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 Florida’s Oldest Park Closed 
On Sunday 13th April the 67 year old Cypress Gardens closed its gates for the last time.  The 
surprise announcement had come only 3 days before on 10th April.  Considered to be Florida’s 
first commercial attraction, the park had lost about $6million over the last 8 years  and visitor 
numbers this March were down 42,000 over March 2002.  Employees who enjoyed a family style 
working atmosphere were shocked at the news as the owners flouted a 14 yr old law requiring 60 
days notice of large layoffs.  About 12,500 visitors came each day of the final weekend – more 
than double usual weekend attendance figures - to enjoy the final performances.  But the 
gardens may not be gone for ever.   Responding to thousands of emails from concerned residents 
in Florida, Gov Bush has begun moves to investigate purchasing all, or more likely, some parts 
of Cypress Gardens with funds from Florida Forever.  Florida Forever is a $3 billion, 10 year 
program to ensure preservation of important cultural and historical resources amongst other 
things.  A citizens panel has met already and ascertained that at the very least 75 acres of the 
Gardens must be purchased.  These would include the famous botanical gardens, water-ski show 
stadiums, butterfly conservatory, the Banyan tree and regal Snively Mansion.  Greater Winter 
Haven Chamber of Commerce will begin a recommendation for preservation with the statement 
that the public wish the entire 200 acres preserved.  The recommendation is presented to a state 
panel, which draws up a list in June of candidates for funds, the list is then presented to Gov 
Bush and the Cabinet who either approve or reject the list, but cannot alter it.  There has also 
been an announcement by Georgia businessman Kent Buescher, currently president of Wild 
Adventures in Valdosta, Ga, that he is interested in purchasing the attraction and restoring it too 
its former glory whilst upgrading facilities for modern families.  He has yet to speak to the 
owners of Cypress Gardens.  In the short term, the owners have agreed to maintain the gardens 
whilst the future of the park is decided.  Meanwhile, holders of annual passes can call 1-800-282-
2123 for refunds, or take advantage of the numerous alternative attractions offering discounts 
or free entrance to annual pass holders.  Choose from 50% off annual passes to SeaWorld or 
Busch Gardens, free admission to Splendid China, or Fantasy of Flight, or Historic Bok Tower 
Sanctuary until June 30th.  There may be other offers at different attractions. 

 
Spring Break Successful 
The war is all but over in Iraq and has been 
mercifully short.  But what does that mean to us as 
vacation home owners?  Well, flights have been 
reduced and attractions in Florida have experienced 
low numbers.  But, the fall of Baghdad on April 9th, 
appeared to signal that it was safe to travel, and a 
flurry of last minute plans were made in time for 
Easter.  Many hotels in Orlando were 70-80% full 
for the last 2 weeks of Spring Break and many 
enquiries were flooding over the internet.  British 
holiday makers continued to travel during the war, 
deeming that all the security efforts made a safer 
time to travel.  Travel Industry experts are hopeful 
that a reasonable spring (under the circumstances) 
will lead to a robust summer, and let us all hope 
they are correct!  

Allstate Raises Rates 
Allstate Floridian Insurance Co has requested a rise of a 
44% in rates for individual condo insurance policies.  
The rise would be effective from July 30th for new 
policies and August 24th for renewals.  Allstate raised 
premiums by 15.7% last year for condos and is waiting 
approval for an increase in auto policies of around 10%.  
As the second largest insurer in Florida, about 203,866 
individual condo policies are held. 
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Things Change Fast  
Here are a couple of updates Keith Harpham has sent 
us. In his recent article on Sarasota he recommended 
the Sugar Loaf Restaurant at 1737 S. Tamiami Trail, 
across from Sarasota Memorial Hospital. It had won 
the local newspaper’s award for the Best New 
Restaurant and Keith and Kathleen enjoyed a meal 
there late last year. On returning in April they were 
amazed to find it closed. It beats us how restaurants fail 
that always seem to be busy. Also in his March article 
titled “Resolving a Florida Estate” he mentioned that 
the current UK-US Tax Treaties date back to the 
1970’s. A new Income Tax UK-US Tax Treaty has 
now been approved, but the old Estate Duty UK-US 
Tax Treaty remains in force. If you wish to look at the 
61-page Income Tax Treaty document it can be viewed 
by going to www.hmso.gov.uk and searching using the 
words UK-US Tax Treaty, but unless you are a tax 
specialist you may not find it very easy to understand. 
So the iniquitous US $60,000 estate duty exemption for 
non-resident aliens remains unchanged. 

