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Stormy Weather 
The hurricane forecast is out for 2004.  Respected forecaster Bill Gray has predicted a 71% chance 
of an intense hurricane hitting the U.S. coastline and nearly 50% more activity than a typical year.  
He predicts 14 storms, 8 of those as ‘hurricanes’ and 3 of those as ‘powerful’.  Nearly 12 years have 
passed since Hurricane Andrew slammed into South Florida.   Chillingly he warned “this can’t 
keep going, Climatology will eventually right itself, we’re going to see hurricane damage like 
you’ve never seen it”.   This is the forecast we carried in the June issue and with another two 
months to go of the hurricane season it appears a little understated.  Jeanne, the 6th hurricane of 
the season and 11th tropical storm battered Haiti killing over 1,500 residents in the subsequent 
flooding. Jeanne then looped around, changing course as Ivan, which did not totally disperse and 
reformed in the Gulf, affected its exact path. However Jeanne defied the hopes and prayers of 
storm weary residents by coming ashore at Stuart at midnight on Saturday 25th September.  Frances 
had also made landfall at Stuart, just one mile away.  Jeanne headed across the peninsula as a 
Category 3 storm, weakening all the time and passing about 50 miles south of Orlando.  Early 
feedback as we go to print suggests extensive damage in the Four Corners area, much worse than 
from Charley.  Downgraded to a Tropical Storm as she passed Tampa, Jeanne headed north. 
The hurricane season began officially on June 1st but it was August 3rd before Hurricane Alex, a 
category 3 storm, edged over North Carolina.  Tropical Storm Bonnie whipped through Florida 
with little fanfare just 9 days later, the day before Charley.  Hurricane Danielle and Tropical Storm 
Earl followed quickly in mid August, and then there was a slight lull.  At the beginning of 
September Frances dawdled into Florida, although something the size of Texas can’t be expected 
to move very fast.  In South Florida many residents and tourists took heed of the warnings and 
headed into shelters, finding they had to wait a couple of days before Frances finally arrived.  She 
spread her winds from north to south and there was not a single county that escaped.  Frances 
then headed out into the Gulf before refuelling and setting sail for the Panhandle.  Frances had not 
even made landfall before the forecasters were looking to Ivan.  Tropical storms Gaston and 
Hermine had passed across the US at the end of August.  Ivan the Terrible really did live up to his 
moniker.  Ivan had already killed over 70 people as he battered through the Caribbean and killed at 
least 38 more as he finally hit land on the Gulf Coast near Gulf Shores Beach, Alabama.  Charley 
and Frances were attributed with 50 deaths Statewide. However, all of that pales in comparison to 
the havoc wreaked by Jeanne in Haiti. At the time of writing Hurricane Karl and Tropical Storm 
Lisa are out in the Eastern Atlantic, but not expected to threaten land.  Combined insured 
financial losses for the three hurricanes could be anywhere between $13 billion and $23 billion in 
Florida.  
Historically Florida has been protected from hurricanes by an upper-level trough off the East Coast 
of the United States.   The trough helped to curve storms north before they reached Florida.  
This year the trough has been off to the west 
and there has been a high-pressure system to 
the north preventing the northerly turn and 
allowing the procession of storms into 
Florida.  Between 1926 and 1965 14 major 
hurricanes hit Florida with winds in excess of 
111 miles per hour.  Since 1965 there has been 
only one – Andrew in 1992 – until now!  This 
is also the first time since 1886 that 4 
hurricanes in one season have hit one State 
and that was in Texas. 
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Green Card Lottery 
Long time subscribers may have noticed that there was 
no mention of the annual Diversity Visa programme, 
otherwise known as the Green Card Lottery, last 
month.  Although British Citizens, with the exception 
of Northern Ireland, have been barred from entry for 
the last 5 years those with links to eligible countries 
have still been able to enter the lottery.  

However on September 17 a House Judiciary 
Subcommittee on Immigration and Border Security and 
Claims had a new bill (H.R. 775) introduced by 
Republican Representative Bob Goodlatte that would 
eliminate the program.  The bill was approved by 5 
votes to 3 and will go to the full Judiciary committee 
for review.  

