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Another Rise for State Farm?

In October State Farm Florida Insurance Company filed an application for yet another increase in
household insurance premiums. This time it was the turn of landlords, with homeowners who rent out
their houses asked to pay a state wide average increase of 67.9%. As with past applications the increase
will take effect for renewals prior to approval being given. The increase begins on November 15" and
will be refunded in the event of State Farm losing the application or an appeal. The rates for this type of
policy were last raised in March 2000.

In the same month State Farm has filed for a 6.9% general premium increase. During September the
company won the right to exclude 'mold' coverage from its standard policies, so now a separate ‘add-on’
policy must be taken out to gain coverage.

Again during October State Farm filed for an increase in Condo Association premiums. Last year the
company filed for average state-wide increases in Association premiums of 132%. This was rejected and
State Farm withdrew from that market, but eventually the company was granted a 70% increase and so
resumed issuing policies. The company is now after the rest of the increase.

It would appear that State Farm has suffered from the methods of its success. In order to attract new
policies during the nineties, rates were kept artificially low. Towards the end of the nineties there was a
huge increase in ‘mold’ damage claims which has had an enormous impact on the cost of household

insurance. Many companies lost money through these claims and then lost further funds in the
downturn of the stock market where traditionally they spread their profits and risks. As a result State
Farm must get premiums to a level that reflects the risks and makes a profit.

Plane Security Still a Worry

On October 16™ concerns were raised regarding aviation
safety at a congressonal meeting of the House
Transportation and Infrastructure Subcommittee on
Aviation. The Director of the Transportation Security
Adminigtration James Lay said the most likely threat the
aviation industry faces is somebody smuggling a weapon
or explosive device past airport screeners and onto a
plane. That threat is greater than somebody attempting
to sabotage a plane at an airport.

With breathtaking irony, that evening box cutters and
potentially explosive materials were discovered in plagtic
bags concealed within the toilets on two SouthWest
planes. This resulted in a national security search of
every commercia plane in America.  Notes within the
packages “indicated the items were intended to challenge
the TSA’s checkpoint security procedures”. The items
had in fact been placed in the toilets quite some time
prior to discovery by a student from North Carolina who
was using civil disobedience to highlight his concerns
about airline safety. He had been warning the TSA of
his actions by email for several months and claims there
are still other packages which have yet to be discovered.
The items were in fact clay in Playdoh tubs and bleach
inside suntan lotion bottles. Planes should be checked
completely prior to every flight by aviation security
personnel, but is more usually done by the crew.

Orange County Rejects Traffic Tax
On October 7" voters in Orange County voted against a
haf cent traffic tax. Entitled Mobility 20/20, the
measure would have generated $2.6 billion to improve
the roads within Orange County over the next 20 years.
Only 46% of voters were in favour despite the
horrendous traffic problems within Orange County.
There has been a population explosion recently, and the
existing road systems were never intended to handle the
sheer volume of traffic, couple those with the annual 40
million plus visitors and the result is often one big jam.
The proposals were for widening Interstate 4, possibly to
include toll lanes as wel, improving road surfaces,
sidewalks and railroad crossings. Traffic lights could
have been synchronised to help the traffic flow, bicycle
trails were planned and the development of alight rails
system. Despite the rejection, the problems still exist so
thisissue will come back again.
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Theme Park News

Anhueser-Busch is now selling tickets to its
theme parks through Southwest Airlines website,
www.southwest.com .

A SeaWorld Adventure Park Tycoons game is
now available for all budding theme park owners.
It is a simulation game which puts the player in
charge of the total creation of a marine life theme
park, with animal attractions, roller coasters, water
rides, shows, staff, and tickets. The PC game has
a retail price of $19.99.

“Katonga” is the name of a new theatrical
production at Busch Gardens in Tampa. Specially
created for Busch Gardens the show is the
creation of a community in Africa told through the
tales of 4 story tellers. Three years in the making
the show will feature dance, music, spectacular
costumes and giant puppets! The show will open
in Spring 2004.

The Mount Dora tour train has been renamed
Mount Dora and Lake Eustis Railway and has
resumed service. There will also be a dinner
service serving a four course meal to 30
passengers. The train will run on Wednesday
through to Sunday.

