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State License Fee Raised 
The Short Term Rental State License Fee has been raised for the first time since 1989.  It has increased 
by $49 from $121 to $170 per annum.  For a new applicant the one time fee of $50 still applies making a 
total of $220 for new homes.  If you need to apply for a new license after Oct 1st then the new half year 
rate will be $90 plus the new application fee of $50 making a total of $140.    The rate for multiple home 
owners has also increased by 100%.  If an individual homeowner owns more than three homes then they 
can apply for a collective license costing $150 and then $10 for each home.  This was previously $5 per 
house.  The rule also applies to Management Companies. This means that some M. C’s can offer a 
discount to their home owners which could now be even more substantial, however, some may indeed 
use this facility as an opportunity to gain extra funds from their clients by charging the owner the full or 
an inflated fee and only paying the collective fee.  There is a certain amount of work involved in 
renewing a license fee and that can be reflected in an administration charge, but if you are being 
charged the full cost it might be worth checking that you are getting your own individual license.   A 
collective license also enables M. Cs to treat their collectively licensed homes as though they are hotel 
rooms and move furnishings around from house to house at will, with the individual owner knowing 
nothing about it.  This is a rather interesting position.  If for instance guests go into your home and find 
the T.V. blown up or a kettle not working, the M.C. could obtain temporary replacements from another of 
their houses until a permanent replacement can be found and this would be to your benefit.  But if you 
were the other homeowner would you want your possessions going to other people’s houses of which 
you have no knowledge and with probably no notice.  If you are a hands off owner this arrangement may 
suit you, otherwise it could be a rather alarming prospect.  
 

2002 Tourism a Record 
The massive marketing campaign that Visit Florida - the 
States official tourism marketers - embarked on at the 
end of 2001 and continued through the first half of 2002 
was an advertising success.  2002 turned out to be a 
record year for tourism in Florida, bettering the previous 
record of 2000 by 4%.  Figures released show 75.5 
million visitors in 2002.  The figure for 2000 was 72.8 
million.  International tourism was down by over 10% 
from 2000 and over 16% down on 2001.  So the 
domestic US market played a vital role in making up and 
exceeding the numbers. 
However, a record year of tourist numbers does not show 
the full picture.  Domestic US visitors stay less time and 
spend less money than overseas visitors.  Heavy 
discounting of accommodation was necessary to attract 
visitors and bed tax collections were down month after 
month last year.  Although theme parks and attractions 
appeared busy domestic tourists were not spending 
money in other ways such as shopping and dining. 
Early estimates for the second quarter of 2003 show the 
trend continuing with international travel still down by 
nearly 5% over 2001 and domestic travel up by 0.9% 
The Brits were the top overseas visitors to Florida in 
2002 with 1.29 million visitors. 

Do Not Call List in Jeopardy 
The National No Call list for telemarketers due to 
commence on October 1st was put in jeopardy by a Judge 
who found that the Federal Trade Commission had 
overstepped its authority in creating the national list.  
The Lawsuit was brought by the Telemarketers in an 
attempt to protect jobs and profits.  Congress then moved 
with exceptional speed and voted almost unanimously to 
overturn the Judge’s ruling as did the Senate.  But then a 
Judge in Denver ruled the list was unconstitutional 
because it did not cover charities - thereby breaching the 
first amendment right of free speech.  By not including 
charities, householders were denied the right to choose 
who could call their house.  As we expect this fight to go 
right to the wire here is the website to register on 
Florida’s do not call list which is unaffected.  
www.800helpfla.com . 
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Theme Park News 

Fantasy in the Sky is over.  Walt Disney Worlds’ 
Magic Kingdom has signed the death warrant on 
the show that has been around since the 
Presidency of Gerald Ford.  It will be replaced 
during October by a show called “Wishes” 
narrated by Pinocchio’s Jiminy Cricket.  The 
display will be a “heart tugging story about a wish 
come true”.  But Tinker Bell will still be there flying 
through the sky.   Also on the way out is Alien 
Encounter which will close on October 12th.  The 
replacement attraction will not be launched until 
next autumn, but will most likely feature Stitch, the 
character from the film Lilo and Stitch.  Epcot has 
begun work on new ride to be opened in 2005.  
Similar to “Soaring over California” at Disney 
Land, California – the ride is going near the Land 
pavilion. 