The diversity program was introduced to ensure that 
America benefited from the contributions of a diverse 
group of immigrants who shared the American Dream.  
It is unclear if this bill will move through congress and 
is an unusual bill given that the lottery is one of the few 
legal methods for immigration and cross border flow 
and illegal immigration is on the up. 

Historical Hurricanes 
The above map shows hurricane activity in the Central 
Florida area prior to this year.  The lightest shaded 
lines refer to hurricanes before 1930, and the darkest 
line is since 1970 and the other lines are the years in-
between.  We can now add to these the lines of 
Charley, Frances and Jeanne.  It can be seen that poor 
old Polk County appears to attract the attention of most 
of the hurricanes over the years with 7 of the 10 
historic storms shown passing through or into the 
county.  In fact, this year’s storms crossed over a farm 
near Haines City.   If one looks particularly closely the 
width of the line denotes the category or strength of the 
storm with the widest lines representing the strongest 
storms.  This map is taken from the Hazard Awareness 
and Information website: www.esri.com/hazard.  

Cautionary Tale 

We had this contribution from a subscriber, some of 
you long term owners may be familiar with this, but 
‘newbies’ may not: 
“A 36-year-old female had an accident several weeks 
ago and wrote off her vehicle.  It was raining, though 
not excessively when her car suddenly began to 
aquaplane and literally flew through the air.  She was 
not seriously injured but very stunned at the sudden 
occurrence.  When she explained what had happened to 
a highway patrol man, he told her she should never 
drive in the rain with cruise control activated, if your 
car begins to aquaplane, it will accelerate beyond the 
set cruise control speed when the tyres lose contact 
with the asphalt.” 

Bush Gains Strength 
One person who probably will benefit from the active 
hurricane season is President Bush.  As you will 
remember Florida was vital to the election of President 
Bush, and may well prove to be so again.  Whilst John 
Kerry was floundering following a rather unsuccessful 
Democratic convention where he is believed to have 
relied too heavily on his war record – the President 
treated Florida to 3 visits.  Images abounded of the 
Bush brothers handing out ice to victims of the 
hurricanes, he returned again after Ivan to walk the 
devastated beaches of the Panhandle and has promised 
billions of dollars in Federal aid.  Kerry was frozen out 
entirely from this crucial state for two months, as he 
could not justify stretching Florida’s resources further 
by his presence and attendant security.  He was finally 
able to return on 21st September for 3 days of town hall 
style campaigning.  Bush and Kerry were next due to 
meet in South Florida for a debate on 30th September.  
Whether it went ahead following Jeanne is unknown. 
In the most recent Florida poll Bush was leading Kerry 
by 6 points.  Just two months ago Kerry was leading by 
3 points. 

Miami Beach Climate Data – October 
1948-2000 
(All in degrees Fahrenheit) 
The average high temp is  83.1 
The average low temp is 77.5 
The highest temp (on October 3 1977) 96 
The coldest night temp (on October 21 1989) 54 

Exchange Rates $ to £ 
Sep 24 (high)          1.8052  Sep 7 (low)           1.7729 
August 6 (high)      1.8461  August 28 (low)       
1.7910 
2004 High Feb 17 1.9048  2004 Low May 11 1.7552 

Mortgage Rates 
With zero points Jul 16 Aug 27  Sep 17  
Fixed 30 yrs  6.00% 5.75%    5.62% 
Adjustable 1 yr  4.63% 4.37%    4.37% 
Note: Mortgage rates are published as a service to readers to indicate 
trends and must not be relied on in entering into any agreement. 

http://www.esri.com/hazard
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News Roundup 
An exhibition of Princess Diana’s personal items, 
clothing, jewellery and home movies is coming to Fort 
Lauderdale Museum of Art.  ‘Diana, A Celebration’ 
which includes her wedding dress, will be open from 
October 10th to December 31st.  It will return to Florida 
in February 2005 when it will be at St Petersburg until 
May 22nd when it will return to Althorp for the summer 
season. 

The new Omni Orlando Resort at Champions Gate is 
scheduled for a ‘soft’ opening this month.  The Hotel 
Royal Plaza near Disney World and the Holiday Inn 
Downtown in Orlando both suffered some damage 
during Charley and Frances. 

