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Osceola Water Hike

In November 2003 Toho Water Authority purchased the assets of Florida Water Services in
Osceola County. We don’t always report these sales that have been happening around the State
unless something obviously changes. Subscriber Ken Goodland returned to the UK in February
and alerted us that with this sale something had certainly changed. His sprinkler system
suffered a leak which was spotted by a helpful neighbour who alerted Ken’s Management
Company. They turned out promptly and fixed the problem quickly. Alerted to this — Ken
watched out for his water bill and was shocked with what he found. Firstly the bill came from
KUA (Kissimmee Utility Authority) and was tagged under his electric bill with just a one line
entry. Secondly, rather than the usual cap at 6000 gallons for sewer service, he had to pay sewer
service on the entire months consumption — a total of $111. The water supply only cost $40. Ken
no longer rents his home out, but had not changed the status of his house from that of a rental
home because with the cap on sewer services in place it was deemed unnecessary. Ken got in
touch with KUA who finally told him that rental properties were now classed as commercial
properties and the cap had been removed. After Ken informed us, we contacted the Toho Water
Authority which confirmed this was the case. Not only have Short Term Rental properties
within Osceola County been reclassified and the cap on sewer charges removed, but the sewer
charge has been increased to $4.90 per thousand gallons of usage. This will take effect from
April 15t (current target date) and a letter for homeowners is being prepared. If bills are
currently sent to a Management Company then the letter will be sent there and you should
contact your MC directly if you wish them to forward the letter to you. Customers like Ken
Goodland who have been charged at these rates prematurely will receive refunds for the months
of January, February and March. This new system will obviously have implications for those
with sprinkler systems and pools to top up and a separate meter for irrigation is probably going
to be most cost effective. Many houses may well have meters already fitted which have been
deactivated because the cap on sewerage charges rendered them unnecessary. It should be
relatively easy to reactivate these. Alternatively Toho Water Authority will fit a meter for you for
$250. The Customer Service number for Toho Water Authority is 407-518-2267.

Now Is The Time to Buy

On February 17" the British pound was worth $1.90 as
the pound continued its steady climb which began back

those owners who are fortunate enough to be able to fund
cash purchase.

A subscriber also pointed out that maybe the good
publicity in Britain surrounding the exchange rate and

in September 2003. Prior to this the pound had played
about between $1.68 and $1.54 — the year low in April —
since the beginning of 2003. Britain is claiming the
strength of the £ is due to higher interest rates resulting
in large investment. America is blaming its enormous
debts for the weakening of the $. The £ is at an eleven
year high since September 2™ 1992 when it was at
$2.0030 just before Britain pulled out of the ERM.

In the intervening 11 years the rate has oscillated by less
than 20 cents over each year. In the last 11 months the
rate has increased by nearly 40 cents and is widdy
predicted to be on course for $2 to £1.

This is excellent news for those new British owners
heading over the pond this spring with their deposits in
hand; they are in for a nice surprise. Even better for

the bargains to be had in America may counteract the
disastrous media coverage of visa and passport concerns
in January. This may have the postive effect of
persuading people to take a vacation after all. (Continued on

page 2)
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Now Is The Time to Buy

(Continued from page 1) That brings us on to another
dilemma. If your brochure/web site displays rental
prices in both dollars and pounds the rates are unlikely
to be currently compatible. You could put your $ rate
up to reflect the exchange rate, but then you risk
turning away the American rental market. The guests
in the British market have already begun to ask some
owners why the £ rate they display is still so high. You
could try to decide who is your biggest market and not
have both rates displayed together. If 90% of your
market is British then you could display the £ rate and
say that $ prices are available on application and vice
versa.