Nickelodeon has teamed up with Holiday Inn to
convert Holiday Inn Family Suites Resort into a
Nickelodeon themed resort. There will be a $20
million renovation to create a more child friendly
environment, Nick decorated children’s rooms with
TV’'s and video, large water slides and flumes.
There will be character breakfasts, live and
interactive stage shows. In addition to the two
bedroom suites with microwave and fridge, there
will be three bedroom suites, with two bathrooms
and a fully functional kitchen.

Universal Studios has begun a promotion called
“Stay and Play”. Until January 2" 2004, if you
stay four nights in a Universal hotel at a minimum
charge of $114 per person per night, then you will
be entitled to a seven day free pass to Universal
Studios and Islands of Adventure valid from Jan
2" through to June 19".

Shades of Green, the military resort at Walt
Disney World has closed until March 2004 for a
$55 million refurbishment.

Green Card Lottery.

It is still not too late to enter this year's Green
Card lottery.

Entries must be submitted between Saturday,
November 1% 2003 and Tuesday December 30"
2003. You can access the electronic diversity visa
entry form at www.dvlottery.state.gov during the
60 day registration period.
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In — Flight Safety Lectures
These are alegedly real examples of in-flight patter.

From a SouthWest Airlines flight attendant: “There
may be 50 ways to leave your lover, but there are only
4 ways out of this airplane”

Pilot: “Folks, we have reached our cruising altitude
now, so | am going to switch the seat belt sign off.
Fed free to move about as much as you wish, but
please stay inside the plane till we land...it’s a bit cold
outside and if you walk on the wings it affects the flight
pattern.”

After landing: “Thank you for flying Delta Business
Express. We hope you enjoyed giving us the business
as much as we enjoyed taking you for a ride”

As the plane landed and was coming to a stop at
Washington National, a lone voice comes over the
loudspeaker: “Whoa, big fella, WHOA!”

After a particularly rough landing during a
thunderstorm, a flight attendant on a Northwest flight
announced: “Please take care when opening the
overhead compartments because, after a landing like
that, sure as heck everything has shifted.

Flight attendant: “Last one off the plane must clean it.”
Did You Know

Unmarried women who parachute on Sundays in
Florida may be jailed.

Telephone Cards

After an extensive bit of market research whilst on a
boys fishing holiday in Florida, Tim has decided that
the “WorldCard” from 7-11 at $20 for 300 minutes
offers the best value for calling the UK from the States.
He would also be happy for me to mention that he has
fulfilled one ambition by catching a Tarpon!

St Petersburg Climate Data for
November 1948-2000

(Al in degrees Fahrenheit)

The average high tempis 76.9
The average low temp is 61.7
The highest temp (on November 1972) 89
The coldest night temp (on November 26 1950) 35
Exchange Rates $to £

Oct 24 (high) 1.6972 Oct 01 (low) 1.6657
Sep 26 (high) 1.6605 Sep 01(low) 1.5696

2003 High Oct 24 1.6972 2003 Low Apr 07 1.5497

Mortgage Rates
With zero points Sep 15 Oct 20
Fixed 30 yrs 6.00% 5.88% SouthTrust Bank
Adjustable 1 yr 4.38% 4.00% AmSouth Bank

Note: Mortgage rates are published as a service to readers to indicate
trends and must not be relied on in entering into any agreement.
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News Roundup

Senator Bob Graham has withdrawn from the
Presidential election race stating that since his
campaign launch was delayed due to his heart surgery,
he has been unable to raise sufficient funds to support
his campaign.

An energy bill authorizing an inventory of gas and ail
supplies in the Outer Continental Shelf, which extends
right around Florida 10 miles offshore into the Gulf
and 3 miles into the Atlantic Ocean, is being bitterly
opposed by a Florida Delegation in Washington as
potentially hugely damaging to Florida’s beaches.

Invitationsfor bidsfor Cypress Gardens have gone out
to nine interested parties and must be returned by Nov
14™ to be considered.

The Ironman triathlon is coming to Disney World on
May 23 2004.

The court battle for the National Do Not Call register
will continue on November 10". The Supreme Court
overrode an earlier decision by a lower court Judge
which barred the register and stated that the register
can operate whilst the appeal s process is gone through.