‘Burdines’ as a name is to disappear entirely.  After a 
launch of Burdines-Macy name just this year, the 
Burdines will be dropped entirely.  Other stores with 
the Macy’s appendage such as Goldsmith’s-Macy’s 
will also become just Macy’s. 

The Key West Dolphin Fest, an eight-year-old 
attraction at SeaWorld Orlando is to close for 
renovations.  A new show will open in 2005. 

Cypress Gardens Adventure Park should be open 
again on November 18, weather permitting.  All the 
landscaping and tree work had been completed before 
Charley came through and has had to be redone.  

Busch Boulevard, one of the ugliest approach roads to 
a theme park in Florida is set for a revamp.  The 4-mile 
stretch from I-275 to Temple Terrace and the Busch 
Gardens entrance at Tampa is currently very 
utilitarian. A grassy median with palm trees, animal 
shaped topiary and works of art are in the plans, which 
will cost about $3million.  Construction won’t begin 
just yet though; the budget will be available in 2008! 

Sublime is the name of a vegetarian restaurant in Fort 
Lauderdale that is attracting the national attention of 
vegetarian diners.  VegNews Magazine has picked 
Sublime to include in a review of 14 restaurants 
nationwide, as “some of the finest places to dine veg 
from coast-to-coast”.  The dining area features a 
custom hearth, water walls, skylights and Italian glass 
tiles.  Organic herbs are grown in the private rooftop 
garden and the outside decking overlooks a lake.  
Picked out for particular attention is the Sublime seitan 
picatta with lemon caper sauce and roasted garlic 
mashed potatoes.  It can be found at:      
1431 North Federal Highway; Fort Lauderdale,  
Tel:  954-615-1431; www.sublimeveg.com.    

A Miami-based gas and generator distributor 
operating in Santa Rosa County after hurricane Ivan, 
has been accused of alleged price ‘gouging’.  Gas cans 
were offered for sale at $169.95 – the suggested sale 
price was less than $54.  This violates Florida’s price 
gouging and unfair and deceptive business trade 
statutes. 

Gooding’s, the supermarket at Crossroads, Lake Buena 
Vista will deliver shopping right to your door.  You can 
register and place your order on line before you travel 
and arrange a convenient time for delivery upon your 
arrival.  The order must be worth more than $50 and 
there is a $10 delivery charge.  They cannot deliver 
alcohol, but do deliver all the usual perishables. They 
deliver to the following areas: Lake Buena Vista 
Resorts; Celebration; Kissimmee Resorts and Hotels. 
When ordering you email a phone number and they 
make contact with you to discuss payment. 
www.shop.goodings.com.  

Visit Florida, the official State marketing and 
advertising arm of Florida has around $30 million to 
facilitate extensive marketing in the wake of the 
hurricanes.  Although September is traditionally a 
quiet tourism time, millions of dollars have already 
been lost.  The short and long-term impact on tourism 
of these back-to-back hurricanes has yet to be fully 
assessed, but informal feedback from owners here in 
Britain is not promising.  One headline in Florida 
screamed that this “was worse than 9/11 for tourism”.  
We will look at this subject in more detail in the next 
issue. 

A study by Pricewaterhouse Coopers of the time-
share industry shows that there are 366 time-share 
Resorts in Florida comprising 27,700 individual units.  
This figure equates to 23% of the nations total 
timeshare units. 

Beach closings and pollution advisories were up last 
year by 128% over 2002.  The total number of days that 
beaches were closed last year came to 3,483 compared 
with 1,745 in 2002.  Experts put the increase down to 
increased monitoring which has changed to weekly 
now instead of fortnightly, and an increase in rainwater 
runoff.  The rainwater carries more pollution from 
developed areas out to the ocean. 

The Florida Lottery made 31 people into millionaires 
in 2003.  Their combined winnings totalled more than 
$220 million.  During its 16-year history more than 
745 millionaires have been made.  Unfortunately none 
of last year’s winners were from overseas!   