A Clarification

Judging by the repeated question we had when many of
you phoned last month, we were not clear enough about
the terms of the special offer on car hire during
February. The offer applied to Luxury 7 Seater cars
booked and paid for during the month of February.
The actual period of hire can be anytime up to March
2005. As we were unclear about the offer we have
decided to extend the rate of the 7 Seater for 2 weeks —
s0 if you have missed out please call by March 14" to
secure your car. This month’s special offer is on an
Intermediate 4 door car for £140 per week. Pease
check the back page for details.

Package Travel Regulations

Following contact with a few subscribers, and for the
benefit of our newer owners, who may be considering
arranging guests car hire, it isworth reminding readers
of The Package Travel Regulations. Under the terms
of the regulations a ‘Package’ must:

Be sold or offered for sale

Be sold at an inclusive price
Be prearranged

Include a minimum of two of the three
e ements of:
Transport

Accommodation

Other tourist services (not ancillary to
transport or accommodation) accounting
for a significant proportion of the package

“The hire of a car, when offered in a pre-arranged
combination with transport or accommodation, may
constitute a tourist service and thus create a package.”
Thisistaken from question 14 on the Frequently Asked
Questions page of the government’s excellent web page
about package travel. If you are at all uncertain — then
you can also order a free copy of “looking into The
Package Travel Regulations” by the Dept of Trade and
Industry on this web page:
http://www.dti.gov.uk/ccp/topi csl/guide/packtravel .htm .
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Outflanking a Hostile Bid?

There have been difficult times at the higher echelons
of the Walt Disney World Co. Roy Disney, Walt’s
nephew resigned in disgust apparently at the direction
the company is taking under the leadership of Michad
Eisner. There have been bitter words and open letters
in the papers, but that was nothing compared to the
collective shiver that went through the company and
many Orlando employees when cable giant Comcast
Corp made an unsolicited bid in February to take over
Walt Disney World Co for about $63 hillion. Experts
and newspaper editors went into convulsions about
what Comcast might or might not do with the
company, and editors focussed on the symbiotic
relationship between Disney and Centra Florida
Disney accounts directly for about 6% of the local
workforce. Disney has for the most part defined
Orlando, and placed it on the Global map since
opening in 1971. What was Disney’s take on the bid?
The company quietly went out and bought “The
Muppets” for about $90 million. Although Disney has
been pursuing the Muppets for many years — the timing
is very interesting. The last time a hostile bid was
made for Disney by Saul Steinberg in 1984, the
company bought Arvida — Florida real estate devel oper
— for $200 million. This then made Disney too big for
Steinberg.

Roy Disney (still a shareholder) has written to Walt
Disney Co shareholders to express his view that
Comcast’s offer “is clearly not the answer” to the
company’s problems. His view is that the company
needs new management not a new owner. So far,
Disney has reected the offer as under priced, but
Comcast has left it on the table, unchanged.
Shareholders have until March 3 to vote.

Florida Tickets

We have joined forces with www.floridatickets.co.uk
run by subscriber Dave Allen to provide access to
cheaper attraction tickets for both owners and your
guests. A direct link to his websiteis now on our site.

Miami Climate Data for Feb 1948-2000
(Al in degrees Fahrenheit)

The average high tempis 76.9
The average low temp is 66.7
The highest temp (on March 22 1977) 92
The coldest night temp (on March 03 1980) 32
Exchange Rates $to £

Feb 17 (high) 1.9048 Feb 01 (low) 1.8108
Jan 12 (high) 1.8507 Jan 17 (low) 1.8115

2003 High Dec 30 1.7785 2003 Low Apr 07 1.5497

Mortgage Rates
With zero points Jan 16 Feb 17
Fixed 30 yrs 5.63% 5.63% Wachovia

Adjustable 1 yr 3.75% 3.63% Wash/Mutual
Note: Mortgage rates are published as a service to readersto indicate

e
trends and must not be relied on in entering into any agreement.
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News Roundup

The future of Cypress Gardens is settled. All the
paperwork was signed on 25" February and Ken
Buescher of Wild Adventures in Valdosta Ga, is the
new owner. He has announced that the park will be
renamed as Cypress Gardens Adventure Park. More
than 30 rides will be installed — some roller coasters -
as well as a new water park in a $35 million
improvement. The park is till anticipated to open by
Memorial Day. Adult chargeswill be about $28.

