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 A Fall to Forget 
By early October Florida’s appeal as a tourism destination was in dire straits.  Repeated images 
of coastal towns lying battered and in ruins were beamed into homes around the world as the 
four hurricanes ripped through Florida.  Not a single county escaped without some degree of 
damage from high winds and floods.  Initially hotels and empty villas filled with evacuees 
followed by utility workers restoring services.  But the tourists went home and experts within 
the industry compared the slow-down in both travel and enquiries to the period post 9/11.  
Travel agents around the globe stopped searching for holidays around Florida’s coast and then 
after Jeanne, searches for Central Florida dried up too.  A survey conducted by an Orlando based 
public relations firm, conducted 3 days after Jeanne, found that 20% of respondents said they 
were less likely to visit Florida between July and September 2005.  Of those who had already 
planned a trip to Florida – 5% had cancelled the trip and 4% had postponed it.  But the fight back 
has begun.  The Keys, reckoned to have lost $50 million in tourism dollars during the 6 week 
period, was largely unaffected by any of the hurricanes and has mounted a strong advertising 
campaign to let travellers know that they are open for business.  Visit Florida (the state’s official 
tourism arm) has mounted a worldwide strategy in Florida’s key markets to remind travel 
planners, feature writers and travellers themselves that most tourist destinations within Florida 
are both open and restored.  Hotels are joining in the effort by offering deeply discounted room 
rates.  Gulf coast areas hit by Charley, such as Sanibel, are reporting rising numbers of tourists 
returning.  Golf courses around the state have worked hard to restore the greens to peak 
condition.  Vacationers tend to have short memories, and whilst tourists may think twice before 
booking a break in Florida next September (traditionally a quiet time anyway) the hurricanes 
will not put many off for long.  There is an increasing number of daily flights into Florida both 
domestically and internationally, showing that over the long term the trend is upwards. 
 
Biometrics Agreed 
A meeting of the Interior Ministers of the five largest 
European countries during October produced an 
agreement to have biometric passports in place 
throughout the European Union by the end of 2006 – 
British passports are expected to be ready before the end 
of 2005 – the American deadline is currently Oct 26th 
2005.  In the same week, a European study discovered 
that facial recognition technology failed in 10% of cases.  
However, the Home Office did not predict travel chaos as 
a result – immigration officers would have to employ the 
usual interview that they currently use to determine if a 
person can enter the country.  The intention is not to rely 
solely on biometrics, but to prevent and deter forgeries. 
The international deadline for the introduction of 
biometric passports using standards set by the 
International Civil Aviation Organisation is 2010.   

Insurance Deadline Set 
Tom Gallagher, the head of the Florida Department of 
Financial Services (overseeing insurance regulation) has 
requested an executive order giving insurance companies 
until Nov 22nd to finish adjustments for claims filed by 
Oct 21st.  There is a second deadline of Dec 8th for claims 
filed by Nov 8th.  In excess of 35,000 claims adjusters 
flooded into Florida following Jeanne and still more are 
sought.  The industry is expecting 2.2 million claims 
running to about $22 billion – the latest projection. 
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Green Card Lottery 
About 2 days after we went to press last month the 
instructions for the 2006 Annual Diversity Visa 
Program – Green card lottery – were released.  Just as 
last year submissions can only be made using the 
Internet, and just like last year, residents of England, 
Scotland and Wales are illegible.  The dates for 
submissions are slightly later than usual: Noon on 
Friday November 5th until noon on January 7th 2005.  
The form and full instructions can be found at 
www.dvlottery.state.gov during the registration period.  
Instructions and rules can also be found at 
www.shustermans.com. 

The US Government has published a document to help 
new immigrants find their way about and conduct 
themselves correctly. “Welcome to the United States: A 
Guide for New Immigrants” can be found at 
www.uscis.gov and contains such sage advice as: 

 Carry your Green Card with you at all times. 

 Do not leave the country for extended periods. 

 Report your new address within 10 days if you 
move. 

 And finally, if you are a male aged between 
18-26 years you must register for the U.S. 
Selective Service.  When you register you tell 
the Government you are available to serve in 
the U.S Armed Forces. 