Florida Lottery Winning Numbers 

 Date Numbers           Winners/Jackpot$m 
09/15/04    01-17-22-29-34-40  Roll          $2 m 
09/11/04    08-12-29-39-42-45   1          $5 m 
09/08/04    08-20-30-34-43-50   Roll      $3 m 
09/04/04    01-06-08-11-12-37   1        $18 m 
09/01/04    07-09-11-18-31-40   Roll    $14 m 
08/28/04    10-23-36-39-46-53   Roll    $10 m 
08/25/04    03-08-14-17-41-43   Roll      $6 m 
08/21/04    16-17-19-30-46-48   Roll      $3 m 
Numbers are obtained from the Florida Lottery (www.flalottery.com) as 
a service to readers. We cannot accept liability for any errors. 

http://www.sublimeveg.com/
http://www.shop.goodings.com/
http://www.flalottery.com/
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Homeowner News 
After Hurricane Andrew passed through in 1992 
devastating southern Florida and causing the most 
damage in US$ of any hurricane, the insurance industry 
in Florida undertook many changes in the way 
insurance is offered.  In moves that were backed by 
state Government to keep insurance companies working 
in Florida, the ethos was changed to place some of the 
burden back on the homeowner.  Hurricane deductibles 
were introduced – that meant the homeowner was liable 
for the first 2-5% of the reconstruction cost of the house 
when repairs are needed.  A house costing $100,000 to 
rebuild with $10,000 of damage would find the 
homeowner responsible for the first $2,000 to $5,000 
depending on the level of the deductible.  The double 
whammy of Charley and Frances has meant that some 
homeowners have discovered another costly aspect of 
the deductibles.  If the same $100,000 house had 
$10,000 of damage from Charley and then another 
$10,000 from Frances, the homeowner is liable for two 
deductibles or $4,000 - $10,000 – even if the damage 
from Frances was sustained because of earlier damage 
from Charley, for instance damage to first or ground 
floors because the roof was damaged during Charley.  
For a few years, accepting a higher deductible has been 
one way of reducing an insurance premium, but when 
these events happen – it may not seem such a wise idea. 

While most utilities performed very well in restoring 
services after the hurricanes, Florida Power and Light 
had real problems.  Having just restored power after 
Charley – along came Frances knocking out power to 
over half of FPL’s 4.2 million customers.  It took well 
over two weeks to restore that power to some and the 
costs have been astronomical.  FPL customers should 
watch out for those costs to be passed on in some way 
such as a one-off fuel price adjustment.  Sprint Florida 
still had some outlying customers without phones in 
mid September. 

The property market in Central Florida is starting to 
‘soften’ slightly.  More houses are available and many 
are no longer attracting multiple offers and price wars.  
Some sellers have even dropped the price slightly to 
secure the sale.  However, inventory to the east of I-4 
has suffered some hurricane damage and whilst 
available, are awaiting repairs before viewing can 
begin.  New communities are continuing to see strong 
sales.  Overall sales in the Orlando metropolitan 
statistical area of Lake, Orange, Osceola and Seminole 
counties were down during August by 2.3%.  This is the 
first drop in sales in more than 2 years.  But realtors 
expect to recover quickly as sales that have been held 
up by the hurricanes close now. 

 If you have a Gulf Coast property and are concerned 
about red tide you may be interested in a new facility 
offered by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA).  From October 1st the NOAA 
will offer a red tide forecast at least twice a week.  The 
hope is that the forecasts will enable tourists to be 
informed that if there is red tide at a local beach, they 
may be able to travel along the coast to another beach 
that is unaffected.  Red tide is the name given to a 
harmful alga bloom that occurs through the Gulf of 
Mexico.  When the alga blooms it can kill fish and 
marine life and cause breathing problems in humans.  
The Harmful Alga Bloom Project can be found at 
www.csc.noaa.gov/crs/habf. 

Osceola County has acted to help homeowners still in 
need of roof repairs.  All contractors need licences to 
work both in the state of Florida and within an 
individual county in specific categories, i.e., roofer.  
This has caused a huge backlog of work and we know 
of subscribers still waiting for roof repairs since 
Charley – estimates were that some people might have 
to wait 6 months!  Recent Executive Orders by Gov 
Bush have suspended certain requirements allowing 
licensed Florida general, residential and building 
contractors to perform roofing repairs in counties 
declared as disaster areas.  That order has now been 
expanded to all Florida Counties, but does not apply to 
out of State workers.  But local jurisdiction areas have 
been authorised to issue special licenses for out of state 
workers for the repair and installation of roofs made 
from wood, asphalt or fibreglass shingles.  Osceola 
County has done just that, the licenses last for 90 days 
and contractors must show evidence of competency, 
workers compensation insurance, public liability 
insurance and property damage insurance.  Hiring an 
out of state contractor without the special licence could 
result in a civil fine of $5,000 for the homeowner and 
$5,000 for the contractor. 