At least 269 crashes were caused by wet roads in the
Central Florida region on Valentines Day between
3pm and 8.30pm. Fortunately only two crashes
resulted in fatalities.

SeaWorld in Orlando has a new addition. Kalina, a
17’ long 6,000 Ibs killer whale gave birth to a 7 long
350 Ibs calf on 9" February. Thelast killer whale birth
at Orlando wasin August 2002.

There is a new talk radio station in Polk County.
Florida Talks AM 1570 reaching from Celebration to
east Hillsborough County and from Polk’s northern
boundary to Fort Meade.

An extremely rare oarfish washed up on Sand Dollar
Island, the north end of Marco’s crescent beach during
February. Oarfish normally live at depths of 2,000 —
3,000 feet in tropical and temperate marine waters. It
is rather eel shaped and although this one was only
about 8 % feet long they can grow to 20 or 30 feet.
There have been reports of oarfish up to 56 feet in
length. They are rarely seen alive but one did surprise
divers at the U.S. Navy’s Atlantic Test and Evaluation
Centre in the Bahamas. It had been thought that
because of the elongated shape, the oarfish probably
slithered ‘eel’ style through the water. The divers
reported that they actually swim vertically using only
the dorsal fin rather like a seahorse.

Richard Branson’s Virgin Trains has expressed
interest in running the bullet train from Orlando to
Tampa -should it ever be built. Virgin officials have
been in close talks with the Florida High-Speed Rail
Authority. Although the train was written into the
Florida Constitution in 2000 by voters, Governor Bush
is set against it and is trying to get the amendment
repealed.

A bill will be passed this year making it illegal to
include suicide as a form of entertainment within
Florida. Thisbizarre law stems from arock group who
last year attempted to feature an actual suicide on stage
as part of the show in S Petersburg. After massive
protests and all possible legal manoeuvres the stunt was
not achieved, - the group then claimed the act would be
shown live on the internet but it never happened.

A miniature sculpture of Winston Churchill and
Franklin Roosevelt sitting on a park bench entitled
‘Allies’ has turned up at Palm Beach Jewellery and

Page 3

Antiques show. The sculpture, worth about £12,000
was one of only 50 made and had been stolen from
Braintree, Essex. It was recognized by a friend of the
sculptor, Lawrence Holofeener, who winters outside
Lake Worth. He then identified the item and knew its
true ownership by the edition number. The dealer had
bought it off a man who brought it into his shop in
Shipston — on — Sour, and felt that it would sell best in
the States. The dealer is not a suspect and was happy
to see theitem return to the rightful owner.

There is major resurfacing work on the U.S. 27 in
Lake County, as wdl as widening, resurfacing,
landscaping etc in Polk County. Work continues on
Interstate 4 to widen the road from 4 to six lanes.

‘Discover Florida’s Oceans’ could be the latest in a
long line of speciality license tags for cars. The Hubbs
— SeaWorld Research Ingtitute hope that if approved,
the tag could raise $1 million for research purposes.

Pasco County water has been honoured as the best
tasting water out of 9 utilities that entered a recent
‘American Water Works Association’ competition.
Samples will now go to Tallahassee for the State Wide
competition against 11 other regional winners.

The United States Tennis Association has announced
that the quarterfinals of the Davis Cup will be held at
West Atlantic Avenue Stadium in Delray Beach. The
event will be held over 3 days from April 9" — 11",

NASA has postponed all shuttle flights until 2005.