And the winner is… 
By the time you read this, barring recounts and natural 
disasters, the race for the leadership of the free world 
should have been decided.  As we go to press, all 
pundits are saying the race is too close to call, so it will 
be interesting to see what happens – I know that 
personally, my opinion of who will win has changed 
back and forth during the campaign.  But the good 
news is: who ever wins – it will be a break from all 
those mud-slinging adverts, both for the Presidency 
and the Senate.  Governor Jeb Bush has also ruled out 
running for the presidency in 2008 during on interview 
of ABC’s ‘This Week’ on October 17th. 

With two major U.S. Airlines currently under 
bankruptcy protection and Delta dancing on the edge, 
are “flier miles” programs worth bothering with?    
U.S. Airways have in fact expanded the benefits to 
their frequent flier program during its time in Chapter 
11 bankruptcy protection.  United Airlines has also 
increased benefits to their Mileage Plus program by 
dropping thresholds of eligibility.  Delta is examining 
ways to do the same.  The airlines see the mileage 
schemes as a way to remain attractive to fliers who may 
otherwise be wary of flying with a carrier in bankruptcy 
protection.  The fact that airlines are actively 
committed to extend and improve the schemes should 
only benefit the ‘frequent flier’. 

Hurricane Aid 
An $11.6 billion hurricane aid package has been 
approved by the American Government to help the 
states that have been ravaged by 4 hurricanes in 6 
weeks.  The money will go in many different 
directions; $89 million to NASA to rebuild the 
damaged Vehicle Assembly Building; $326 million to 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for beach 
renourishment and related projects and $6.5 billion to 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency ($2 
billion had already been given to FEMA after Charley) 
to name a few.  FEMA will need the money because it 
has already paid out $21.5 million to residents of 
Miami-Dade county which was largely unaffected by 
any of the hurricanes.  An investigation by a local 
newspaper, which failed to find any real evidence of 
storm damage, has prompted FEMA to conduct further 
investigations into the 19,500 claims that have been 
made by Miami-Dade residents. 

Travellers Exemption 
Despite a widespread campaign by the passport office, 
travel agencies and the media it is still feared that 
families will attempt to travel to the US without 
individual children’s passports and without machine-
readable passports.  But, in an unusual show of 
benevolence, the U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security has announced that travellers will be granted 
entry under a one-time exemption.  These travellers 
will have to apply for a visa to travel next time. 

If you want to give a makeover to any of your rooms 
then consider new window blinds.  3 Day Blinds has a 
large selection of horizontal cordless blinds with all 
manner of Disney images on them, which act as a large 
picture in the room when the blinds are closed.  
Alternatively Major League Baseball or Star Wars 
might be more your style.  www.3day.com also offer 
vertical, wooden and faux wooden blinds.  The web site 
is worth a look if only to enjoy the interesting take on 
the importance of blinds and the inspiration of 
designers! 

Orlando Climate Data – November 
1948-2000 
(All in degrees Fahrenheit) 
The average high temp is  78.6 
The average low temp is 58.4 
The highest temp (on November 9, 1980) 89 
The coldest night temp (on November 22, 1981) 35 

Exchange Rates $ to £ 
Oct 25 (high)          1.8414  Oct 6 (low)           1.7761 
Sep 24 (high)      1.8052  Sep 7 (low)              1.7729 
2004 High Feb 17 1.9048  2004 Low May 11 1.7552 

Mortgage Rates 
With zero points Aug 27 Sep 17  Oct 27  
Fixed 30 yrs  5.75% 5.62%    5.87% 
Adjustable 1 yr  4.37% 4.37%    4.50% 
Note: Mortgage rates are published as a service to readers to indicate 
trends and must not be relied on in entering into any agreement. 

http://www.dvlottery.state.gov/
http://www.shustermans.com/
http://www.uscis.gov/
http://www.3day.com/
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News Roundup 
Despite the best efforts of Jeanne, Cypress Gardens 
Adventure Park is sticking with its soft opening date of 
November 19th.  A grand opening will be held on 
December 9th.  New Annual passes called ‘Passports’ 
began to be issued October 30th at a cost of $64.95 plus 
tax.  Unused portions of annual passes from the 
previous Cypress Gardens attraction will not be 
honoured much to the chagrin of long time supporters.  
A ‘passport’ will be valid up until December 31st 2005 
and will include entrance for all concerts. 