www.floridahomesandtravel.com 
If you haven’t logged onto our web site in a while you 
may be surprised to see quite a few additions.  
Alongside the useful, informative site created by Keith 
Harpham we (Tim) have added information and 
current prices for our Car hire and Travel Insurance 
policies and a headline news page.  The website is now 
performing very well in search engine rankings and is 
getting lots of traffic every day.  Because of our title, a 
substantial amount of that traffic, about 70 hits per day, 
is people looking for villas and accommodation.  To 
make use of this we have decided to offer a listing page 
where you as subscribers can list your villa, townhome 
or condo and reach these potential guests.  For £20 per 
year, we will display a short description of your home 
and a link to your own existing web site, or for £40 per 
year we can display a full description and we (again 
Tim) will create a web page for you.  If you would like 
to take advantage of these introductory rates, please 
contact us, either through the web site at  
www.floridahomesandtravel.com or email 
elle@floridahomeandtravel.com.  If you don’t have 
digital photos to send by email we can scan originals  

Survey 
It’s that time of year again, and you will find enclosed 
with this months issue a form for our Annual Property 
Managers Survey.  This fully independent survey is 
invaluable to both new owners seeking reliable 
management and existing owners who find they need 
to change.  In order to keep the survey as informative 
as possible please take the time to complete the form.  
Many voices give a truer picture.  This is a good 
opportunity to let the Management Companies know 
who is doing a good job and who needs to pull their 
socks up!  The information supplied to us is 

completely confidential.  As an extra incentive to 
return your form we will be entering every form into a 
draw for £40 of a one week car rental booking.  Details 
are on the form.  If for whatever reason you don’t wish 
to take part in the survey, it would still be helpful if you 
completed the sections for current property manager 
and your contact details, phone or email so the 
database is up to date.  When a Management Co went 
under last year, I was able to contact other owners from 
the database to let them know.  But there were still 
other subscribers who I was unable to help as I didn’t 
have records of their Management Co.  As always, the 
details of the database are completely confidential. 

April Fools 
Did you spot last months April fool article on page 
eight?  Correct!  It was the Key Largo Ghost Town.  
Although the municipality of North Key Largo Beach 
does exist.  There is nothing there.  Original plans had 
called for the 3 marinas, 4 hotels, health spa’s, 
helipads and even a monorail, but nothing was ever 
built.  There is no Seminole Indian Burial ground, but 
the State has purchased the land and it will be 
preserved for the environment. 

Did You Know? 
In the eighteenth century Florida was just like the Wild 
West.  There was not much difference between Dodge 
City and De Soto County with frequent cattle rustlings, 
cattle wars and hangings. 

Stop Press. 
It would appear that BAA have with immediate effect 
introduced a Passenger Service Charge for passengers 
departing from regional airports and transiting through 
London or Manchester.  This could add approximately 
£18 - £20 to current taxes. 

Naples Climate Data for April 1948-
2000 
(All in degrees Fahrenheit) 
The average high temp is  87.5 
The average low temp is 67.2 
The highest temp (on May 18, 1971) 95 
The coldest night temp (on May 06, 1963) 52 

Exchange Rates $ to £ 
Apr 01 (high)      1.5760     Apr 07 (low)       1.4973 
Mar 12 (high)      1.6128     Mar 18 (low)       1.5622 
2003 High Jan 30 1.6480 2002 Low Jan 28 1.4092 

 

Mortgage Rates 
With zero points Mar 17 Apr 21 
Fixed 30 yrs  5.75% 5.75%SunTrust Bank 
Adjustable 1 yr  3.75% 3.75% W/Mutual Bank 
Note: Mortgage rates are published as a service to readers to indicate 
trends and must not be relied on in entering into any agreement. 

www.hmso.gov.uk
www.floridahomesandtravel.com
www.floridahomesandtravel.com
mailto:elle@floridahomeandtravel.com
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News Roundup 
Unbelted Motorists could soon be pulled over by the 
police.  Current laws allow police to prosecute 
motorists only if they have been stopped for another 
reason and the officer has noticed that drivers, front 
passengers or the under 18’s are not wearing seat belts.  
But legislation may make it through the current session 
to bring Florida in line with the 19 other states where 
cars can be stopped if officers notice belts are not worn. 