Top 10 Speciality License Plates:

Protect the Panther

Save the Manatee
Protect Wild Dolphins
University of Florida
Florida State University
Help Sea Turtles Survive
Challenger/Columbia
Tampa Bay Buccaneers

. Support Education

10. Choose Life

CoNOUOA~AWDNPE

Florida Lottery Winning Numbers

Date Numbers Winners/Jackpot$m
17/01/04 02-12-40-41-44-46 0 $28m
21/01/04 03-07-14-27-38-40 1 $35m
24/01/04 02-03-14-44-45-49 1 $3m
28/01/04 02-08-37-43-47-52 0 $3m
31/01/04 10-18-25-26-28-41 2 $7m
04/02/04 13-22-32-38-40-44 0 $3m
07/02/04 01-11-28-39-42-49 0 $7m
11/02/04 10-13-20-30-43-45 0 $10m
14/02/04 03-05-21-27-31-50 1 $15m

Numbers are obtained from the Florida L ottery (www.flalottery.com) as
a service to readers. We cannot accept liability for any errors.
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Homeowner News

SouthTrust Corp has reached an agreement with
FloridaFirst Bancorp Inc to purchase the bank for $146
million.  FloridaFirst has 19 branches within the
Central Florida region, including 2 in Winter Haven
and four in Bradenton. It had assets of $821million at
the end of 2003. SouthTrust Corp is a $51.9 hillion
regional bank holding company with headquarters in
Birmingham Ala.

The Villages, a retirement community in Lake County,
had the most new home starts during 2003 with 3,107
properties started. Way off in second was Avalon Park
in Orange County with 626 home starts. Poinciana in
Osceola County had 345 home starts.

The crime rate in unincorporated Polk County has
dropped by 40% since 1997. This is despite the
increase in the population of unincorporated Polk.
Although burglaries were up by 1%, robberies were
down by 12% from 2002. Sadly, aggravated
assault/battery was up by 17% over 2002.

The Home Depot has opened a third store in Polk
County at 2000 Eighth &. NW in Winter Haven. The
store features an outdoor garden centre and a
‘DesignPlace.” Home Depot had sales of $58.2 billion
in 2002 and is the second largest retailer in the U.S.

Center State Banks of Florida Inc had asset growth of
$114.1 million to $608.9 billion during 2003.

Florida Power & Light has a new greener power
available for those willing to pay for it. An extra$9.75
on your monthly eectricity bill signs you up to the
Sunshine Energy program which supports cleaner
electricity from wind, solar and bio-energy sources.
(Quite how they get the green energy to your house and
not to anyone else on your street, who hasn’t signed up,
is beyond me)

Residents of Osceola County are going to the polls on
March 9" in ahalf cent sales tax referendum.

January Orlando
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Federated National 1nsurance company, a subsidiary
of 21% Century Holding Company, has been given
approval by the Florida Office of Insurance Regulation
to take on 31, 000 homeowners’ insurance policies from
Citizens Property Insurance Corporation.

If you are thinking of selling your home for whatever
reason, you may do well to purchase a home warranty.
Thisislike an insurance policy specifically geared up to
cover the appliances and fittings for one year in which
time you can sell your house. A warranty purchased by
the sdller automatically transfers to the buyer upon
completion of thesale. It can be an attractive marketing
tool as your buyer will feel reassured that everything in
the house e.g., waste disposal or air conditioning unit
will be covered just in case. A home warranty can be
listed as a line item option in the standard listing and
purchase contracts. Not all homewarranty plansarethe
same, terms and conditions and trade call fees vary.
Some issuers are awkward about paying out, and rely
on first time sales to make their money. Other
companies pay out easily and positively encourage the
homeowner to use the facility during the first year, in
the hope that the owner will see the sense of such an
arrangement and continue to renew annually.

Ikea is considering opening a store in Davie, Broward
County. There are currently 18 Ikea storesin the U.S.
and there are plans to open 5 a year for the next 10
years! If this store gets the go ahead then it could open
by 2006.