The Silver Spurs Rodeo claimed its new home for the
111" Rodeo at Osceola Heritage Park off US 192 on
October 9. In apublicity run, 40 Mexican Steers were
driven across U.S. 192 into the arena on October 3"
bringing traffic to a standstill for about 10 minutes.

Westfield America Trust, the American arm of an
Australian based company has expanded its Tampa
Bay portfolio of shopping malls (Westfield
Shoppingtowns) with the purchase of Sarasota Square
Mall.

Cracker Barrel Old Country Store Inc isto open its
47" restaurant in Fort Myers at | 75 and Daniels
Parkway.

The growing flock of migrating whooping cranes has
been in training al summer with an ultralight aircraft
which is now leading them back to Florida from their
summer quarters at Necedah National Wildlife Refuge
in Wisconsin. There are 16 youngsters making the
1,200 mile trip to Chassahowitzka National Wildlife
Refuge in Florida where it is hoped they will join up
with the 20 cranes from the previous 2 migrations.
There are only around 400 whooping cranes l€&ft in the
world and most of those are in a flock which migrates
between Canada and the Texan gulf coast. In 1941
there were only about 20 birds | eft.

Earthmark Companies added to its Florida resort
communities when it acquired Bahia Beach Island
Resort and Marina. It has been renamed Mariner’s
Club Bahia Beach and is located on 124 acres of white
sand on Tampa Bay’s south shore.
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Concha’ Me Crazy, a seafood restaurant has closed to
make way for more meeting space at Embassy Suites
hotel in downtown Orlando.

Governor Bush was present for the beginning of work
to restore southern Golden Gate Estates (an abandoned
development) to natural Everglade status. This part of
the larger $8.4 hillion Everglades restoration project
has to diminate 26 miles of road and 55,000 acres of
canals and empty lots to allow native flora and faunato
return. The restoration is expected to take at least
thirty years.

There is currently a mini crime wave around the
Busch Gardens area in Tampa, focusing on cars parked
near hotels and apartment complexes. The usual police
advice is not to leave valuables on show in your car.

Workers on a peat farm in Central Florida were
stunned to discover that a skeleton they unearthed
could be as much as 4,800 years old. The bones were
of a young man of around 20 and will be reburied in a
private ceremony after discusson with the two
American Indian Tribes of Florida.

Flight supplements are costing Scottish travellers to
Florida as much as £800 for a family of 4. Passengers
travelling on a Saturday in peak season from Glasgow
to Florida are paying £199 in supplements. Passengers
on asimilar flight from Gatwick would pay only £59 in
supplements. Labour MP Frank Roy will beraising the
matter in the House of Commons and with the Office of
Fair Trade.

The draw down of Lake Tohopekaliga is scheduled
to commence in November. It isacontroversial project
to lower the water level so that sediment and muck can
be removed from around the shoréline, leaving the
sandy bottom that fish like to spawn in and native
plants need to germinate. It is controversial because
the millions of gallons of water being drained off will
flow down towards Lake Okeechobee which is already
about 2 feet above its normal level. Residents in the
area are hitterly opposed to the draw down, however
experts say that the 40% reduction in volume of Lake
Toho will only equate to a 2 inch increase in Lake
Okee.

Florida Lottery Winning Numbers

Date Numbers Winners/Jackpot$m
15/10 20-21-37-39-42-44 0 $3m
11/10 11-16-17-38-44-50 1 $3m
08/10 01-04-06-16-32-39 1 $3m
04/10 04-07-15-25-38-40 1 $14m
01/10 05-25-29-46-49-51 0 $9m
27109 12-25-26-36-44-48 0 $6m
24/09 01-04-06-34-35-39 0 $3m
20/09 17-31-33-38-44-53 1 $1lm
17/09 25-28-40-46-52-53 0 $6m

Numbers are obtained from the Florida L ottery (www.flalottery.com) as
a service to readers. We cannot accept liability for any errors.
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Supplementary Survey

Thank you to everyone who responded to this ‘extra’
survey. It was reasonably successful and we may well
incorporate the questions into next year’s property
management survey to further improve the accuracy.