Wal-Mart has been very busy expanding this last 
month.  In addition to the new store I mentioned in 
March coming to Clermont, a contract has been signed 
with the new Cagan Crossings development, on US 27 
just north of US 192 in the Four Corners Region.  Wal-
Mart has also purchased land adjacent to the Indian 
Wells subdivision, at Hwy 535 and Polynesian Blvd.  
Plans there are for a Super Wal-mart.  And finally, 
Wal-Mart has won approval for a store near Bradenton 
at the junction of SR64 and Kay Road.  This is within a 
mile of the junction of SR64 and I 75 and the store 
could be open by summer 2004. 

Denny’s is to spice up its regular menu to keep up to 
date.  One idea will be having menu items unique to 
different areas of the country.  But chefs are aiming for 
‘tasty’ not ‘fancy’.  

US Airways exited Chapter 11 Bankruptcy protection 
on 31st March as planned. 

Winter Haven. Home Depot is contracted to buy the 
old Kmart property at US 17 North and Avenue T 
Northeast.  The store should open early 2004. 

21 Rare Whooping Cranes have begun their summer 
migration back to Wisconsin from Florida.  Part of an 
experiment to begin a migrating colony east of the 
Mississippi, this is the second spring they have done 
the trip on their own.  185 cranes migrate between 
Canada and the Texas Gulf Coast. 

The Outback Steakhouse Inc plans to open around 90 
new restaurants in America and overseas.  About 47 
will be Outback Steakhouses and about 26 will be 
Carrabba’s, its Italian restaurant chain. 

For the first time in half a century there could be an 
American flagged cruise line.  Norwegian Cruise Line, 
based in Miami, has purchased the SS Independence 
and the SS United States.  These boats will be 
renovated and will join another 2 being constructed in 
America and 1 already sailing, making a fleet of 5.  To 
fly under the US flag a boat must have been built in the 
US and have an American crew. 

Red Tide is suspected of killing as many as 60 
manatees on the Southwest coast of Florida.  There 
have also been many other sea mammals and fish 
washed up in the last few months.  The worst case was 
in 1996 when 149 manatees died between March 5th 
and April 27th. 

Osceola County has the largest number of breeding 
pairs of Bald Eagles in Florida with 119 pairs.  Polk 
County was 2nd with 118 pairs.  Florida has more 
eagles than any other state except Alaska. 

Abandoned Orlando Vacation Resort in South Lake 
County on US 27 has been hit by the 6th fire in 4 years 
and a building has been destroyed.  This is the 4th 
suspicious fire. 

Theme Park Roundup 
SeaWorld’s Waterfront is expected to open on 
Memorial Weekend at the end of May.  SeaWorld has 
begun offering free single day passes to all active duty 
military and 4 direct dependants, as well as Coalition 
forces personnel.  Universal and Disney are expected 
to follow suit.  Military personnel who were squeezing 
in a last break before a posting to Iraq meant Shades of 
Green, Walt Disney Worlds resort for members of the 
military and their families, was operating at 95% 
capacity.  Disney is to begin renovating its Port Orleans 
Resort in May.  The French Quarter will be completely 
closed during the renovations, and then Riverside will 
be closed in stages.  Disney has been trying out a new 
tour guide.  At 10” Pal Mickey is a plush toy with a 
tummy full of gadgetry that makes Mickey into a 
wisecracking tour guide.  Micro chips inside Mickey 
respond to points around the Magic Kingdom and 
enable Pal Mickey to reveal parade times, character 
greeting sessions, interesting titbits about the park as 
well as keeping kids amused whilst queuing for rides.  
Pal Mickey is available in the Magic Kingdom now for 
$8 a day.  He will be coming to all four parks by mid – 
May.  Animal Kingdom is planning a Mount Everest 
Ride to open in 2006.  MGM – Studios has dropped its 
character meals at its Hollywood and Vine restaurant.  
Universal Orlando is planning a quiet opening for 
their new Shrek 4-D attraction by the end of May.  The 
ride will open initially for test rides with guests. 