Whilst in Florida in October we picked up a couple of 
potentially useful traffic snippets.  Firstly: if, like us, 
you have a hairy encounter with a toll-plaza (ours 
wouldn’t register the money deposited) don’t panic.  
Toll road agencies tend to be forgiving for the first 
couple of offences, you (or rental company) get a 
warning after the third offence, and after that the fines 
start.  So if you find yourself holding up the locals due 
to lack of funds you can feel reasonably safe to drive 
on.  Secondly:  Can you filter right whilst a red arrow 
is flashing?  Yes, it used to be an illegal manoeuvre, 
but not any more. 

Busch Gardens in Tampa has unveiled the theme of 
its new coaster ride that is due to open in May 2005.  
Named ‘SheiKra’ the coaster will be in the Stanleyville 
area of the park, which is themed around an abandoned 
African civilization.  SheiKra will carry riders up 200 
feet at 45 degrees, then hurtle them 70 mph back 
toward the ground at a 90-degree angle followed by a 
water feature, and a second 90-degree, 138-foot drop 
through an underground tunnel all of which lasts 230 
seconds.  The ride has taken 5 years of planning and 
claims to be the largest vertical drop ride in the world. 

Visitors to Winter Park will be able to surf the 
Internet at various locations including park benches 
under the largest Internet trial in the U.S.  The city will 
partner with Sprint to create ‘America’s Digital City’.  
The area covered by Wireless Internet Access will be 
Winter Park City Hall and Park Avenue for a 6-month 
trial. 

During October 1,900 restaurants took part in a 
weeklong fundraising event called “Dine Out for 
Disaster Relief”.  The Florida Restaurant Association 
subsequently donated $3.5 million to the Florida 
Hurricane Relief Fund that currently stands at $17.5 
million. 

Orlando Utility Commission and Southern Company 
have been awarded a $235 million federal grant to 
build the cleanest, most efficient coal power plant in 
the world.  Florida is one of only 3 states east of the 
Mississippi River meeting all federal health based 
clean air standards. 

Bass Anglers Sportsman Society has moved its head 
office into Celebration from Montgomery, Alabama.  

Bass was founded in 1968 and currently has over 
600,000 members.  ESPN acquired Bass in April 2001.  
Bass has been working with Disney World to give a 
new look to the guided fishing tours that are available 
on the Disney lakes. 

Hurricane Jeanne revealed ancient Spanish Coins on 
an Indialantic beach in Brevard County.  The lucky 
treasure seeker discovered 180 coins in near mint 
condition worth $40,000. 

Wal-Mart’s new Four Corners store on US 27 opened 
on October 26th. 

Cast Members (staff) from Disney World have taken a 
disputed wage negotiation to the tourists.  The Service 
Trade Council union, which represents nearly half of 
the fifty four thousand employees, has been in 
negotiations over contracts for months and is unhappy 
with the lack of movement.  Representatives handed 
out flyers detailing the complaints to tourists at 
Orlando International Airport. 

Say goodbye to the FAO Schwarz giant teddy and 
spinning top.  The closed FAO Schwarz store at Pointe 
Orlando on International Drive is to be torn down and 
replaced by three restaurants. 

Brighthouse Networks are now offering a 24-hour 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers cable TV channel for 
subscribers in Tampa Bay and Orlando. 

The national average price for a gallon of unleaded 
fuel has risen above $2 again. 