Vivendi Universal - the owners of the Universal 
theme parks as well as Universal Television - has 
agreed to a merger with NBC, owned by General 
Electric Co.  It is not known whether NBC will 
retain and operate the theme parks or sell them 
on. 

Pirate’s Dinner Adventure has included a disco 
called “Buccaneer Bash” within its regular 
admission price.  The disco will take place after 
the normal dinner theatre.  Pirates is at 6400 
Carrier Drive between International Drive and 
Universal Boulevard. 

You can pretend you have visited the Kennedy 
Space Centre now courtesy of an official souvenir 
shop recently opened at Orlando International 
Airport. 

There is a new show at SeaWorld’s Nautilus 
Theatre.  Cirque de la Mer closed in April and has 
now been replaced by a non-traditional circus 
show called Odyssea. 

Green Card Lottery. 
Entries must be submitted between Saturday, 
November 1st 2003 and Tuesday December 30th 
2003.  You can access the electronic diversity visa 
entry form at www.dvlottery.state.gov during the 
60 day registration period.   

UK –US Split 
You may remember that in our Annual Property 
Management Survey we asked you for your breakdown 
of UK and US guests.  The percentage breakdown 
overall was about 75% UK and 25% US.  There were a 
handful of people who reported around 5% other 
nationalities as guests.  Of 75.5 m visitors in 2002 only 
1.29m were Brits (the biggest group) leaving a huge 
untapped market at which owners should be directing 
their efforts. 

Dining 
You can taste the food of almost every nation 
somewhere in Florida and here are 5 new places to try: 

Fatty Tuna – Jacksonville – Japanese. 
Casual Diner average price less than $40 a head. 
1173 Edewood Ave  904-384-9669. 

Sushi Rock Grill – St Petersburg – Asian. 
Excellent Sushi and Sashimi in casual setting at $40-
$60 a head. 
1163 9th St N    727-898-7625. 

Vernona Restaurant – Sarasota – Mediterranean 
Dressy with reservations suggested, sumptuous 
Mediterranean food at more than $80 a head. 
1111 Ritz Carlton Dr   941-309-2000. 

Black Swan – Orlando -  New American 
A dressy restaurant over looking the golf course at 
Villas of Grand Cypress.  Reservations are suggested to 
enjoy a new take on the classics.  Dinner only, $60 - 
$80 a head. 
One, N Jacaranda Blvd (Villas of Grand Cypress) 
407-239-1999. 

Copenhagen – Delray Beach – Danish 
Run by the same people as Flemings in Miami – a must 
if you want Danish (not pastry).  A dressy diner in the 
$40 - $60 region. 
115 N.E. 6th Ave   561-276-6900.  

Research 
We are doing research for a possible future article 
regarding how management companies can make 
money from you or your guests.  Not monthly fees etc – 
more commissions on ticket sales, or kickbacks from 
suppliers.  If you have other examples of how M.C’s 
can make extra money please let us know by phone, 
mail or email to elle@floridahomesandtravel.com . 

Fort Myers Climate Data for 1948-2000 
(All in degrees Fahrenheit) 
The average high temp is  85.6 
The average low temp is 68.2 
The highest temp (on October 01 1986) 95 
The coldest night temp (on October 28 1957) 45 

Exchange Rates $ to £ 
Sep 26 (high)      1.6605     Sep 01 (low)        1.5696 
Aug 07 (high)      1.6165     Aug 15(low)        1.5957 
2003 High June 16 1.6816 2003 Low Apr 07 1.5497 

Mortgage Rates 
With zero points Aug 15 Sep 15 
Fixed 30 yrs  6.50% 6.00% W/Mutual Bank 
Adjustable 1 yr  4.38% 4.38% W/Mutual Bank 
Note: Mortgage rates are published as a service to readers to indicate 
trends and must not be relied on in entering into any agreement. 

www.dvlottery.state.gov
mailto:elle@floridahomesandtravel.com
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News Roundup 
Cypress Gardens was added to the protective list of 
the Florida Forever program after we had gone to press 
in August.  176 acres were approved for protection.      
A price has now been agreed with the present owner of 
$22 m.  The state will probably buy a conservation 
easement and now has 4 months to find an outside 
buyer (2 have already expressed interest) who will have 
the easement to offset the purchase price. 