New rules governing homeowner associations and 
Condo associations took effect on October 1st.  Under 
the new rules, rights to allow short-term rentals in 
Condos will be grandfathered for existing owners.   
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When a hurricane is ‘in the box’ – a specific area 
around Florida – insurance companies will not write 
new policies.  We have been put in touch with a broker 
in Sanford who was able to help out a subscriber 
recently when they had insurance problems.  Louis 
Tancredi has been running Guardian International 
Insurance since July 2003 and he writes Short Term 
Rental homeowner policies (DP1) for a company called 
Universal.  Louis describes the company, which has 
been active in Florida for about 4 years, as very 
aggressive in the market place.  They are the last to 
close when a hurricane is forecast and the first to 
reopen to new business when a hurricane is past.  Louis 
notes that some of the major players in insurance may 
not write new policies for up to 3 months after a 
hurricane.  Louis specialises in STR policies and can 
be reached at gig.inc@earthlink.net.  Louis Tancredi 
MBA, Guardian International Insurance, 200E 
Commercial ST, Suite 2, Sanford, Fl 32771-1362.  His 
telephone number is 407-322-0055, but please note – 
he cannot make international calls, so if you leave a 
message he will not be able to call you back! 

On the subject of Insurance, many of you have been 
receiving renewal requests showing considerable 
increases in the premium.  This is not as a result of the 
hurricanes – in fact an emergency order was put in 
place by the Commissioner of Insurance Regulation 
barring Insurers from cancelling or refusing to renew 
property damage or risk policies in areas impacted by 
Hurricane Charley; Brevard, Charlotte, DeSoto, 
Hardee, Lake, Lee, Orange, Osceola, Polk, Sarasota, 
Seminole and Volusia counties.  The increases were 
approved earlier in the year by the Office of Insurance 
Regulation and are just coming into effect for some 
homeowners.   

To clarify how homeowners insurance works after a 
hurricane: It is split into 3 main parts:  

1. The dwelling: Unlike when the house is 
destroyed by fire, a hurricane attracts a 
percentage deductible as detailed on page 4.  If 
destroyed by a fire, the cost of rebuilding 
would be fully met by insurance. 

2. The contents:  If all household goods are 
destroyed in a fire then insurance will meet 
70% of the cost of replacement.  If the same 
goods are lost in a hurricane then insurance 
may only cover 50% of replacement value. 
State Farm, the state’s largest insurer has a 
50% cap, but other companies may vary. 

3. Coverage of related parts:  This refers to 
things such as vacating your house during 
repairs etc.  Insurance companies no longer 
pay the full cost of additional living expenses; 
this is capped at about 10% of the value of 
your house.  It is irrelevant if you need to be 
out for 1 month or 6. 

Progress Energy is also attempting to gain State 
approval to pass on some of the costs of recovery to 
customers.  Since 1992 Progress Energy has set aside 
$6 million every year into a storm recovery fund.  That 
fund had reached $44 million, but Progress Energy 
believe that repairing the infrastructure will more than 
deplete the fund entirely.  Progress Energy customers 
will have received estimated bills during September 
and loss of power will be reflected in October’s bills. 

Pulte Homes is about half way through its 
reconstruction at Windsor Hills of the homes that were 
wrongly given an extra bedroom.  You may remember 
that Pulte were ordered to return the homes to the 
original state of one less bedroom and a double garage 
after an error with the zoning was discovered.  All the 
buyers of phase one properties continued with their 
purchase.  A few decided not to accept a smaller 
property and were able to switch to other properties on 
the site at the same contracted price from last summer!  
The first closings and completions should begin in the 
next month, and some of the Townhomes should be 
ready by years end.  The clubhouse is targeted for 
completion by Easter 2005. 

 Spring Hill water utility customers will see rates 
increase from November.  The increases will be geared 
to usage and begin at 8,000 gallons per month.  The 
next increase will be at 15,000.  The purpose of the 
increase is to encourage homeowners to lessen their 
water use. 