Gas prices have increased by as much as 20% in the
last two months and are fast approaching the record
levels set in March 2003. The current average price of
a gallon of regular gas is $1.677. Last years record
price was $1.691per gallon — although that was a state-
wide average.

Englewood experienced 3 inches of rain in one day on
26" February as Southwest Florida had a month’s rain
in 24 hours. Normal rainfall for the month of February
is2.32 inches.

Below are the residential rates charged by various
municipal and investor owned utilities. Rates include
the basic cost of electricity — a combination of the base
rate of 1,000 kW hours and the monthly fuel adjustment
feeif applicable — and customer service fee:

1. Key West Electric $108.20
2. Tallahassee 104.18
3. Lakdand Electric 94.91
4. Tampa Electric Co. 91.79
5. Kissmmee 91.09
6. HoridaPower &Light 84.56
7. Progress Energy 81.62
8. Orlando 80.70
9. Gainesville 79.20
10. Gulf Power Co 75.50
11. Jacksonville 68.15

Source: Florida Municipal Electric Association
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Homeowners Association Task Force

“The Homeowner’s Association Task Force, a cross-
section of representatives involved with homeowners’
associations, was created at the Governors request to
harmonize and improve relations between homeowners,
homeowners’ associations and other related entities.
The members will provide input and make
recommendations for |egislative change consistent with
his vision for government and regulation”. (Mission
statement for the Task Force report — February 2004)

It was in 1992 that the Florida Legidature enacted laws
governing homeowners associations — placing these
laws in Chapter 617 of the Florida Statutes. After
expansion of these laws in 1995 and again in 1997
Chapter 720 of the Horida Statutes was created
exclusively for homeowners’ associations.  Unlike
Condo associations which have had a long time to
evolve their laws, homeowners’ associations are still
quite new and this is the latest attempt to refine the
current laws.

The full 46 page report including the draft legislation
that will be submitted as recommendations can be
viewed online at
http://www.myflorida.com/dbpr/os/hot_topics/hoa fina
|_report/hoa final report.pdf. (That is an ‘I’ as in
final). Some of the highlights of recommendations are
shown below:

The right to fly flags has been significantly
broadened;

HOA Board members will be subject to recall
under a clearly defined process that will
include recourse to fast track arbitration;

Arbitration and mediation will now be
available for aggrieved homeowners under
certain circumstances, avoiding  the
unnecessary expense and delays of litigation;

To ensure that homeowners are fully informed
before purchasing a home in a mandatory

homeowners”  association,  sellers and
developers will be required to make complete
disclosures.

Homeowners must be given notice before a
HOA Board can act on special assessments
and amendments that affect the use of lots.

Homeowners will have the right to be heard at
HOA Board mestings,

HOA Boards must allow homeowners to add
items to meeting agendas when petitioned by
20% of the voting interests;

Homeowners will have additional remedies
for false and mideading statements made to
them when purchasing;

Page 5

Statutory warranties for HOA common area
improvements,

Homeowners will be protected from
association liens resulting from unpaid fines,
or from fees that are not assessments;

Enhanced right of access to HOA records for
homeowners;

HOA board members, officers and managers
are subject to crimina penaties for sdf-
dedling and boards are required to use
competitive  bidding to ensure fisca
accountability;

HOA Boards will be held to higher financial
reporting standards to promote fiscal integrity.

It remains to be seen how many — if any — of these
recommendations are signed into law. 5 previous
bills to create reviews and recommendations have
falled to make it through recent legidative
sessions. One did make it through in 2003 but was
then vetoed by Governor Bush. In his veto letter
he stated his intention to create the Homeowners
Association Task Force to address the i ssues.

“l recognize that homeowners’ association in
Florida are facing a variety of difficult issues;
however, | believe it is inappropriate and
fundamentally unfair to use the government’s
taxation power to compensate for shortcomings in
private contractual arrangements to the benefit of
one party and to the detriment of another.
Instead, | have asked Secretary Carr of the
Department of Business and Professional
Regulations to form a task force to examine the
challenges that associations face. It is my hope
that practical solutions to these issues, like those
in this bill, can be found”.