Weeki Wachee Springs has been granted a reprieve. 
The new owner is the city of Weeki Wachee after the 
previous owners donated the attraction to the city when 
they couldn’t find a buyer.  The Mayor/Park Manager 
handed over a business plan to Swiftmud, the state 
agency which owns the lease which has been accepted. 

Work will begin at Baseball City off U.S. 27 near I 4.  
Victor Posner City Center will have a mix of retail and 
office use, 1991 town homes and multifamily 
residences and ultimately around 2,600 hotel rooms.  
Town homes are expected to fetch between $165,000 
and $175,000.  The development will also include 
around 126 acres of recreational land, wetland and 
greenbelt land. 

Antiques and Chatchkes Antique Mall opened last 
month at 1542 Fruitville Rd, Sarasota.  The mall is in 
fact one large shop (around 2000 sq ft) with about 20 
dealers operating alongside each other rather like a 
permanent antique fair.  Tea and cakes are available at 
the rear of the shop. 

A man who was severely burned by a 28 oz hot coffee 
pot at Disney’s Polynesian Resort Ohana Feast has 
been awarded $668,000.  The pot fell from a tray, 
being carried at shoulder height by a waitress, straight 
into the man’s lap apparently causing extensive 
blistering and even pigmentation changes in the groin 
area. 

2 long established hotels in Orlando have closed.  The 
Orlando Hyatt near Walt Disney World and the Four 
Points Sheridan in downtown Orlando. 

If you see squirrels behaving madly don’t worry too 
much.  The sight of squirrels leaping into the air and 
rolling on the ground is commonplace at this time of 
year.  The strange behaviour is caused by larvae of the 
bot fly which have buried under the skin of the squirrel.  
The eggs are laid by the bot fly on tree limbs and are 
then brushed off onto passing animals.  Once the larvae 
are developed they emerge to pupate during the winter.  
The host animal suffers no long term damage – just 
extreme irritation whilst the larvae are present. 

A worrying study has found that 43% of IRS 
employees at tax help centres gave the wrong answers 
to tax law questions!  They also recommended 
enquirers refer to IRS publications in 12% of cases 
despite a ban on such referrals. 

Wendy’s is buying 69 of its own franchises in the 
Central Florida area.  The sale has come about as a 
result of the retirement of 2 men who operated the 
largest Wendy’s franchise including 41 restaurants in 
Orlando alone.  There are 79 other Wendy’s in the 
Orlando and Tampa area. 

E-Pass and SunPass transponders have been so 
successful that seven more toll plazas in the Orlando 
area will be converted to accept the dash mounted 
transponders very soon.   

Beaches around Florida suffered 1745 closings during 
2002 due to polluted waters.  This was more than twice 
the amount of 2001.  Heavy rainwater runoff has been 
largely blamed but there is growing evidence that the 
waters around Florida are amongst the most polluted in 
the United States.  We hope to look into this in more 
detail in the near future as images of Florida’s beautiful 
beaches are integral to the whole tourist package. 

The third John Ringling Causeway Bridge in 
Sarasota opened officially on September 14th.  The 
original bridge was made of wooden boards which were 
replaced in 1959 with a concrete drawbridge.  Now the 
latest fixed bridge is gently arched to keep the traffic 
flowing while the ships pass easily underneath.   

Collier County has found cases of yellowing disease 
on palm trees in the Naples area.  The lethal disease 
causes trees – especially coconut palms - to have 
yellowing leaves and the death of the tree within 6 
months.  It is spread by leaf hopper insects.  Trees 
within 100 yards of an infected palm will be 
inoculated. 

One person was killed and 10 people were injured at 
Disneyland California when a train derailed from Big 
Thunder Mountain inside a tunnel section.  The 
attraction was closed at all Disney parks until 
meticulous checks had been made. 