Attendance at Disney Parks 2002(in 
millions) 
Park 2002 +/-% 2001 +/-% 2000 
Magic Kingdom 14.0 -5% 14.8 -4% 15.4 
Epcot   8.3 -8%   9.0 -15% 10.6 
MGM Studios   8.0 -6%   8.4 -6% 8.9 
Animal Kingdom  7.3 -6%   7.8 -7% 8.3 

Florida Lottery Winning Numbers 
 Date Numbers Winners/Jackpot$m 
Mar 19 21-22-44-45-46-53 1   $3m 
Mar 22 06-12-16-19-28-32 0   $4m 
Mar 26 03-08-13-23-36-48 0   $6m 
Mar 29 13-22-25-30-47-52 0 $11m 
Apr 02 02-13-17-29-36-42 0 $15m 
Apr 05 02-24-29-34-37-53 1 $21m 
Apr 09 02-15-39-40-43-50 0   $3m 
Apr 12 03-06-10-11-13-25 1   $6m 
Numbers are obtained from the Florida Lottery (www.flalottery.com) 
as a service to readers. We cannot accept liability for any errors. 

www.flalottery.com
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Homeowner News 
Clearwater City Commissioners voted 4-1 to ban 
STR’s of less than one month on April 3rd.   As I 
mentioned in February’s article, these rentals were 
already banned, but the ordinance was not enforced.  
Well it still won’t be for another year or so.  Rental 
property owners have hired an attorney to sue the 
council as the ban denies them the right to earn income 
from their house.  The City says it will not enforce the 
ban during litigation. 

Short Term Rentals are an easy target this month as 
Pasco County decides to investigate collecting its own 
tourist taxes.  Currently the state collects taxes and the 
county has no way of knowing who pays and who 
doesn’t.  Pasco is sure it would make more money if it 
collected its own tourist taxes and had a list of who was 
paying. 

Publix has put plans for PublixDirect in the Orlando 
area on hold again.  Although Publix direct serves about 
7000 customers a week from West Palm Beach to 
Kendall on Florida’s East Coast, it still fears making the 
leap into the Orlando market.  The company is still 
leasing warehouses in Orlando but these remain empty. 

The Senate has voted to relax a 1998 law requiring 
sprinklers to be installed in all high-rise buildings by 
2014.  Residents will be able to opt out of installing the 
costly sprinklers if 2/3rds of owners vote to do so.  The 
law applies to buildings higher than 75 feet, and fire-
fighters fear that lives may be lost.  The bill must still 
be heard in the House. 

The Senate has also passed a bill requiring drivers over 
the age of 80 to pass a vision test to keep their driving 
license.  This must also still be heard by the House. 

First National Bank of Florida has been approved for 
its planned takeover of Southern Exchange Bank.  It 
will become the largest bank holding company with 
Floridian Headquarters. 

Ohio Casualty is pulling out of Florida and is notifying 
homeowners and auto policy holders that policies will 
not be renewed after May 1st. 

The 350 Four Corners residents who demonstrated for 
traffic lights near County Road 545 on US 192 have 
been successful and 2 new sets of lights will go up 
within the next year.  One will be at Town Square 
Boulevard and one at Vista Del Lago subdivision. 

The Villages in Lake County must sort out its problem 
with sinkholes.  A large retention pond in Sumter 
County has been repeatedly emptied by sinkholes 
underneath which could allow storm water to taint the 
drinking water aquifer.  Six homeowners on the banks 
of the pond, who paid premiums for waterfront views, 
found their water gone last year and picketed the 
developers to fix the problem.  Now the Southwest 
Florida Water Management District has ordered The 
Villages to sort out its sinkhole problems permanently. 

Polk County is introducing an impact fee for new 
single family homes of $1,607 to help pay for new 
schools.  The new fee will be implemented later in the 
year. 

Approval has been given for a mix of residential, retail 
and business park at the site of Baseball City at US 27 
and I 4.  Traffic concerns will be monitored as the I 4 
and US 27 expand to 6 lanes. 

A new bill called The Homeowners Escrow Payments 
Assurance Act will add accuracy and timeliness to the 
legal rights of homeowners with regard to their 
mortgage.  The day to day administration of your 
mortgage loan – payments from your escrow accounts 
for property taxes etc is often done by a Servicer, a 
company which receives a fee from the loan owner for 
doing the work.  Should a failure on the part of the 
servicer result in a loss by the homeowner, then the 
servicer could be liable for up to 3 times the amount of 
loss.  In the event of a dispute then the servicer must 
acknowledge a written request for information or 
assistance within 20 working days and within 60 
working days the servicer “must make any appropriate 
corrections to your account, or must provide you with a 
written clarification regarding any dispute.”  During the 
60 days the servicer cannot disclose any details of the 
dispute to a credit bureau.  New rules will also apply in 
the event of a change of servicing company.  The 
homeowner must be informed of the change and all the 
details of the new company, including names of the 
persons or department handling the account, a minimum 
of 15 days before the change and the new company 
must do the same a maximum of 15 days after the 
change. 