An interesting point is that according to the task
force, there are currently no statistics or estimates
as to the number of resdents living in
homeowners’ associations within Florida.
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Back to Basics

This article is for the benefit of not only our new
subscribers but also for some longer standing owners
who are perhaps not entirely clear what al the taxes
and licenses are.

To start you need aHotel license. Thisisissued by the
Department of Business and Professional Regulations
— Division of Hotels and Restaurants. For this license
your house must comply with the Chapter 509 of the
Florida Statutes. The license costs $170 annually and is
issued every April. Thereis aone off fee of $50 if this
is your first application or if you are replacing a
previous collective license held by your property
management company. You can find the necessary
forms and telephone numbers to request an inspection
at http://www.state.fl.us/dbpr/hr/forms/index.shtml.

Now you need an Occupational licence. This allows
you to operate your home as abusiness. These cost $25
in Polk County and $30 in Osceola County for
instance. They are paid annually during August and
September. You can find the contact for your county at
www.floridataxcoll ectors.com.

You will need to register to pay Sales Tax. Floridalaw
provides that each sale or rental is taxable at the state
rate of 6%. Sales tax is payable monthly. You can
register for sales tax at
www.state.fl.us/dor/forms/enroll.

Moving on, you must pay Tourist Development Tax
on every rental. Also known as ‘bed tax’ this is not
currently charged by every county, but rates vary and
you will need to contact the county direct to find if and
how much your rate will be. Aswith the Sales Tax this
is payable monthly. Again you can find forms and
information on your county tax collectors web site
through the above link.

Still on Taxes, you will be charged Property and
Tangible taxes. The Property Appraisers Office
establishes the assessed value of a property, and the
Tax Collector then issues the tax notices. This tax is
collected annually beginning on November 1st and
continuing to March 31%. There are discounts
available for early payment. If the property owner pays
through and escrow account then the mortgage
company will be sent the bill and the owner will get a
copy. Tangible tax is assessed against furniture,
fittings, and equipment located in business and rental
property. Thisisagain paid between November 1% and
March 31% with discounts available for early payment.
You can once again find information about these taxes
and the necessary contacts on your county tax
collectors web site.

Finally, you will need to arrange payments to al your
Utilities. The best way is to contact your utility direct
and arrange to Autopay (direct debit) from your
account which is very straight forward. Of course,
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many management companies take care of all this on
your behalf saving you from many worries and extra
work.

Postbag

We received an e-mail enquiry from an American site
we advertise on for accommodation in our 3 bedroom
villa in Hudson, near Tampa, for one week in June 04.
Initial enquiry stated 4 adults, but had additional
questions. We emailed back that it was available and
asked for make-up of the party i.e. males/females. The
reply was rather startling! ‘My party is a girl scout
troop (age 14). | have 3 moms and 9 girls’!! | replied
in British fashion with humour, ‘In the words of John
McEnroe you cannot be serious, maximum occupancy
for our villa as decreed by Pasco County is six’. The
email reply said ‘I do not appreciate your rudeness (I
could have told you 6 adults and left it at that). | will
be sure NOT to refer your rental property to anyone’.
Nuff said.

Len & June Brockwell.

Apart from starting our day with a giggle, and there are
many enquiries like this (we have just had onein for a
women’s tennis team spring break 2005) this does
remind us of the importance of registers and booking
forms. All Short Term Rental properties have a
restriction on the number of guests that can occupy at
any one time according to the number of rooms
available. Owners are also required to keep an
accurate register of who is present in the house. The
most effective way to do thisif you handle this yoursalf
is via the booking form. Parties do change as family
members drop out or relationships change and it is
worth a last minute check with your guest to ensure
there are no amendments to be made to the booking
form.