Celebration Golf Course has been sold for $6.5 
million.  The purchasers are C.S. Golf Partners LLC.  
The 5 partners in this company also own 6 other 
courses in Florida and Canada.  The course will remain 
open to the public. 

Florida Lottery Winning Numbers 
 Date Numbers           Winners/Jackpot$m 
18/08  09-11-33-43-46-53 0 $15m 
20/08  04-19-22-25-45-52 0 $21m 
23/08  07-08-16-19-47-52 1 $27m 
27/08  16-25-33-37-38-50 0   $3m 
30/08  07-15-24-40-44-50 0   $6m 
03/09  02-16-21-35-37-42 0 $10m 
06/09  05-06-09-26-30-51 0 $15m 
10/09  13-19-28-38-40-41 1 $21m 
13/09  02-07-18-26-32-46 0   $3m 
Numbers are obtained from the Florida Lottery (www.flalottery.com) as 
a service to readers. We cannot accept liability for any errors. 

www.flalottery.com
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Homeowner News 
Polk County has had to change the date of inception of 
the extra ½ cent sales tax from September 1st as planned 
to January 1st 2004.  This is because a law governing 
sales tax increases dictates that the changed tax will 
only be collected from January 1st. 

With all the rain this summer in Florida here is a 
timely reminder that claims on flood insurance for flood 
damage must be filed within 60 days. This can be 
difficult as not all damage is immediately obvious, but 
all flood insurance policies require proof of claim to be 
filed within 60 days.  This cannot be extended because 
Federal flood insurance policies contain a clause stating 
“the policy cannot be amended nor can any of its 
provisions be waived without the express written 
consent of the Federal Insurance Administrator”. 

There are new procedures for appealing a TRIM 
notice (Truth in Millage): 

 The petitioner must supply the property 
appraiser with a list, summary of and copies of 
evidence to be presented 10 days before the 
value adjustment hearing. 

 The appraiser must supply the petitioner with 
his evidence no later than 5 days after receipt 
of the petitioner’s evidence. 

 Fax, email, mail or personal deliveries are all 
acceptable ways to provide the evidence. 

 The petitioner may reschedule a hearing once 
upon submission of a written request to the 
clerk of the Value Adjustment Board more 
than 5 days before the hearing. 

Progress Energy Florida and Tampa Electric Co. have 
applied to raise residential bills from January 1st.  
Companies are allowed to apply for price changes twice 
a year to reflect the changing price in fuel.  By contrast 
Florida Power and Light have filed for a reduction in 
customers bills of about 30 cents per 1,000kwh from 
Jan 1st. 

State Farm Florida Insurance Co won its bid to leave 
mould cover off its basic homeowner policies.  It must 
however, offer it as a separate add on policy.  State 
Farm has also filed for another 6.9% rise in premiums, 
as well as another rise on condo associations premiums.  
Last year the company filed for a 132% increase in 
condo premiums but was only granted 70%.  This latest 
filing is for the remainder of that. 

The sums used to work out the enormous rise in school 
impact fees in Lake County recently were wrong.  An 
entire school costing $12,000,000 was counted twice!  
But even with this adjustment, the revised impact fees 
for Lake are still the largest in the State at $3,489 – 
down from $4,142.31. 

Southern Dunes golfing community was hit by a code 
violation notice from Haines City during August for 
unkempt property at the rear of the golf course.  The 
community was given 30 days to make improvements, 
which it did – instantly. 

If you have fruit trees in common areas within your 
subdivision you may be tempted to help yourself to 
some of the booty.  However, legally they do not belong 
to you.  The homeowners association or board must 
authorise the distribution of the fruit. 

Phone companies have attempted to take advantage of 
the new telecommunications bill that was signed into 
law this spring by Gov Bush.  Under the legislation 
phone companies can lower the rate for long distance 
calls and in return raise the rates for local calls.  There 
must be competition within the area and the large 
carriers must lower the rates they charge telecom 
companies to access their lines.  Verizon, BellSouth and 
Sprint have already filed for their increases.  But the 
terms of the bill state that the rate changes must be 
spread over at least 2 years but less than 4 years.  The 
proposals filed so far call for 2 rate increases only 12 
months apart.  