Unfortunately we did not have enough respondents with
2 or 5 bedroom houses to make a good average from, so
the results refer only to 3 and 4 bedroom houses. At
this stage we didn’t ask if homes had pools or spas so
that is another good reason to tag this onto the main
survey when al that information isreadily available.

Monthly Expenditure $ 3 Bed 4 Bed
Electricity $130 $159
Water $53 $80
Phone $29 $33
(50% provide freelocal calls)

Quarterly Pest Control $91 $96

(25% had thisincluded in fees or handled themsel ves)

Cable was $30 overall, but of the people who had the
more basic package - $19 was average. 25% subscribe
to the higher rate package.

Homeowner News

Lion’s Luxury Villas would appear to be a home rental
company to be avoided. A family who stayed in one of
their homes recently had to encounter an unclean house,
backed-up showers and toilets, a broken washing
machine, broken air-conditioning and no hot water.
Complaints against the company are mounting up at the
Better Business Bureau from dissatisfied tourists.

Tampa City Council has eased watering restrictionsin
Pasco, Hillshorough and Pinellas Counties from once a
week to twice a week from November 1.
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Tampa City Council has also voted to allow alcoholic
sales at Tampa International Airport from 7am on a
Sunday.

Last month we wrote about the interesting situation
regarding collective licenses and an apparent
entitlement to move belongings around, from house to
house, for the management company hold such a
license. Although we had checked this situation at the
highest level we could reach and been assured that this
was the case — unsurprisingly it has turned out to be
wrong. It has now been clarified at the highest level
available (again) twice, and by two separate people, that
this is not, nor has ever, been the case, and that
companies who practise thisarein fact stealing. Thisis
very reassuring and provokes questions about the
management company who were discovered to be
washing a neighbours laundry in a homeowners house
after their washing machine broke down. It could be
argued that this was theft of the homeowner’s electricity
and water and therefore money.

Florida Statute 689.26 has been causing a few
problems to house sdllers. A new Disclosure Summary
form, required since July 1% 2003, demands sdlers to
answer questions about their property on a form then
given to prospective purchasers before contracts are
entered into.  Failure to completely and correctly fill
out the Disclosure Summary form entitle the purchaser
to cancel any contract within three days of receipt, up to
and including the day of closing. The language of the
form is very legalistic and apparently many realtors are
not fully familiar with the questions. But if your
property is located within a homeowner association
(and most STR’s are) then you must complete the form
on sade of your property. There are many other
situations in which the form must be completed and
competent advice must be sought.

M anatee County has increased its tourist tax from 3 to
4 centsto fund extra advertising for the county.

Orange County tourist tax collections were up in
September by for the first time in seven months.

If you have ever doubted the importance of your
termite pest control then doubt no longer. A home
owner who moved into her new (resale) house in
August was stunned to be given 3 hours to get out by a
structural engineer. He said damage to the support
beams throughout the house meant the house could
collapse at any time. The homeowner had paid U.S.
Inspect $475 for a home and termite inspection which
had found nothing suspicious, however the engineers
said there was structural damage to every external wall
of the property. In many, many places, the walls were
held up by plaster and wall paper. Asafinal insult, the
termite bond held by the finance company was invalid
as it only applied to damage occurring after purchase of
the property.
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In November 2000 voters chose to have a high speed
train across the state from Orlando Internationa
Airport to Tampa International Airport. After 2 %
years, 28 days of meetings and just days to go before a
signing deadline expired, the Florida High Speed Rail
Authority have chosen a route and builder. The track
will run aong the Central Florida GreeneWay from
OIA to Disney property initially. The difficult part has
been choosing between a route which includes the
Orange County Convention Centre and International
Drive, and one which bypasses that and goes straight to
Disney. Disney refused to allow the train over its land
if it went via International Drive and promises to
deliver 4 million passengers a year with its preferred
GreeneWay route. The Orange County Convention
Centre and | Drive could only project 2 million
passengers a year. Disney will also construct a station
on its land and there will probably be a station at
Lakeland. FluorBombardier will be the builder.

The Department of Homeland Security unveiled its
new system for checking the biometric data of visa
holders which will be in place in air and sea ports by
December 31% 2003. Therewill be a scanning machine
to check fingerprints and a digital photograph of the
passenger will be taken. This information will then be
stored securely to create a travel record for that
passenger. The passport or visawill be scanned at exit
and another set of fingerprints taken and information
will be added to the travel record to show you have | eft.
It is expected that the process will add only seconds to
the immigration procedure.