Metro Orlando Occupancy Figures – 
September 
Area  2003 2004 % Change 
International Drive 50.7% 64.1%  26.4% 
Lake Buena Vista 54.7% 63.1%  15.4% 
Kissimmee East  41.7% 51.1%  22.5% 
Kissimmee West  34.0% 51.4%  51.2%  
Average Daily Rate 
Area 
International Drive 73.43 $77.21  +5.1% 
Lake Buena Vista $90.98 $95.04  +4.5% 
Kissimmee East  $66.44 $63.70  -4.1% 
Kissimmee West  $40.99 $45.03  +9.9% 

Florida Lottery Winning Numbers 
 Date Numbers           Winners/Jackpot$m 
10/16/04    13-20-24-34-36-50   1         $5 m 
10/13/04    10-26-27-42-48-50   Roll      $2 m 
10/09/04    03-25-28-40-47-49   1       $11 m 
10/06/04    02-21-23-30-36-48   Roll      $7 m 
10/02/04    06-08-16-36-38-52   Roll      $5 m 
09/29/04    01-07-22-26-35-50   Roll       $2 m 
09/25/04    04-07-18-20-25-32   1      $11 m 
09/22/04    11-17-26-36-37-48   Roll      $8 m 
09/18/04    02-04-16-31-32-43   Roll       $5 m 
Numbers are obtained from the Florida Lottery (www.flalottery.com) as 
a service to readers. We cannot accept liability for any errors. 

http://www.flalottery.com/
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Homeowner News 
Following conversations regarding insurance claims 
with subscribers who sustained damage to their villa in 
one or more of the hurricanes, we asked Mr Tancredi of 
Guardian International Insurance to write a brief outline 
of the normal insurance claims process.  For many 
owners this will be the first time they have had cause to 
make a claim on their homeowners insurance.  

1. The Insured calls the agent and receives a 
claim number.   The agent then calls the 
insurance company to start claim. 

2. An Adjuster from the insurance company 
contacts the insured for an appointment to 
view the damages and estimate the loss. 

3. The insurance company reviews the 
assessment and then issues a cheque for 100% 
of the amount, less the deductible. 

4. If it is felt that the amount approved and issued 
is not enough to cover the full cost, then the 
insured must contact a Contractor who is 
knowledgeable in insurance and restoration 
law to determine if enough money was sent. 

5. The Contractor prepares a supplement as to 
extent of true charges and what the estimator 
missed. 

If the claim is approved over $10,000 (rule of thumb) 
the Mortgage Co will be listed as an additional insured 
on the cheque, so the cheque must be signed over to the 
Mortgage Co.  The Mortgage Co will ask if insured has 
a licensed contractor to make the repairs and releases 
1/3 of the cheque to the homeowner, after 1/3 of the 
work is completed then another 1/3 is released, and so 
on until the work is finished.  A city building inspector 
comes out to affirm the work has been completed to 
code (on work worth over $10,000).  If the work costs 
less than $10,000 then there is no check unless it is a 
roof repair – roof repairs are always inspected. 

The process is the same for multiple hurricanes, 
although it is the experience of this agent that some 
insurance companies are not insisting that homeowners 
pay a separate deductible – others of course are sticking 
to the letter of the law.  Insurance restoration law can be 
exceedingly complicated and you need to be sure that 
your licensed contractor keeps their knowledge up to 
date. 

We also asked Mr Tancredi how an owner of a Short 
Term Rental home which has sustained such damage as 
puts it out of operation, can make a claim for loss of 
income: “Under a rental policy, there is “Coverage D” 
which accounts for loss of rental income due to a 
covered peril… like a hurricane or fire.  The property 
manager can file a claim for the overseas client.  They 
will have an account of the income due to renting the 
property, and therefore determining exactly how much 
rental income has been lost due to a covered peril 
should be relatively easy”. 

Louis Tancredi, MBA 
Guardian International Insurance, Sanford. 
407-322-0055: gig.inc@earthlink.net. 

As insurance companies continue to add up the 
enormous costs of the hurricanes American Strategic 
Insurance became the first company to seek a rate hike 
asking approval for an average increase of 8%.  After 
hurricane Charley it was widely felt that due to all the 
changes and ‘improvements’ to the insurance system 
following hurricane Andrew, the insurance industry in 
Florida was well set and could cope with a hurricane 
without need to increase premiums.  At that time of 
course no one could have predicted that just 6 weeks 
later the 4th hurricane would hit.  AllState Insurance 
decided to limit new policies in certain counties during 
October whilst it assessed its capabilities.  American 
Superior Insurance Co, a South Florida based company 
was taken over by state regulators amid fears it could 
not pay its claims.  Insurance industry analysts are now 
predicting double figure percentage premium increases. 