Islamorada has passed a “stopgap law” putting a 
moratorium on vacation rentals conversions from 
residential housing since April 2003.  Meanwhile the 
Village Council Members will work on a permanent 
ordinance that would probably restrict rentals to a seven 
day minimum and impose assessment fees of up to 
$1000 annually.  The final version may create a cut off 
date for conversions of 2001.  Problems are stemming 
from residential houses which have converted to 
vacation rentals in the last eighteen months. 

Well, here is another ‘enterprising’ Don Connolly type 
chap. Tony Tocco bought a 20 by 300 foot strip of land 
next to Shadow Lakes Condominiums for $715 as a 
delinquent tax debt.  He is now asking the residents 
there for $40,000 for the land and as an incentive he 
invites homeless people and drug addicts to his land for 
parties complete with balloons and major league mess.   
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Lake County has voted to allow residents of The 
Villages to drive their golf carts within The Villages 
from 5am until 10pm. 

Volusia County has abandoned its Beach Walkover 
Policy.  It was intended to make every beachfront 
homeowner with a footpath to the beach construct a 
raised walkway over the dunes or else block access.  It 
has now been decided that elevated walkways could 
cause more damage in the long term than leaving the 
footpaths. 

If you need contractors to work on your house and 
you’re worried about being ripped off or left with 
shoddy work then you must check out the credentials of 
your workmen.  Contractors must be licensed to work 
by each County and names are then displayed online at 
www.myfloridalicense.com .  You should also check 
with your individual County Construction Licensing 
Board.  Better Business Bureaus may have records of 
any complaints on file.  Links to the BBB’s can be 
found on our website www.floridahomesandtravel.com. 

Luxury homes will be on display at the “Street of 
Dreams” exhibit at Lake Butler Sound in West Orange 
County.  Six display homes have been built, each 
expected to fetch around $1.6 million.  The homes will 
range in size from 4,300 square feet to 6,500 square 
feet.  The exhibition begins on October 4th and runs 
until November 16th. 

Park Square Homes sold 557 homes averaging 
$246,000 each in the first half of 2003.  Avatar 
(Central Florida) sold 758 homes averaging $175,000 
each in the same period. 

Haines City has started to address the issue of a short 
term rental policy.  City commissioners are wary of 
starting something which could get messy, but with 
growing numbers of developments there is a feeling 
that the issue should be looked at.  It is expected that 
the planning commission will do an in-depth study and 
hold public hearings so that any policy will be right for 
the long term and not end in a situation like that of 
Polk County.  Parts of Polk County’s STR ordinance 
were declared unconstitutional leaving Polk without a 
STR policy altogether. 

A movement has begun to get a State-wide 
Constitutional Amendment on the ballot for November 
2004.  The amendment is to allow voters to have the 
final say on developmental growth in their area.  If 
passed, local and state planners would still review 
comprehensive plans and changes but the final decision 
would rest with the voters.  The movement needs 
500,000 signatures on a petition to get on the ballot 
and 50,000 to be reviewed for clarity by the Florida 
Supreme Court.  “Florida Hometown Democracy” has 
been widely condemned by developers, realtors and 
Government officials fearful that voters will 
consistently lock out development in their own area 
leading to long term housing and economic problems. 

If you make international calls when you are staying 
in your vacation home you might want to double check 
that you have the most appropriate telephone package.  
Verizon have recently changed their international 
pricing structure and some calls have shot up.  As with 
most suppliers cheaper rates can be achieved by opting 
for a specific plan, but if you call infrequently then the 
monthly charges for cheaper calls could work out as 
more expensive.  The most cost effective way we have 
found to make international calls is to buy minutes on a 
calling card. 

The price of plywood has soared by 100% in the last 
few weeks.  Lumber itself is up by about 10%.  Builders 
with signed contracts have to swallow up the increases.   

Would you like to cut your irrigation, and lawn cutting 
bills?  You could consider replacing lawn with Eco-
Turf and native plants.  Eco-Turf is not native but is 
well adapted to suit the drought or heavy wet seasons.  
It has low growing dark green leaves and a small 
yellow flowers and only needs mowing twice a year.  
Native plants are also drought and flood tolerant as 
well as attractive.  For free information on “Waterwise 
Florida Landscapes” see www.sjrwmd.com  and follow 
links for water conservation. 