Useful Numbers and Addresses in 
this issue. 
www.csc.noaa.gov/crs/habf - for the red tide forecast. 
gig.inc@earthlink.net - Louis Tancredi, insurance.  
www.esri.com/hazard -for historical hazard maps. 
www.sublimeveg.com  - Restaurant Tel:  954-615-1431 
www.shop.goodings.com - shop online at Gooding’s. 
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US - Visit 
 On September 30th the latest directive regarding the 
US – Visit security program came into operation.  All 
visitors to the U.S. using visa waivers to be 
fingerprinted and photographed.  Visa holders have 
already been doing this for some months. 

Amid reports of a 5-hour delay at Orlando 
International Airport in immigration, we flew into 
Orlando Sanford International Airport at 2.35pm.  
Anyone who has flown into Sanford Airport will know 
just how easy and quick it is.  Our usual time from 
landing to driving out in our rental car is about 40 
minutes.  We have heard of someone doing it in 30 
minutes, and we can well believe it if one is lucky with 
the luggage.   As we walked into the immigration hall 
our hearts fell as we surveyed a full room complete 
with a Disney style queuing system. 

Halfway through the line and our 3 year old announced 
he needed the restroom.  After an initial panic, I asked 
the nearest security man, who was friendly and polite 
and pointed the direction.  Every kiosk was operational 
which was reassuring. We found our immigration 
officer to be polite and approachable, friendly would be 
pushing it, but he did allow the children to put their 
fingers in the fingerprint device – without taking an 
image – and pretended to take their photo.  Having 
read reports that said children would face the same 
checks as adults we had endeavoured to prepare the 
boys for the process and they were most miffed when 
we were told that children under 14 would not be 
fingerprinted.  It was fairly apparent that the directive 
from Homeland Security Chief Tom Ridge that the 
immigration officers need to change their attitude had 
filtered down.  I swear I even saw one officer smiling to 
his arrivals – Tim missed it though and refuses to 
believe it! 

After that delay the normal processes applied, and we 
found ourselves driving out at 3.50pm.  U.S. Visit had 
added about 35 minutes to our passage through 
Sanford.  We had been pretty much at the back of the 
queue in immigration, although at one point the queue 
had stretched back down the corridor as planes 
unloaded, but on that impression I think most people 
would be through immigration inside an hour. 

We travelled down toll road 417 towards Osceola 
Parkway and looked out to see what damage Jeanne 
had done.  Lake Jessup was decidedly flooded on the 
Southern end with the water line well up adjoining 
properties.  We could see that tree damage was huge – 
it is estimated that Florida has lost about 30% of its 
tree canopies – but all the roads were clear and clean.  
This was only 1 week after Jeanne, and certainly in our 
corner of West Sussex it takes longer than that to get 
the evidence of storms cleared up.  As we continued 
our journey, we got our first sights of the blue tarps that 
some ‘wags’ have jested is now Florida’s State Flag.   

It was hard to see whether lake levels were up because 
for the most part, the lakes were just surrounded by 
water.  Unless the water was obviously lying against a 
house, or over a garden or field, we could not tell if it 
was a normal retention pond or lake.  Certainly the 
area of the 417 that takes a north/south direction was 
hit badly.  As the road turned to an East/west direction 
below Orlando International Airport we were among 
newer homes and the damage seemed to be slightly 
less.   

We drove onto Disney property as we were treating 
ourselves to a couple of nights in Animal Kingdom 
Lodge.  The only signs of the hurricanes at Disney 
were leaning trees on the central reservations.  Given 
the circular bare shapes in the grass, it would appear 
that some damaged trees had already been removed.  
Whilst there we did read of crews going around towns 
leaning against trees to get them back upright.  
Typhoon Lagoon had just reopened and there is still 
some evidence of broken tree limbs, but the 
infrastructure of Disney was sound. 

When we emerged from Disney two days later and 
ventured down U.S. 192 it was a different picture.  
Many of the large illuminated signs had been blown 
completely blown through.  We were quite surprised to 
see that the signs were covered with a sort of plastic 
fabric and not solid as we had assumed.  Many places 
with written neon and illuminated signs had letters 
unlit.  The whole appearance was rather shabby and it 
was difficult in some areas to see what was hurricane 
damage and what was closed or neglected shops or 
restaurants. 