Crime rates in Florida have dropped to a 30 year low.  
The number of crimes committed per capita has 
dropped 3.3% over 2001, while the actual number of 
crimes as dropped by 1.2%. 
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Is new better than old? 
A pre-owned house can often be purchased more 
quickly than a new one. Completion usually takes 
between thirty and sixty days, this varies from State to 
State. A new house can take up to a year to complete 
and offers you the opportunity to select your own 
choice of decorations and fittings; it will require a 
greater initial outlay for all the items you may need to 
add though. However if you want a property sooner, 
builders often have a number of inventory properties 
available. Some builders only require a 5% deposit 
before building your house with no other payment until 
completion; this can represent a significant saving as 
other builders can require substantial stage payments. 

An older home can have implications as I discovered a 
few years ago when new to Florida, I purchased my 
ideal waterfront property, from the agent who was 
listing it, and yes it is very easy to make that 
mistake!!!! Years of living in England in both new and 
Victorian houses combined with a satisfactory building 
inspection on the house in question did not prepare me 
for the water pipes bursting under the ground a few 
months after moving in, or the air conditioning 
requiring complete replacement. I had not been warned 
that some 1960 houses were constructed using metal 
pipes under the foundations; newer houses are built to 
higher standards. It was not the greatest moment of my 
life having the recently laid ceramic tiles dug up to 
reach the pipes, or holes cut into the ceiling to gain 
access to the air conditioning. 

Another area to be aware of if one is buying a resale 
property is parts of the property which have been 
altered without the owner or his builder obtaining the 
necessary licenses. In effect these areas are in violation 
of the building code and subject to a citation (fine). 
This is at the very least a problem in the future if you 
decide to sell the property. 

You need to be aware of the different zoning 
regulations, which determine rental periods. However 
you will not always be given the necessary information. 
On occasions I have been given information on 
developments indicating short term rentals are 
allowable, which, on checking with the statutory 
authorities turned out to be incorrect. Many British 
travel brochures advertising villa holidays in Florida 
carry adverts for properties, which are not zoned for 
short term holiday rentals. If there is a complaint from 
neighbours or intervention by the zoning authorities, 
severe penalties can be levied. 

Andrew Bartlett moved from a Senior British 
Government post to Sarasota Florida with his family 3 
years ago, he now advises British families buying 
property in Florida. Andrew can be contacted on 0871 
222 1745 or emailed at 
ANDREWTBARTLETT@aol.com 

International Visitors 2001 
Figures have finally been released showing the 
international visitor numbers for 2001.  The 
numbers were held up when information was re-
evaluated following 9/11.  Florida had the highest 
number of international visitors in the country 
during 2001 with 24%; New York had 23%, 
California 22% and Hawaiian Islands just 10%.  
Florida took 33.7% of the Canadian visitors with 
California second at 7.4%.  Gov Bush said “Even 
though overall international travel to the US 
declined in 2001, Florida was able to maintain 
and, in fact, increase its market share of 
international visitors”.  In 2000 Florida was ranked 
second behind California and New York was third.  
British visitors were a close second behind 
Canada in total number of visitors. 

A study released by the Travel Industry of 
America shows that 71% of Americans have no 
interest in overseas travel at the moment. And 
81% of Americans planning trips this summer 
have rated Florida as having a high comfort level, 
with Orlando and Kissimmee – St Cloud judged as 
having a high comfort level by 79%. 

Nation Number of Visitors in 2001  
Canada  1.887 million 
United Kingdom  1.516 million 
Venezuela  393,000 
Germany  303,000 
Argentina  227,000 
Brazil  218,000 
France  139,000 
Italy  117,000 
Japan  110,000 
Netherlands  98,000 
Spain  77,000 
Other Overseas  2.064 million 
Total Overseas  7.149 million 
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Postbag 
Following last month's request from a subscriber of 
how to get a Florida Will prepared for less than £1,000 
Keith Harpham sent us details of the attorney that he 
and Kathleen used. Donald R. Peyton has prepared 
Florida Wills over many years for many non-resident 
foreigners on the Gulf Coast. His charges are 
dramatically different from the figures quoted to the 
subscriber.  
He charges $20 for a single will or $35 for two 
identical mirror-image wills for a husband and wife. 
Yes, the figures really are that low. He treats wills as a 
promotional tool to obtain future business. After calling 
for an appointment, the wills were prepared while we 
waited and the whole process only took about 45 
minutes. His address is Donald R. Peyton, 7317 Little 
Road, New Port Richey, FL 34654 telephone 727-848-
5997. Little Road is far from little these days, it is a 6-
lane highway, two miles back from and parallel to Hwy 
19, and Mr Peyton's office is just north of the Pasco 
County, Court and Sheriff's offices. It is an easy 
journey taking less than 2 hours from the Kissimmee 
area, which might be the most economical way of 
resolving the matter if more reasonable sources can't be 
found locally. 
 