Anheuser-Busch, the owners of Busch Gardens and
SeaWorld, has been awarded a prestigious 2003 Vision
for America award by Keep America Beautiful, Inc.
Keep America Beautiful have presented this annual
award to corporations it feels have significantly
enhanced civic, environmental and social stewardship,
since 1986. Busch Gardens and SeaWorld have the
largest collection of animals in the world and are
leaders in caring for and protecting threatened species
around the world. They have also created the single
largest wetlands conservation area in the world.

The Mirasol community for seniors at Celebration in
Osceola County has been named as the best luxury
senior apartment community in the nation by Multi
Family Executive magazine.

Avatar Properties the builders at Poinciana and
Bellalago master planned communities sold 556 homes
during the third quarter, 93% more than 2002.

Homes sales in Florida during September were very
hot, with a 34% increase in existing home sales state
wide over September 02. Prices were also up state
wide by 12% over the same period.

Hotelsin Central Florida are beginning to install free
high speed internet access in rooms targeted for
businesstravel and long stay travel.

KB Home has become the first large company to adopt
a Nationa Housing Quality Certificate Programme.
Developed by the National Association of Home
Builders Research Center, the NHQ Certified Trade
Contractor must complete 15 hours in a classroom,
create a customized quality assurance programme and
manual, undergo a random site evaluation and
participate in an annual audit to demonstrate how his
skills have developed. KB Homes is implementing the
training nationwide and all contractors will eventually
undergo the training in order to continue working for
the company.

Jacksonville has become a port for cruise liners.
Celebrity Cruises had its first sailing in October and
Carnival Cruiseswill begin sailing in February.

If your phone bills seem unusually high, check
closdly. A scam has been uncovered in the Lake
County Detention Center involving phone numbers
with the area code 352 and 407. Inmates would think
of a random number, call and check it was real and
then use the number to charge calls to family and
friends. Calls from the detention centre start at $2.35
per minute. Sprint Telephone Company has assured
customers it will not make charges for any calls shown
to be part of the scam which went undetected for six
months.

Metro Orlando Monthly Occupancy -
September

Area 2003 2002 +/-
Metro Orlando 48.3% 46.5% 3.9%
International Drive 50.8% 50.0% 1.6%
LakeBuenaVista 55.5% 51.4% 8.0%
Kissimmee East 42.9% 42.2% 1.7%
Kissimmee West 34.7% 32.6% 6.4%

Your file was so big, it might be very useful. But now it
is gone. Haiku poetry message, to replace Microsoft
Word error message.
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Crossing America Part 2

Oklahoma City proved to be the nicest city we had
visited so far. It combines some beautifully restored old
buildings with some attractive new ones. A trolley tour
gave us a superb overview of the city's main sights
from the rather unique working oilrig in front of the
State Capitol Building to the memorial at the site of the
1995 Federal Building bomb. We then drove to the
National Cowboy and Western Heritage Museum,
where we spent three interesting hours meandering
around the varied exhibits covering all aspects of the
Wild West. We returned to our hotel via Route 66 and
found a fascinating block of original buildings in
Bethany. It gave us a taste for our next few days
exploring 800 miles of Route 66.

Trying to follow Route 66 proved to be a stressful
exercise. We had an "authoritative” book on the
subject, plus an Oklahoma Route 66 Association
newspaper containing maps and details of the towns
en-route. The general problem is an abysmal lack of
road signs. We worked it out after a few mistakes.
Route 66 tends to run alongside the Interstate, except
where it comes to Interstate exits or towns. Kathleen
commented later that day that we had not had the radio
or a CD on all day because we had to concentrate so
much on finding our way! In genera the Oklahoma
towns on Route 66 are far more interesting than the
Texas ones. Bethany, Hydro, Wesatherford, Clinton and
Elk City are the stars in our opinion. The Oklahoma
Route 66 Museum in Clinton isreally interesting, more
so than The National Route 66 Museum in Elk City.