As our house sustained only very minor damage the 
hurricanes had largely unaffected our vacation so far, 
but after a couple of days we decided to take the boys 
down to our favourite park at Lake Toho.  After the 30-
minute journey we were very disappointed to see the 
children’s play area all sectioned off and closed as they 
repaired it.  The large shade-giving trees, whilst still 
standing, were no longer providing as much shade.  
We decided to walk down to the lighthouse as we had 
come all that way.  There had been large-scale erosion 
of the right edge of the peninsula.  A paving circle 
around the lighthouse was collapsed on one side.  We 
collected 2 beautiful freshwater snail shells from the 
horde that had been washed up.  As we returned to the 
car park we were unsurprised to be told that we 
shouldn’t have been down there.  Someone had moved 
the barrier that had been blocking the entrance. 

So our impression of Florida matches that of the 
tourism agencies trying so hard to tempt visitors back.  
Florida is very much open and ready for business as 
usual.  That is not to say, however, that many people 
have suffered severe damage, and we know many rental 
homes are out of business for several months.  
Estimates show that one in five homes in Florida 
sustained some degree of hurricane damage. 
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Driving Through Frances 

We like many Florida homeowners watched and 
worried when Hurricane Charley slammed into 
Orlando. We were lucky and only had pool enclosure 
damage. When Hurricane Frances was on the horizon, 
I decided to go, but arrive AFTER the storm to check 
on any other damage.  I organised our tickets and was 
travelling on Delta from Gatwick to Orlando via 
Atlanta.  We then watched as Frances slowed down 
and Orlando Airport was shut.  Delta changed our 
flight to Tampa, just a short drive up I-4! 

We duly arrived at Gatwick at 6.20 am on Sunday 5th 
September for our flight and were not surprised to be 
told that our Tampa flight was cancelled as well.  We 
did have the choice to change days but we were 
determined to get there.  We decided to get to Atlanta 
and drive down from there if that was the only way.  
We were told that we would not get to Orlando that 
day.  I organise car hire for my clients from a friend of 
mine and contacted him at home to change yet again 
the pick up point for my car.  First Orlando, then 
Tampa then Atlanta. Thank goodness he is a friend. 

The flight to Atlanta was very boring, as always and 
when we had eventually cleared Immigration and 
Customs we went into a hall for either leaving the 
airport or getting a connecting flight.  A Delta official 
asked us for our ongoing arrangements and I 
laughingly said Florida, thinking that he would die 
laughing as well, but he told us that Tallahassee was 
still open and we could have that if we wanted.  I said 
yes, as it would mean that I didn’t have to drive all that 
way and also that I wouldn’t have to pay the $100 drop 
off fee for taking a car over from one state to another.   

We had 50 minutes till the flight.  Enough time to ring 
my long suffering friend and ask him to yet again 
change my pick up point for the car and get something 
to eat as the plane food was awful.  We got on the 
flight with about 10 minutes to spare and ate our Philly 
Cheese steak, which I thought would stink out the 
cabin, but if you saw what the Americans were eating, 
we shouldn’t have worried.   

The flight was only 35 minutes and we took off at 
3.55pm.  The plane was full of displaced Americans 
just trying to get home to places like Jacksonville, 
Orlando, Tampa etc and the apprehension was evident 
on all their faces.  We were just eating our dinner. 
About 25 minutes into the flight we started circling as 
a large thunderstorm was over Tallahassee. We did 
about 4 circuits of the ‘racecourse’ as the pilot 
described it and they then informed us that they were 
running out of fuel and as the storm had not moved 
and was probably the outer bands of Frances coming in 
we were returning to Atlanta!!!! 

We arrived back at Atlanta at about 5.10pm and 
everybody was resigned to either driving or sleeping at 
the Airport.  I was pondering ringing my friend again!!  
We taxied back to the Terminal and were about to do 
the usual grab for luggage and flee the plane when the 
Co-Pilot came out and told us that there was a window 
opening up at Tallahassee and they were going to re-
fuel, make sure that the hole didn’t collapse on itself 
and give it another go.  We now had a real party 
atmosphere on the plane and when both Pilots left to 
check maps, I told them to do what they had to do, I 
would look after the plane.  