Top Ranked Home Builders - Orlando 
Builder Quality Design Value 
Masterpiece ***** ***** ***** 
Lennar ***** **** ***** 
Holiday Builders **** **** ***** 
David Weekly **** ***** *** 
Banyan **** **** **** 
Top Ranked Home Builders -Tampa 
Suarez Housing ***** ***** ***** 
Pulte **** **** ***** 
Centex **** *** **** 
Lennar *** *** **** 
M/I Homes *** *** **** 
 (Figures from JD Power consumer centre ratings) 
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Supplementary Survey 
Your replies to last month’s supplementary survey have 
been steadily flowing in and your comments have been 
mostly positive.  In case you still haven’t sent in your 
answers there is plenty of time to do so, it will only 
take a moment of your time and will be extremely 
helpful to our new owners.  Some people have 
wondered why we didn’t ask for the size of house so 
that direct comparisons can be made.  That is a fair 
point and we did originally intend to include that 
question, but we felt that for this first time we would 
keep it simple to gauge the response.  However we are 
always open to suggestions so please include the 
number of bedrooms in your reply! 

1. Average monthly electricity bill for the 
last 6 months to the nearest $5?  Which 
company? 

2. Average monthly water bill for the last 6 
months to the nearest $5? 

3. Average monthly phone bill for the last 6 
months to the nearest $5? Which 
company? 

4. Do you provide calls or internet 
connection? 

5. Quarterly costs for pest control? 

6. Average cable bill? 

Postbag 
We get the magazine every month and saw your article 
on obtaining an American credit card. 
We tried using the rental business and using the TIN to 
get a credit card but no-one accepted it. 
You do need the SS number – otherwise there is no way 
you can get an American Credit card.  Even the bank 
we have been with for over six years refused one 
because we did not have that number – rules they said. 
We live in the USA for five months every winter and 
have tried various means to obtain one – all to no 
avail. 
We did try getting a store card from JC Penney and 
Sears and got as far as the main application form but 
that asked for the SS number and that was it.  They 
said we are financially sound but their financial 
backers who issued the card wanted this magic 
number.  It seems you can own nothing in the USA, 
have virtually no money in the bank, but as long as you 
have that number you are ok.  We also submitted 
ourselves for a credit check over there – knowing it 
would reveal nothing – paid the fee and on the form it 
asked for the SS number.  We stated we did not have 
one and the credit checkers then refused to process the 
application any further – so if anyone else knows how 
to get around this – we too would be interested.   

Sheila and Ron 

Appliance Doctor 
If any of your large white goods have broken down and 
caused you problems then you may be interested in this 
reader recommendation. 

With regard to the company I use to repair my 
appliances such as washer, dryer, cooker etc, I have 
pleasure in providing details which you might like to 
feature in an issue. 
The company is owned by Mr Michael Mannino who 
usually carries out the work personally, however he 
does have engineers. 
We have used his services for the past 7 or 8 years and 
pay an annual fee and if any of our appliances 
breakdown, he repairs the appliance providing parts 
and labour free with no nasty hidden extras or 
exclusions. 
We find the company to be reliable and nothing is ever 
too much trouble for them.  His details are as follows:- 

Appliance Doctor of Central Florida Service Contracts  
PO Box 16-0698 
Altamonte Springs 
Fl 32716 – 0698  Tel (407) 788 2590. 

Nicky 

Dial-a-Dream 
As I have spoken to subscribers over the last year I 
have learnt that many of you have been involved with 
good things and good causes.  I often wish I could 
highlight some of the stories that I hear about, but as 
this is a newspaper about Florida it is difficult to know 
how to do this.  However, for this time I have a link!  
Dial–a-Dream is a registered charity 1011637 that is 
now going into its eleventh year. 

The charity grants children aged between 8 and 18 
with life threatening and life limiting illnesses their 
absolute dream.  Younger children can get to meet 
their favourite person or make a trip to a special place 
including Euro–Disney.  As we all know, many 
children dream of Disney World and to that end Dial-
a-Dream helps to send them there. 