Insurance companies are not allowed to drop clients 
until after November 30th as a two month moratorium 
was placed on them in the wake of Jeanne, but experts 
are predicting that many homeowners will find 
themselves dropped after that.  It is vital to keep on top 
of insurance premiums and renewals as one subscriber 
found out in what was nearly a very expensive way.  
Like many owners, the mortgage company pays his 
premium automatically, and administrative errors lead 
to the premium not being paid and the policy expiring.  
Not until sustaining damage in the hurricanes did the 
homeowner discover that he had no insurance.  
Fortunately the bank admitted it was their error and 
provided an emergency policy and settled the claim for 
the damage.  Unfortunately, the premium for this 
emergency policy is extremely high and the previous 
insurance company will not now offer him cover. 
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Florida Power and Light will seek to increase its base 
rates next year, in the wake of a $650 million bill for 
restoring power after the hurricanes.  FPl’s existing 
storm reserve was only $349 million, which was soon 
depleted.  Any increase in rates will not take effect 
until 2006 as the current rates are frozen until the end 
of 2005. 

Guests at a home in Hampton Lakes on US 27 were 
extremely concerned when the windows of their rental 
car were shot out by youths whilst on the drive outside 
the house.  The incident happened on the day of the 
guests return to England.  Just two weeks later a man 
attempted to kidnap a 10-year old girl from La Quinta 
Inn on Hwy 192 in Kissimmee, the girl was saved 
when a relative intervened but the kidnapper got away. 

Subscribers with an American bank account may have 
received information with their statement regarding the 
Check 21 Act – substitute cheques.  This new act gives 
banks the ability to create an electronic image or 
substitute cheque on computer of your original paper 
cheque.  The original paper cheque is then destroyed 
and the banks process and convey the electronic images 
to the home branch.  If you currently receive your 
cheques back with your statement, you may notice that 
this decreases or stops altogether, but as the process of 
change will initially be costly, not all banks will 
immediately go down this route.  One other effect of 
this system is that a cheque you write could in fact be 
debited from your account on the same day rather than 
the usual 2-3-4 days’ grace currently enjoyed.   

Despite executive orders allowing out-of-state roofers 
to come to Florida to combat the enormous shortage of 
licensed roofing contractors available, companies are 
finding the huge costs involved prohibitive.  At the 
centre of the problem is the need for the out-of-state 
contractors to take out state workers compensation 
insurance within Florida.  The standard rate of workers 
compensation is 46 cents on the $.  Out-of-staters are 
finding they must pay 70 cents on the $ unless they 
come from a particularly large company with a proven 
track record.  The upshot of this is that some areas in 
Florida face months of delays in finding roofing 
contractors.  Meanwhile, about 60 citations for 
unlicensed contracting have been issued and more than 
350 sites have been closed down for the same reasons. 

Homeowners intending to make repairs or alterations 
to their property which require digging should be 
aware that Florida law requires notice of 2 business 
days to be given to Sunshine State One Call toll-free 
hotline (800-432-4770).  This service will then notify 
all utilities of your intentions and give them 48 hours 
to come out and mark any underground facilities, so 
damage is not done when digging.  The homeowner 
should outline the intended area of digging with white 
paint to facilitate this process.  Failure to comply even 
when putting up a fence or installing garden equipment 

can result in a minimum $250 fine if any damage 
occurs to underground utilities.   

Governor Bush and the cabinet are meeting under the 
guise of State Board of Administration to discuss the 
possibility of relief for homeowners whose property has 
been severely damaged or in some cases destroyed, but 
will still have to pay property tax.  The taxes are based 
on the value of the house at January 1st 2004.  Any 
changes made will not affect the value of this years tax.  
The State Board will also look at the ramifications of 
the multiple deductibles on insurance to ensure they do 
not impede homeowners from rebuilding.  The State 
Board will then make recommendations on its findings 
to the legislature. 

Property tax notices are dispatched on the first of this 
month for the fiscal year of 2004 – 2005 and are due to 
be paid by April 1st, but if you pay during November 
then you will benefit from the highest discount of 4%.  
The discount reduces by 1% each month with no 
discount for payments made during March. 