Eventually the good news was that we were going to 
have another go and took off again at 7.25 pm.  We 
took a slightly longer route to get to Tallahassee and as 
we got closer I waited for the lumps to begin.  But it 
was one of the most benign landings that I have ever 
been on much to everybody’s relief.  Nobody really 
noticed that a 35-minute flight had actually eventually 
taken 4 hours 15 minutes. 

Tallahassee is a lovely little Airport and all my friend’s 
hard work meant that Hertz knew all about me when 
we got to the desk and were out of the Airport in 20 
minutes! 

It was lovely and warm outside but was by now getting 
breezy.  We started our journey along Interstate 10 and 
it started to rain.  It was obvious that we were 
approaching the outer bands of Frances.  I didn’t 
consider the conditions to be bad so decided to 
continue.  I am a trained driver and am used to most 
conditions.  We drove for an hour along Interstate 10 
and picked up I-75.  By now it was very dark with very 
little street lighting, either not there or not working.  I 
was surprised by the lack of traffic leaving Florida, but 
not surprised to be travelling alone going south.  

The wind was now getting gusty and was sustained at a 
good blow, no worse than the south coast in January 
but a lot warmer and the rain was now getting heavier.  
Only twice did I have to slow to 20mph because of the 
torrential rain and I had driven in worse in Orlando.  I 
was by now determined to sleep in my own bed and get 
to Kissimmee.  The journey along I-75 was very 
strange with intermittent lighting, one side of the road 
having lights and the other not but we carried on.   

We reached the Turnpike and the wind was now quite 
strong but I didn’t think too dangerous and carried on, 
a lonely figure on an empty road.  All the tollbooths 
were empty and we carried on and left at the Osceola 
Parkway exit.  We hadn’t seen a Police car or other law 
enforcement in all that way.  The next part of the 
journey was the most exciting.  They always say that 
people have accidents within 5 minutes of home; well 
we were crossing Shingle Creek when we hit about 9-
12 inches of water.  It took my speed down from 65 to 
about 10 mph in about 10 yards.  The engine didn’t 
stall and I drove out of the hazard.   
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Driving Through Frances (continued) 

We left the parkway at SR535 and drove the half a mile 
to our house.  It was so strange, it was as if we were the 
only people in Florida, there wasn’t a car, a bus, a lorry 
anything.  Nothing was moving. 

We later discovered that there was a mandatory Curfew 
that we had just driven straight through, but at least we 
got to our destination.  They said that we wouldn’t get 
to Orlando on that Sunday. Well, technically they were 
correct because we pulled onto our driveway at 
12.45am, the drive having taken just over 4 hours.  

We had taken all sorts of provisions with us, but when 
we arrived at the house, we had power and a very 
welcoming hot shower and then bed. 

When I think about what we did that night, I ask 
myself if I would do it again. The answer is yes because 
at the end of the day I was able to see first-hand the 
extra damage and put it right before it was allowed to 
get worse. 

As I am writing this, I am waiting to hear about 
damage from Hurricane Jeanne so I could be going 
again, but I hope this time not on so elongated a route. 

 
                                        Robin Willson 

Florida Homes And Travel Car Hire 
Rates through October 

*Autumn Special Offer – Minivan 7 Seater from £189 per week* 
 Fully Inclusive 

Weekly 

Fully Inclusive 

Daily 

Platinum Cover 

Weekly 

Platinum Cover 

Daily 

Economy 4 Door                                    £128 £22 £138 £25 

Compact 4 Door £140 £24 £150 £26 

Intermediate 4 Door £149 £26 £159 £28 

Full Size 4 Door £169 £29 £179 £31 

Premium 4 Door £186 £35 £196 £37 

Luxury 4 Door £205 £36 £215 £39 

Convertible 2 Door £205 £36 £215 £39 

4 Wheel Drive £199 £36 £209 £39 

Luxury 7 Seater £189 £36 £199 £39 
Minivan 8 Seater £247 £42 £257 £44 

These rates are subject to change 2 door models are available – please see our website or call for prices 

Please call 0500 50 50 87 for more details or email elle@floridahomesandtravel.com 

We accept Visa, MasterCard, Switch/Maestro and Solo  
Dollar or Alamo Cars 

*Previous cost - £199/£209 
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