Our subscriber Bob Heath, who is a founder of Dial-a-
dream works tirelessly (25 hours a day - reportedly!) 
and we think the charity deserves a mention.  If you 
have any spare money or time then chuck some in his 
direction.  You can read the history of the charity on 
the website www.dial-a-dream.co.uk which also has 
details of how you can help.  If you would simply like 
to send a cheque, then either send it to Bob at the 
address shown on the website or please send it to me, 
made out to Dial-a-Dream and I will make sure Bob 
receives it.  The one thing he doesn’t need though is 
houses – the charity has arrangements in Florida – they 
need your money! 

www.dial-a-dream.co.uk
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Supplementary Survey 
Your replies to last month’s supplementary survey have 
been steadily flowing in and your comments have been 
mostly positive.  In case you still haven’t sent in your 
answers there is plenty of time to do so, it will only 
take a moment of your time and will be extremely 
helpful to our new owners.  Some people have 
wondered why we didn’t ask for the size of house so 
that direct comparisons can be made.  That is a fair 
point and we did originally intend to include that 
question, but we felt that for this first time we would 
keep it simple to gauge the response.  However we are 
always open to suggestions so please include the 
number of bedrooms in your reply! 

1. Average monthly electricity bill for the 
last 6 months to the nearest $5?  Which 
company? 

2. Average monthly water bill for the last 6 
months to the nearest $5? 

3. Average monthly phone bill for the last 6 
months to the nearest $5? Which 
company? 

4. Do you provide calls or internet 
connection? 

5. Quarterly costs for pest control? 

6. Average cable bill? 

Postbag 
We get the magazine every month and saw your article 
on obtaining an American credit card. 
We tried using the rental business and using the TIN to 
get a credit card but no-one accepted it. 
You do need the SS number – otherwise there is no way 
you can get an American Credit card.  Even the bank 
we have been with for over six years refused one 
because we did not have that number – rules they said. 
We live in the USA for five months every winter and 
have tried various means to obtain one – all to no 
avail. 
We did try getting a store card from JC Penney and 
Sears and got as far as the main application form but 
that asked for the SS number and that was it.  They 
said we are financially sound but their financial 
backers who issued the card wanted this magic 
number.  It seems you can own nothing in the USA, 
have virtually no money in the bank, but as long as you 
have that number you are ok.  We also submitted 
ourselves for a credit check over there – knowing it 
would reveal nothing – paid the fee and on the form it 
asked for the SS number.  We stated we did not have 
one and the credit checkers then refused to process the 
application any further – so if anyone else knows how 
to get around this – we too would be interested.   

Sheila and Ron 

Appliance Doctor 
If any of your large white goods have broken down and 
caused you problems then you may be interested in this 
reader recommendation. 

With regard to the company I use to repair my 
appliances such as washer, dryer, cooker etc, I have 
pleasure in providing details which you might like to 
feature in an issue. 
The company is owned by Mr Michael Mannino who 
usually carries out the work personally, however he 
does have engineers. 
We have used his services for the past 7 or 8 years and 
pay an annual fee and if any of our appliances 
breakdown, he repairs the appliance providing parts 
and labour free with no nasty hidden extras or 
exclusions. 
We find the company to be reliable and nothing is ever 
too much trouble for them.  His details are as follows:- 

Appliance Doctor of Central Florida Service Contracts  
PO Box 16-0698 
Altamonte Springs 
Fl 32716 – 0698  Tel (407) 788 2590. 

Nicky 

Dial-a-Dream 
As I have spoken to subscribers over the last year I 
have learnt that many of you have been involved with 
good things and good causes.  I often wish I could 
highlight some of the stories that I hear about, but as 
this is a newspaper about Florida it is difficult to know 
how to do this.  However, for this time I have a link!  
Dial–a-Dream is a registered charity 1011637 that is 
now going into its eleventh year. 

The charity grants children aged between 8 and 18 
with life threatening and life limiting illnesses their 
absolute dream.  Younger children can get to meet 
their favourite person or make a trip to a special place 
including Euro–Disney.  As we all know, many 
children dream of Disney World and to that end Dial-
a-Dream helps to send them there. 