There were many responses to this request, so thank 
you to everyone who replied.  I have included the 
replies with the most reasonable rates below. 

I noticed your request in the post bag for 
recommendations for someone who can prepare a 
Florida Will.  I did mine in March. I used: 
Kath Foust, Osceola Paralegal Services Inc, 17 South 
Orlando Ave, Kissimmee Fl 34741, 407-870-5878.   
She charged $65.  For this you get a proper legal 
simple will for your Florida Estate.  She cannot give 
legal advice.  It’s a bit different from $1000. 
Hope this helps. 
Chris Rackstraw. 

I read in FH & T magazine that you were asking about 
writing Florida Wills for under $1000.  We had a 
simple will made and it cost $100.  The company is 
Byrd and Gantt CPAs and the contact there is Derek 
Breen email info@mytaxservice.com or Gina Byrd 
Suite 102, 3355 West Vine St, Kissimmee, Fl 34741  
407-931-2344.  Gina is very nice. 
Hope this is of use and thanks for the magazine. 
Regards, Barbara Dunford 

First of all many thanks for taking on FHT from Keith.  
We find it invaluable and well worth the money.  You 
ask in this months copy about an American Will.  We 
had one made a year ago and found him very helpful.  
His name is:  Fred Reilly, Andrew Reilly and 
Associates, PO Box 2039, Haines City, Fl 33845.  863-
422-5978. I think he charged us about $250. 
Regards, Mike and Kath Trevena. 

Very sad to hear that Cypress Gardens is closing next 
week after all those years.  Always thought that it was 
something of a haven, a place to relax and enjoy. 
My wife Ann and I renewed our wedding vows after 30 
years there in 1997 with a priest performing the 
ceremony, a hired photographer who spent the rest of 
the afternoon taking us round the gardens for photo 
shoots like celebrities and our Florida neighbours as 
guests, it was held in the white arbour with the 
stunning views down to the lake. 
Sadly my wife passed away in December last year but I 
now have treasured photos and memories of a 
wonderful day spent there. 
Regards, Colin Sowden 

Robin Willson sent me this note from the current issue 
of the Florida Drivers handbook and asked why British 
Citizens were being treated differently to others when 
taking a driving test in Florida. 

“Persons holding valid licenses from other states, 
US possessions, France or Canada are only 
required to take a vision test unless their driving 
ability is questionable.  Persons holding a license 
from Germany or Taiwan are required to take the 
vision, hearing and written exam unless their 
driving ability is questionable.”  

The division of driver’s licences has provided this 
explanation:  

“Chapter 322.02(04), FS, requires a reciprocal 
agreement with foreign countries not specifically 
authorised by 322.12(1) to waive any Florida licensing 
requirements.  We currently have reciprocity with all 
50 states, the District of Columbia, the US possessions, 
and the Canadian provinces.  We also have reciprocal 
agreements with France, Germany, and Taiwan.  Any 
additional country wishing to enter into a reciprocal 
agreement with Florida may contact us for proceedings 
to begin”. 

I have been sent an article which has appeared in this 
month’s SAGA magazine about living abroad.  In the 
article it states that retirement visas are now available 
for British people who wish to retire to Florida.  The 
only restriction is that it does not allow you to work.  Is 
there such a visa?  I was in touch with Governor 
Bush’s office a few months ago about this very thing 
and although they did not confirm that a visa was being 
considered, it was not denied either but said that many 
options are being looked at.  Could you tell me if you 
have heard of such a visa now being available? 
Many thanks and keep up the good work with the 
magazine.  We really enjoy it.   
David and Louise Greenhill 

Sadly this is a case of bad research on the part of the 
author of the article in Saga.  There is no retirement 
visa and no current plans for one.  The visa being 
described was the B2 Tourist visa for 6 months. I have 
written to SAGA to ask them to set the record straight. 

mailto:info@mytaxservice.com
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The End Of An Era 
 
They are so different, but hearing news of their demise 
on the same day evoked the same feeling of nostalgia at 
having to say goodbye. We had enjoyed the good 
fortune of experiencing them both as part of exploring 
Florida after we bought our Florida home in 1983. 
Concorde has always epitomised the leading edge of 
technology in aviation, whereas Cypress Gardens 
evoked a nostalgic image of historic southern mansions 
and beautiful southern belles. 
 