This brings us on the wider question of how can you
ensure that guests tell the truth and don’t smuggle
more people into your house than are on the form?
When Guests have to collect house keys from the
Management Company it might be possible to spot that
acar looks alittle crowded or if thereis a coach parked
out front! But Guests who are going to smuggle in
extras are probably sneakier than that. MC’s could
drop in unannounced early the next day to check all is
well, but this tactic may still miss energetic guests who
are off to the parks early. It isworth while cultivating
good relationships with as many neighbours as possible
in the hope that if they are in residence and see any
thing (or any one) a hit strange they will let you know.
But there are really no easy answers. This subject has
been much debated with no resolution. The determined
guest who has every intention of smuggling others in
will find a way and be on the aert to detection. Make
sure you have, obviously, written in your terms and
conditions that violations of the booking form will
mean the security deposit is kept.


http://www.state.fl.us/dbpr/hr/forms/index.shtml
www.floridataxcollectors.com
www.state.fl.us/dor/forms/enroll
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The Amazing Story from lan
The story unfolds as follows:

My wife, Coral, and | have been visiting the
Jacksonville area off and on for the past 25 years and
more regularly in the past 7 years.

Coral wanted to have a final round of golf at
Jacksonville Beach Golf Club before we left for the UK
having been in Jacksonville for a month, so we duly
arrived at about 2.30 pm and registered for 9 holes.

As we were leaving the club house a gentleman who
had been entering scores on the computer, looked up
after hearing our voices and asked where we were
from; we answered that we were from the Derby area,
and he just said he knew where it was and that his dad
was from Liverpool but had left many years ago.

With that we left and took our receipt to the starter;
unfortunately there was no room to join the course as
there was a competition taking place; we felt a little
miffed, so went to the 10th tee to see if we could start
there. Two very friendly Americans offered some space
with them, but really as Coral is learning she wanted
some space to play on her own, so we went back to the
club house to request our money back or have a credit
to use on our next trip.

The gentleman who had been working on the
computer very kindly offered to help and spoke to the
starter over his two-way radio and found some space
so he accompanied us outside to ensure everything was
OK.

As we were standing on the steps | asked him if his dad
was involved in golf as we used to sell John Deere
equipment in the Liverpool area; he informed us that
his father left Liverpool to work in Sveden many years
ago as a Golf Professional; | said that we had a
relative who went out there also. At that moment | just
happened to glance over, for some reason, and saw the
name on his ID badge which was Sandy Suckling and
he was the Assistant Pro. at the club.

Coral then saidthe word " Barbara " to which he
looked quite shocked and replied that was his
Grandmother's name; Coral then said she had taken
the children to visit ‘our Aunty Barbara' in her warden
controlled home in Newbury on several occasions,
Sandy said he had also visited her there many, many
times. Incidentally, my mother was also named
Barbara after Sandy’s grandmother.

After various family names were mentioned it was
without doubt confirmed that Sandy was the son of my
uncle, Jim Suckling, who was my mother's direct
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cousin. Sandy's grandmother and my grandmother
were sisters.

| last saw Jim (Sandy's father) in 1960 when he and |
went to the Earls Court Agricultural showon a coach
trip when | worked for Blashford Motors, and we got
stuck in smog and had to spend the night on the back
seat of the coach together. | also remember that Jim
had a great sense of humour and kept us all amused.

After chatting for some time, we asked where Sandy
lived and he said Ponte Vedre: we replied that we had
a Condo also in Ponte Vedre Surprise, surprise,
he and his wife have lived on the same complex within
20 yards of our Condo for three years!

We obviously want to keep in touch and will certainly
meet up with Sandy and his wife when we next visit in
late December. Also Sandy advised that his father will
be visiting in early 2004.

What a wonderful happening. We had lost touch with
Jim many years ago and had no idea he had a son
called Sandy and it was a thrill and a pleasure to meset
him. Heis such a nice person (takes after his Dad).