A previous telephone scam has reappeared in Central 
Florida.  A caller will pretend to be calling from 
Osceola County Jail to inform the resident that a 
relative of theirs has arrived at the County Jail and has 
been injured.  The resident is then required to contact 
the hospital on a special extension starting with ‘*72’.  
This prefix allows the scammer to accept collect calls 
billed to the residents/victims number.   

Useful Numbers and Addresses in 
this issue. 
www.3day.com - 3 Day Blinds 
www.uscis.gov - U.S. Government Website 
www.shustermans.com.- Immigration Lawyer 
www.dvlottery.state.gov - Green Card Lottery 
800-432-4770 – Sunshine State One Call hotline 
gig.inc@earthlink.net - G.I.G. Insurance 
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US – Visit/Visit to the U.S. 
 On September 30th the latest directive regarding the 
US – Visit security program came into operation.  All 
visitors to the U.S. using visa waivers to be 
fingerprinted and photographed.  Visa holders have 
already been doing this for some months. 

Amid reports of a 5-hour delay at Orlando 
International Airport in immigration, we flew into 
Orlando Sanford International Airport at 2.35pm.  
Anyone who has flown into Sanford Airport will know 
just how easy and quick it is.  Our usual time from 
landing to driving out in our rental car is about 40 
minutes.  We have heard of someone doing it in 30 
minutes, and we can well believe it if one is lucky with 
the luggage.   As we walked into the immigration hall 
our hearts fell as we surveyed a full room complete 
with a Disney style queuing system. 

Halfway through the line and our 3 year old announced 
he needed the restroom.  After an initial panic, I asked 
the nearest security man, who was friendly and polite 
and pointed the direction.  Every kiosk was operational 
which was reassuring. We found our immigration 
officer to be polite and approachable, friendly would be 
pushing it, but he did allow the children to put their 
fingers in the fingerprint device – without taking an 
image – and pretended to take their photo.  Having 
read reports that said children would face the same 
checks as adults we had endeavoured to prepare the 
boys for the process and they were most miffed when 
we were told that children under 14 would not be 
fingerprinted.  It was fairly apparent that the directive 
from Homeland Security Chief Tom Ridge that the 
immigration officers need to change their attitude had 
filtered down.  I swear I even saw one officer smiling to 
his arrivals – Tim missed it though and refuses to 
believe it! 

After that delay the normal processes applied, and we 
found ourselves driving out at 3.50pm.  U.S. Visit had 
added about 35 minutes to our passage through 
Sanford.  We had been pretty much at the back of the 
queue in immigration, although at one point the queue 
had stretched back down the corridor as planes 
unloaded, but on that impression I think most people 
would be through immigration inside an hour. 

We travelled down toll road 417 towards Osceola 
Parkway and looked out to see what damage Jeanne 
had done.  Lake Jessup was decidedly flooded on the 
Southern end with the water line well up adjoining 
properties.  We could see that tree damage was huge – 
it is estimated that Florida has lost about 30% of its 
tree canopies – but all the roads were clear and clean.  
This was only 1 week after Jeanne, and certainly in our 
corner of West Sussex it takes longer than that to get 
the evidence of storms cleared up.  As we continued 
our journey, we got our first sights of the blue tarps that 
some ‘wags’ have jested is now Florida’s State Flag.   

It was hard to see whether lake levels were up because 
for the most part, the lakes were just surrounded by 
water.  Unless the water was obviously lying against a 
house, or over a garden or field, we could not tell if it 
was a normal retention pond or lake.  Certainly the 
area of the 417 that takes a north/south direction was 
hit badly.  As the road turned to an East/west direction 
below Orlando International Airport we were among 
newer homes and the damage seemed to be slightly 
less.   

We drove onto Disney property as we were treating 
ourselves to a couple of nights in Animal Kingdom 
Lodge.  The only signs of the hurricanes at Disney 
were leaning trees on the central reservations.  Given 
the circular bare shapes in the grass, it would appear 
that some damaged trees had already been removed.  
Whilst there we did read of crews going around towns 
leaning against trees to get them back upright.  
Typhoon Lagoon had just reopened and there is still 
some evidence of broken tree limbs, but the 
infrastructure of Disney was sound. 