I had the good fortune to travel twice on Concorde on 
business, but the journey that is a lasting family 
memory is when we travelled to our Florida home in 
1984. We sailed on the QEll from Southampton to New 
York before flying down to Florida on another name 
from the past, Pan Am. For the return journey, Pan Am 
took us back to New York for our Concorde flight back 
to London. The only way we could afford this luxury 
was because Cunard, to boost its flagging Transatlantic 
passenger numbers, came up with the brilliant idea of 
chartering Concorde. It offered a tempting low-cost 
option of upgrading from the normal economy flight 
home as part of its sail one way and fly home package. 
 
 So Kathleen and our two sons were able to enjoy the 
unique experience that it is to fly on Concorde. Having 
flown so often on Jumbo jets that lumber off down the 
runway to take off, Concorde is amazing. From the 
moment the Captain releases the brakes you are pinned 
back in your seat as it races down the runway like a 
Greyhound and surges into the sky at a steep angle. By 
comparison breaking the sound barrier is a non-event. 
If it wasn’t for the speedometer in the cabin and the 
Captain’s warning to listen for the afterburners starting 
up, you might miss the slight surge in acceleration that 
increases the speed until you reach the point at which 
you are flying faster than sound. While anyone below 
on the Atlantic might hear the sonic boom, you don’t 
hear anything. Sadly we were flying east so my family 
didn’t get to experience seeing the sunrise from the 
west. How come? On one of my business flights I left 
Heathrow late one winter afternoon after the sun had 
set. Because Concorde flies faster than the sun, we 
caught it up and flew back into daylight, providing the 
unusual experience of a reverse sunset. 
 
While Concorde is far from roomy inside, only being 
two seats either side of a long thin cabin, they are 
comfortable leather seats, and anyway you are only in 
them for just over three hours. Most of that three hours 
was taken up by an exquisite meal that is served course 
by leisurely course on beautiful china. The flight has 
always been something to fondly remember; now we 
know we were part of a bit of history in the making. 
 
While it was only 27 years ago since Concorde started 
commercial flying, Cypress Gardens opened 67 years 

ago. It was the first and most famous Florida theme 
park for 35 years until Disney World opened in 1971. 
With hindsight that signalled its gradual demise. The 
centre of the Florida tourist universe moved to 
Orlando, and fewer and fewer visitors made the journey 
to Cypress Gardens, tucked away in Winter Haven. The 
millions who have never visited it don’t know its 
beauty, and probably will never understand how its 
founder created modern Florida tourism that attracted 
Disney to Orlando and then SeaWorld and Universal 
Studios. The late Dick Pope Sr. was an entrepreneur 
and visionary. He opened Cypress Gardens as a 
botanical park in 1936 that with its famous Southern 
Belles in their antebellum dresses was an amateur 
photographer’s paradise. His wife Julie however 
deserves the credit for creating the park’s water ski 
shows in 1943 while Pope was away serving in WW2. 
A promotional photo featuring some water skiers led 
GI’s to believe the park had a water ski show. When 
800 GI’s turned up to see the show, Julie quickly 
gathered water skiing friends and family to put on a 
show. Hollywood then adopted the park for series of 
movies featuring stars such as Esther Williams, which 
did wonders for promoting Florida vacations. Pope got 
his money out by taking Cypress Gardens public in 
1972, and then it was acquired twice, finishing up as 
part of the Busch Gardens and SeaWorld empire, 
before being sold to the management in 1995. 
 
We last visited the park on March 1st when we went to 
enjoy a concert by Pat Boone. This was just one of the 
56 concerts by various artists over the winter season. 
The concert was superb; Pat Boone has aged well, and 
had the audience of over 2,000 in his hand as he sang 
many of the songs that made him famous. We also 
enjoyed the superb ice show by a dazzling group of 
Russian skaters. Rather than watch the water ski show 
this time, we took a ride on the Island in the Sky to 
enjoy the view, meandered the beautiful gardens, and 
visited the Butterfly House to admire and photograph 
the butterflies close up. We waited until dusk to see the 
twinkling lights come on in the beautiful gardens, and 
then as we left I took a picture of the stunning sunset 
looking out across the lake. Little did I know at that 
time that it would be our final visit to Cypress Gardens. 