After leaving Oklahoma we entered what is called the
Texas Panhandle. What an empty, bleak area this is!
Roalling scrub hills with hardly anything to be seen all
the way to the horizon in any direction. As we got
closer to Amarillo the scenery changed, first to cattle
ranching country and then arable farming. Amarillo is
no great shakes and we modified our plans and decided
to only spend one night there.

The following day we decided to add Santa Fe in New
Mexico to our trip. It was another long day driving
through amazingly featureless territory. Even our
Route 66 guide suggested hopping off the Interstate at
each place to explore then hopping back on. Probably
the most interesting place all day was Adrian, Texas.
This is the half-way-point on Route 66 from Chicago to
Los Angeles. A famous cafe marks the spot, and unlike
so many we had come across, it was open and thriving.
The 320 miles from Amarillo to Santa Fe took us up to
over 7,000 feet above sea level.

Santa Fe is really different from anywhere we had
been. Sunday morning after we attended the morning
service at a local church we took a trolley tour of the
city. It was excellent, giving us a great overview of the
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city, its long history back to the 1500's and the main
sights. At one point on the tour when we were high up
on Museum Hill, we could see over 50 miles across the
Rio Grande River valey to the mountains beyond.
Pretty yellow and lilac coloured flowering wild shrubs
accompanied the Fall colour of the trees. Part of Santa
Fe's charm is that no building is alowed to be higher
than its famous cathedral, and the city's rigid rules
require buildings to conform to the Spanish/Mexican
pueblo style. It is a beautiful, charming, small city. It
was an inspired decision to change our plans and spend
two nightsin Santa Fe.

Monday was an unusually easy day as we only drove 77
miles from Santa Fe to Albugquerque. We stopped on
the way at the Sandia Peak Cable Car north of
Albuguerque. In 2.7 miles the cable car climbs to the
peak at 10,378 feet. On the Tuesday we went to explore
the Historic Old Town of Albuquerque. Established in
1706 by the Spanish it follows the same style as Santa
Fe with a picturesque plaza and old, low, adobe style
buildings in the side streets off it that house
restaurants, expensive galleries and gift shops, many
featuring New Mexican Indian art. At first Old Town
looked a very small area, but we spent 6 hours there
with only a one-hour diversion to visit the National
Atomic Museum on the edge of Old Town. It tells the
tale of the discovery of atomic science, and the
development of both peaceful and warfare uses of
atomic energy. It is a fascinating background in a
controversial subject and such a marked contrast to its
three centuries old neighbour. Finaly we drove along
parts of Route 66 in Albuquerque that we had missed
due to our side trip to Santa Fe. There is a surprising
number of surviving buildings from Route 66's Art
Deco period in the city.

Wednesday 1st October we left Albuquerque for the
156-mile drive on Route 66 to Gallup, near the New
Mexico/Arizona State line. The biggest excitement of
the morning was crossing the Continental Divide at
just over 7,200 feet above sea level.

On Thursday we drove 249 miles to the famous
Goulding's Lodge & Trading Post in Arizona, within
sight of Monument Valley, which isin Utah. The
countryside was scrubland with occasional dramatic
peaks of rock standing hundreds of feet up from the flat
plateau surrounding them. It rained most of the
morning, thefirst time that had happened to uson a
travelling day. A 25-mile diversion took us to the Four
Corners National Monument. Thisistheonly placein
the USA where four states meet, Arizona, New Mexico,
Colorado and Utah. Kathleen duly put a foot in each of
two states and put a hand in each of the other two for a
photo! After checking in, we headed to the Monument
Valley Visitor Centre. We paid our park fee and set out
on the 17 mile self guided tour, which is a challenging
unmade road. The other option isto pay for atour, but
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since they only use regular minibuses we decided our
trusty Honda should face no problems. Sadly the sun
didn't shine, but at least it stayed dry until just before
the end of the drive. Then a spectacular thunderstorm
and heavy rain started to turn the sandy parts of the
road a hit tricky. The car was definitely in need of a
wash after that! We headed back to the Lodge, only to
find that the storm had knocked out electrical power.
We had dinner in the candle lighted dining room
before it got dark. Sadly there was no visible sunset as
the rain clouds blanked out the sun. Similarly on
Friday morning there was only the slightest hint of
sunrise behind dark, heavy clouds. We set off later than
usual, so that we could have a look around the historic
Goulding's Trading Post Museum, which had been
blacked out the night before. It isfull of memorabilia of
the many cowboy films made in Monument Valley.