Our subscriber Bob Heath, who is a founder of Dial-a-
dream works tirelessly (25 hours a day - reportedly!) 
and we think the charity deserves a mention.  If you 
have any spare money or time then chuck some in his 
direction.  You can read the history of the charity on 
the website www.dial-a-dream.co.uk which also has 
details of how you can help.  If you would simply like 
to send a cheque, then either send it to Bob at the 
address shown on the website or please send it to me, 
made out to Dial-a-Dream and I will make sure Bob 
receives it.  The one thing he doesn’t need though is 
houses – the charity has arrangements in Florida – they 
need your money! 

www.dial-a-dream.co.uk
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Winter Haven Porn Dept 
The internet is increasingly taking over our lives and 
for non-USA vacation home owners it can be an 
important tool to keep in touch with Florida.  If you 
wish to make contact with utilities etc without costly 
phone charges and time differences then email is great.  
But if you were attempting to reach police officers in 
Winter Haven in the latter part of August you may have 
had a shock if you looked up its website.  The domain 
name ownership had been allowed to lapse as it was 
being replaced and a Russian Pornographer had bought 
the Domain.  The front page image had a nude lady but 
the words warning that this was an adult site – in case 
you hadn’t guessed already, were in German.  The 
Winter Haven police now have their nice clean site at 
www.mywinterhaven.com , just in case you do ever 
need to get in touch. 

Joyride Backfires 
Rex Davis chose his moment carefully.  The owner of 
the car was in the shower and the car was unlocked.  
Rex got into the car and attempted a quick getaway.  
Unfortunately for Rex the owner had left the car in first 
gear and so it surged straight forwards for about eight 
feet into the door and window of the hotel room where 
the owner was staying.  A hotel employee watched as 
Rex coolly exited through the passenger door 
uninjured.  This was all the more miraculous because 
Rex Davis is only two years old.  He had found the car 
keys whilst his mother was in the shower, unlocked the 
hotel room door and then begun his joyride.  Police 
were called but no charges were made.  Officers 
decided the mother had to shower sometime and had 
locked the door.  “She just has a very precocious 
child”.   

Watch Out For Breakdowns 
Police Officers from the Osceola County Sheriffs Office 
have been employing innovative methods for catching 
speeding drivers.  Dressing up as workman and using 
fairly battered trucks, officers pretend to have broken 
down on the central reservation and then doss about the 
vehicle.  One officer even reclines in a garden chair on 
the back of the truck and from this comfortable vantage 
point they use laser guns to find the speeders and then 
radio license tags to their colleagues ahead.  In May 
officers from the same force dressed as vagrants and 
hung around traffic lights to catch drivers running 
through red lights. 
To Bare or Not To Bare 
A group of women have filed a federal lawsuit in 
Orlando to try and achieve the right to go topless 
wherever men can go topless.  They claim the state 
laws requiring women to cover their breasts with fabric 
violate their fourteenth amendment rights of due 
process and equal protection.  They clearly wish for the 
right to be sunburned all over just like any man and are 
unworried by the effects of gravity. 

Armed Toll Booth 
Mac Dill Air Force Base entrance gate is occasionally 
mistaken for a toll booth but one car made a serious 
error of judgement in attempting to pass through. 
Having approached the armed guards at speed they 
neglected to hide a suspicious looking plastic bag in the 
car which invited investigation and turned out to 
contain crack cocaine.  A further search of the car 
revealed scales, drug paraphernalia, around $1000 and 
no map. 
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Car Hire Weekly Subscriber Rates Fully Inclusive with Alamo or Dollar 

Economy 4 Door                                    £143 Luxury 4 Door                                             £227 

Compact 4 Door                                    £151 Sport Utility/4 Wheel Drive                        £227 

Intermediate 4 Door                             £167 Luxury 7 Seater                                          £227 

Full Size 4 Door                                    £178 Minivan 8 Seater                                        £240 

Premium 4 Door                                   £201 Gold rates are an extra £12  

All specially negotiated rates for subscribers.  Please call 0500 50 50 87 for more details 
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