Keith Harpham 

May Festivals 
Riverfest 2003  May 1 – May 31, St Johns River, 
Jacksonville,  904 – 396 – 9141.   A celebration of 
unique culture and vibrant life of the lazy St Johns 
River, small town crafts and local cuisine. 
 
51st Annual Florida Folk Festival   May 23 -25, 2003 
Stephen Foster Folk Culture Centre, White Springs  
386 – 397 – 2733.  See the diversity of Florida’s 
culture and history as residents share their music, food, 
dance, stories and crafts. 
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The Beach – Or Wal-Mart? 
Many couples choose an exotic beach as the backdrop 
for their wedding.  Not many couples would throw 
plans for a beach wedding up in the air and choose to 
marry in Wal-Mart.  The apparel aisle was the setting 
as two employees said “I Do”.  The Bride had made her 
entrance to ‘Power of Love’ by Celine Dion over the 
intercom as she stepped from the layaway section past 
the NASCAR hats to greet her groom.  He works in the 
dairy section and the couple met last year in the break 
room.  The store manager had suggested marrying in 
store and the couple had felt it was appropriate and 
ditched their earlier plans for the beach. 

$348,000 For A Bucket Of Dust 
That’s gold dust of course.  A bucket of gold dust went 
missing as an American Cargo employee drove his cart 
around Miami International Airport, picking up items 
from other gates.  He had picked up 6 buckets from the 
terminal and later realised one was missing.  The 
police have been unable to find the missing bucket so 
put out an appeal for public help.  The bucket of dust is 
useless to anyone who doesn’t have a handy furnace in 
their back yard to melt it down. 

We’ll Meet Again 
A 24 year old man walked out of Polk County jail after 
posing as his cell mate who should have been released 
on bail.  The cell mate, who clearly didn’t wish to go 
out, gave his identity bracelet to the man along with 
personal details and off chappie went.  He was arrested 
about 3 weeks later after a tip off and now he and his 
mate have some extra charges to face. 

Moon Rock Returns 
A small piece of the moon was brought back to Earth 
by the crew of Apollo 17 and presented to the 
government of Honduras in 1973 by President Nixon.  
The tiny rock was later stolen and later turned up for 
sale by Florida businessman Alan Rosen.  He said he 
bought it from a retired Honduran military man.  
Despite the fact that America had given the olive sized 
rock away a US Judge in Miami ruled that the 
ownership of the rock had never legally changed.  This 
fact has interesting implications for all those Christmas 
and birthday presents we give, but there you are. 

Ron Jon is 40 
40 years ago a little beach shop opened at the end of 
Canaveral Pier just north of Cocoa Beach.  It became a 
surfer’s hangout where tall tales of big waves could be 
exchanged.  Gradually the 1,000 square ft shop grew 
into a 52,000 square ft space just yards from the ocean.  
Ron Jons is now a multi million dollar empire with a 
globally recognised label. 

TV Guide is 50 
Founded in April 1953 in Philadelphia TV Guide now 
has a subscription of 9 million, and estimates it reaches 
100 million users weekly when all its formats are 
included.  There is an online guide, a cable guide a 
digital interactive listing as well as 209 regional 
editions of the paper magazine.  The company plans to 
redesign the magazine to make the listings easier to 
read (no hope there). There will be shorter stories and 
features on new TV equipment.  Vintage editions of the 
magazine can fetch up to $100 on ebay. 

 

Florida Homes And Travel Car Hire & Travel Insurance 

Travel Insurance Car Hire weekly – fully inclusive with Dollar or Alamo 

Up to 17 days           £21  Economy 4dr       £133           Compact 4dr              £141 

Up to 31 days           £30.80 Intermediate 4dr £157            Full Size 4dr             £168 

Annual Multi-trip   £47.50  Premium 4dr       £184             4 Wheel Drive         £207 

Policies available for long stay and over 64yrs Minivan 7 seats   £207            Minivan 12 seats       £295 

Policies available for  travellers with health problems Gold rates approx £12 extra per week 

All specially negotiated rates for subscribers.  Please call 0500 50 50 87 for more details 
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