It rained solidly all morning for the drive to Kanab,
Utah. The scenery, such as we could see through all the
rain, got more interesting as the day went on. At Kanab
we decided to change our plans and head to Zion
National Park, rather than Bryce Canyon because the
wesather seemed better going west than north. By the
time we reached the Zion visitor centre the sun came
out to greet us. We redlly enjoyed Zion. The scenery is
much more varied and interesting than Monument
Valley. The canyons are very dramatic, the roads
narrow and winding like an alpine pass, but there were
also lots of colourful trees, flowers and vegetation. Just
outside the southern park entrance is the charming
small town of Springdale where we spent the night.
Exploring the town before dinner we saw a beautiful
rainbow over the mountains surrounding the town.

Saturday morning we had a relatively short drive to
Bryce Canyon National Park. It was a sunny, warm
day, though being 8,300 feet up the breeze was cool.
Unlike Zion where you are in the bottom of the canyon
looking up, at Bryce you are at the top of the canyon
looking down into it. The views were spectacular. We
were surprised to discover that Bryce has an average of
332 inches of snow ayear. In fact the only months that
have only an immeasurable trace is July and August.
That night we stayed in Cedar City, Utah a picturesgue
town surrounded by mountains.

Before setting out on the Sunday we treated the Honda
to a car wash. Normally we would go to church, but
this town of 13,000 population has 62 Mormon
Churches, but not many of other sorts! So we settled for
watching the Mormon Tabernacle Choir on TV while
we packed. The 170-mile journey south was very easy
and in no time we could see Las Vegas on the skyline.
We got a great deal on the Internet at Circus Circus. It
is interesting to see how Las Vegas hotels are now
appealing to families with young children. We spent
the next three days catching up with what's new in Las
Vegas since we were last there in 1995, and there
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certainly was alot to see. Las Vegas is a one-of-a-kind
place. It has to be experienced to be believed.

On Thursday it was time to hit the road again as we
were expected at our friend Lou's that afternoon. The
first 150 miles is boring desert. Crossing the find
mountain range into the Los Angeles basin took us
from clear blue skies into smog and a 20-degree
temperature drop. On Friday Lou took us to Newport
Beach and then over on the ferry to Balboa Island. In
the afternoon we had a very interesting visit to the
Richard Nixon Presidential Library, which is built
adjacent to Nixon's parent's home where he was born.
On Saturday Lou took us out for the day to Temecula,
which is about 60 miles inland. The historic downtown
area dates back to 1869. Some of the origina buildings
gtill have sidewalks with hitching posts for horses!
After walking Main Street admiring the cars there for a
classic car show and exploring some of the antique and
collectibles shops, we headed out of town to the
vineyards in the valley. We had a redly enjoyable
lunch at one winery and stopped at a number of the
other 17 in this compact valley. It is a redly
picturesque area. On Sunday we relaxed by our friend’s
pool at his home in Anaheim Hills, from which you
can see Disneyland in the distance. On Monday we
explored the Pacific Coast Highway between Newport
Beach and Dana Point. We enjoyed couple of hours on
the beach at Dana Point watching the surfers before
heading back to explore trendy Laguna Beach.

Tuesday we bade farewell to Lou, and headed south.
The Pacific Coast Highway from Newport Beach to San
Diego is not as well known as the LA to San Francisco
part, but is just as enjoyable We think Balboa
Peninsula and Idand, Laguna Beach, La Jolla and
Coronado are the places not to be missed. We stayed in
La Jolla, which is very picturesque, with lots of
galeries, shops and restaurants. The Pacific Coast
Highway is also known as Historic Route 101, and is
marked similarly to Route 66. Many restaurants and
diners have joined in the sentiment by having colourful
murals painted on their walls, and some main streets
have a similar ook to some of the Route 66 towns.