We look forward to meeting more of the family in due
course.

lan Breach
Derby

Since writing this story lan and Coral have returned to
Florida to meet with Sandy and Janet and their story
has been featured in the local press “Ponte Vedra
Shorelines”. lan’s brothers and Sandy’s father have all
been in touch via email and thereislikely to be a much
bigger family reunion fairly soon.

Festivals

Kissimmee Kiwanis Bluegrass Festival:

March 5-7 2004. Three days of fun, family
entertainment and bluegrass music at the Exhibition
Building at Osceola Heritage Park.

Information: 813-783-7205

Friday Night Live:

March 12 2004. Monthly street festival that
includes live entertainment, crafters, kids play area,
food vendors, themed atmosphere and much more.
Downtown St Cloud, 903 Pennsylvania Ave.
Information: 407-498-0008

Florida Strawberry Festival

Until March 7 2004.  Livestock, Kids days concerts,
arts and crafts, parades, Midnight Magic. Fairgrounds,
Oak Street, Plant City, Near Tampa.

Information: 813-752-9194



Florida Homes and Travel

March 2004

Dumb Robbers Dumb Tourists

You might be forgiven for thinking that to be a robber A tourist from New York returned to his hotel room in
requires planning, bravado, nerve and maybe a bit of Key West and found that he had been robbed. In his
guile. Whilst in no way wishing to condone robbery in outrage he called the police and reported as stolen his
any form it could be suggested, quite fairly, that these watch, $50 in cash and some very high quality
guys were seriously lacking. Thereis the suspect in a Bahamian marijuana. It would appear that he later
bank robbery using handwritten notes to say “if a die regretted advising the police about the cache, because
pack explodes, so do you”. A separate suspect he gave an apparently false name and address and
discovered with red dye all over his hands claimed he wildly varying estimates of the worth of the watch from
had been decorating Easter eggs and it wasn’t dye from $3 to $30,000. He had declined to declare to police the
a bank dye pack! The same mistake had been madein amount or worth of the allegedly missing marijuana

two other banks. There is the teenager who forgot to

pack the right bullets for his gun when he attempted to Dumb Druggles

rob a store. The burglars who failed to recognise the When an alleged druggie went to the airport counter to
getaway car and leapt into an unmarked sheriff’s car. pick up a new shipment of marijuana, she got a
And finally, there were two men who stole abeer and a surprise when she was given two boxes containing
hot dog from a store and left behind ID cards and a human tissue destined for transplant operations. The
gun. They later phoned to ask if they could come to suspect was arrested with her partner when they
collect the items - the police were waiting. returned to exchange for the correct packages later.
Florida Homes And Travel Car Hire
Rates through April
*Special Offer for rentals paid for during April —= Compact 4 Dr - £130 pw*
Fully Inclusive Fully Inclusive Platinum Cover Platinum Cover
Weekly Daily Weekly Daily

Economy 4 Door £128 £22 £137 £25
COMPACT 4 DOOR £130 £24 £139 £26

I nter mediate 4 Door £153 £26 £162 £28

Full Size 4 Door £169 £29 £177 £31

Premium 4 Door £186 £35 £195 £37

Luxury 4 Door £205 £36 £214 £39
Convertible 2 Door £205 £36 £214 £39

4 Wheel Drive £237 £46 £249 £50

Luxury 7 Seater £197 £36 £207 £39

Minivan 8 Seater £247 £42 £255 £44

Thereisa surchar ge on bookings between July 1% & Aug 20" and Dec 1% & 15", Reservations for Guests must be made directly by us.
Theserates are subject to change 2 door models ar e available - please see our website for prices
Please call 0500 50 50 87 for mor e details or email elle@floridahomesandtravel.com
We accept Visa, Master Card (a2% surchargewill be made), Switch/M aestro and Solo
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