When we emerged from Disney two days later and 
ventured down U.S. 192 it was a different picture.  
Many of the large illuminated signs had been blown 
completely through.  We were quite surprised to see 
that the signs were covered with a sort of plastic fabric 
and not solid as we had assumed.  Many places with 
written neon and illuminated signs had letters unlit.  
The whole appearance was rather shabby and it was 
difficult in some areas to see what was hurricane 
damage and what was closed or neglected shops or 
restaurants. 

As our house sustained only very minor damage the 
hurricanes had largely unaffected our vacation so far, 
but after a couple of days we decided to take the boys 
down to our favourite park at Lake Toho.  After the 30-
minute journey we were very disappointed to see the 
children’s play area all sectioned off and closed as they 
repaired it.  The large shade-giving trees, whilst still 
standing, were no longer providing as much shade.  
We decided to walk down to the lighthouse as we had 
come all that way.  There had been large-scale erosion 
of the right edge of the peninsula.  A paving circle 
around the lighthouse was collapsed on one side.  We 
collected 2 beautiful freshwater snail shells from the 
horde that had been washed up.  As we returned to the 
car park we were unsurprised to be told that we 
shouldn’t have been down there.  Someone had moved 
the barrier that had been blocking the entrance. 

So our impression of Florida matches that of the 
tourism agencies trying so hard to tempt visitors back.  
Florida is very much open and ready for business as 
usual.  That is not to say, however, that many people 
have suffered severe damage, and we know many rental 
homes are out of business for several months.  
Estimates show that one in five homes in Florida 
sustained some degree of hurricane damage. 
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Cat With 8 Lives 
During Hurricane Jeanne, a Hudson resident found a 
Manx cat hiding under her car.  She took the cat in out 
of the storm and gave it refuge.  She discovered the cat 
was pregnant and two days later ‘Mama Manx’ gave 
birth to 8 healthy kittens.  In traditional crisis style the 
kittens were named Bonnie, Jeanne, Charley, Frances, 
Lisa, Karl, Ivan 1 and Ivan 2.  The two Ivans represent 
the two incarnations of the same storm after Ivan 
performed a loop around the country and struck again 
as a tropical storm. 

Bid for President 
Timothy Hubbard (no relation we promise) age 24 
(there, that proves it) of Odessa, Florida had an 
inspired idea to raise some cash.  He has been charged 

with offering his presidential vote on Ebay!  Under the 
user name of ‘its_a_stang_thang’ the opening bid was 
$25.  Nobody made any bids and the offer was 
withdrawn on October 10th.  Mr Hubbard said he was 
just curious to see if anyone would bid..Lafayette 
County prosecutor said it is “egregious that someone 
would dilute the importance to vote”. 

New Travel Industry Watch Words 
Planned Sponteneity; waiting until the last minute to 
make plans. 
Junior Matures; people between 55 and 64. 
Transumers; who gift shop “in transit” in airports. 
Hometrotters; immigrants who go home frequently. 
Maturislism; older consumer’s pursuit of top shelf 
items.

Florida Homes And Travel Car Hire 
Rates through November 

*November Special Offer – Intermediate 4 door from £139 per week* 
 Fully Inclusive 

Weekly 

Fully Inclusive 

Daily 

Platinum Cover 

Weekly 

Platinum Cover 

Daily 

Economy 4 Door                                    £128 £22 £138 £25 

Compact 4 Door £140 £24 £150 £26 

Intermediate 4 Door £139 £26 £149 £28 
Full Size 4 Door £169 £29 £179 £31 

Premium 4 Door £186 £35 £196 £37 

Luxury 4 Door £205 £36 £215 £39 

Convertible 2 Door £205 £36 £215 £39 

4 Wheel Drive £199 £36 £209 £39 

Luxury 7 Seater £199 £36 £209 £39 

Minivan 8 Seater £247 £42 £257 £44 

These rates are subject to change 2 door models are available – please see our website or call for prices 

Please call 0500 50 50 87 for more details or email elle@floridahomesandtravel.com 

We accept Visa, MasterCard, Switch/Maestro and Solo  
Dollar or Alamo Cars 

*Previous cost - £149/£159 
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