On Thursday we headed back to Newport Beach to stay
with our friends Sorel and Gail. Their homeison Lido
Islein Newport Harbor. That night we had a

memorabl e evening when they took us out on their
Duffey electric boat for cocktails at sunset, before
docking at a waterside restaurant for dinner. On Friday
we borrowed their bicycles and explored Balboa. The
beach homes along the boardwalk are all individual,
some with really pretty gardens, and you find yourself
forgetting to look where you are going because you are
so fascinated by the homes! So having travelled 4,275
miles so far on our trip, on Saturday it was time to start
our return journey to Florida by a different more
southerly route, as we will tell you next month.
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Brawn Not Brain!

If you had stolen a car at knife point it might indicate
that you had a certain disregard for the law. Not
necessarily though, James Kent of Bonita Springs did
just that and then went to the Lee County Sheriffs
office to report a disturbance. So he must have a bit of
respect for the law you might think, but obviously not
much brain because he drove to the police station in the
car that he had carjacked!

No Visas for Floating Truck 10

You may remember the Cubans who floated a truck
most of the way to Florida and once discovered, 40
miles off the coast of Florida hoped that the audacity of
their act would guarantee them U.S. Visas? Sadly for
them that was not the case. Official letters have
arrived for 10 of the twelve stating that they do not
meet the necessary requirements to be processed under
current regulations.

Sitting Comfortably?

A 61 year old Pasco County man had to be rescued by
the emergency services after he became trapped in a
hole in the floor of his mobile home. It appears that
the floor may have rotted beneath the carpet before the
28 ¥ stone man dlipped through. He was a little
uncertain about how long he’d been there but it was
certainly several hours. A neighbour had seen him
there earlier and thought he was just sitting in the hole.
When he offered to call someone the man had said “no,
I’ll get up myself’. The neighbour eventually called
for help and it took 8 men to lift the poor chap.

Secure All Loose Items

When one rides on a roller coaster it is usual to see
several signs reminding one to secure loose items or
stow them in alocker. One man must have missed all
the signs whilst queuing for the Dueling Dragons
roller coaster at Universals Isands of Adventure. His
prosthetic leg fell off and fell into a pond underneath
theroller coaster. Dive teams have been searching, but
Universal said it would replace the leg if it was not
found.

‘Bushisms’

Whatever you think about President Bush — thereis no
getting away from the fact that he has a way with
words. Here are afew of his special phrases:

“I appreciate preservation. It’s what you do when you
run for President, you’ve got to preserve.”

“More and more of our exports come from overseas.”
“Rarely is the question asked, is our children learning”

“One word sums up probably the responsibility of any
governor, and that one word is, ‘to be prepared’.”

“They misunderestimated me”

“We’ll let our friends to be the peacemakers and the
great country called America will be the pacemakers.”

And our favourite:

“One of the great things about books is sometimes
there are some fantastic pictures.”
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Car Hire Weekly Subscriber Rates

Fully Inclusive with Alamo or Dallar

Economy 4 Door £143 Luxury 4 Door £227
Compact 4 Door £151 Sport Utility/4 Wheel Drive £227
I nter mediate 4 Door £167 Luxury 7 Seater £227
Full Size 4 Door £178 Minivan 8 Seater £240
Premium 4 Door £201 Gold ratesare an extra £12

All specially negotiated ratesfor subscribers. Please call 0500 50 50 87 for mor e details
Now accepting Visa, Master Card and Switch

Copyright 2003 Florida Homes and Travel. Reproduction prohibited without written permission.

Published since 1989. Available only by annual subscription.

Please give us four weeks notice of a change of address to ensure your copies are correctly addressed. If you plan to winter in
Florida your copies can be forwarded to your Florida address if you advise us in advance of your travel and return dates.
The subscription reference on your mailing label comprises the first three letters of your surname, our reference number for
your last subscription payment, and the month and year that your current subscription expires. If possible please quote this
in any correspondence or e-mails.

Internet e-mail: dle@floridahomesandtravel.com .Web site: www.floridahomesandtravel.com
UK mailing address - No postage stamp required if posted in Great Britain, Channel Islands or N. Ireland.
FloridaHomes & Travel, FREEPOST SCE 15595, LIPHOOK, GU30 7BR UK Tel: 0500 505087
To Phone from the US: 01144 1428 741438



mailto:elle@floridahomesandtravel.com
www.floridahomesandtravel.com

