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 No DisneyWorld Price Increases? 
 

Like last year SeaWorld and Busch Gardens were the first to increase their prices for 2002. 
They put their prices up by $2 a day on January 23rd. The adult one-day ticket price is now 
$49.95 plus tax, and children 3-9 pay $40.95 plus tax. However guests buying their tickets on 
the Internet at www.seaworld.com now get a 10% reduction. This is an innovative move by 
the two parks that were the first to offer tickets on line last year. Another benefit of buying a 
one-day ticket online is that they are currently offering a free second day return visit within 
7-days of the first one. SeaWorld and Busch Gardens are also repeating their Fun Card 
promotion for Florida residents. This provides unlimited visits in 2002 for the price of a 
regular one-day ticket. The Fun Card must be bought and used before April 30th. A Florida 
driver’s license or utility bill is needed to prove Florida residency. Surprisingly as of February 
15th as we delivered this issue to the printers DisneyWorld and Universal Orlando had made 
no announcement about price increases for 2002. As we reported last month SeaWorld 
suffered the least decline in attendance of all the major attractions. Does this mean that 
Disney is scared to act, or do they hope to gain an advantage? Disney says attendance is still 
down 10% to 15% on last year, and international visitor numbers show no sign of picking up. 
Analysts have pointed out that after the Gulf War in 1991 it took four years before Disney’s 
visitor numbers climbed back to the 1990 total, so we may once again be facing a gradual 
recovery, rather than a sharp rebound. 
 
Sales Tax Supporters Struggling 
 
In January we reported that John McKay, the President 
of the Florida Senate, was leading a campaign to 
overhaul Florida’s sales system. He believes that the 
present system makes the state’s income overly 
dependent on a narrow sector of the economy and wants 
to eliminate the many exemptions that have been given 
over the years. Florida currently collects about $17 
billion a year in sales taxes, but it exempts things that 
would otherwise generate an additional $23 billion. It is 
the exempt part of the economy that is the fastest 
growing. Since his proposal was first announced he has 
modified it in response to criticism, and a revised version 
was approved by the Florida Senate by a 31 to 9 majority 
on January 31st. If approved by the state’s House of 
Representatives the plan will be put to voters in a 
referendum in November, and the changes will take 
effect in 2004. The revised plan retains the existing 6% 
sales tax rate for tourist accommodation, car rentals and 
attraction tickets, but would reduce the standard sales tax 
rate to 4.5% on everything else, including 100 categories 
that had previously been exempt. (Continued on page 6) 
 
Alamo Making Changes 

 
ANC Rental Corp. has announced some changes that it 
is making following its Chapter 11 Bankruptcy filing last 
November. To save money it has closed 179 of its 531 
downtown locations and it is combining the operations of 
its two brands Alamo and National Car Rental at 72 US 
airports. Orlando is unaffected by these changes. Alamo 
and National will continue to trade as separate brands at 
the combined locations, but will share airport counters, 
car lots and buses. ANC has secured a $1 billion line of 
credit for rebuilding its rental fleet for the 2002 season, 
but it says that rentals are still down about 20% 
compared to last year. 
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As Bad As Alligators & Sharks 
 
Over the last 30 years a new predator has quietly spread 
across Florida. Whereas many other pests have entered 
Florida by sea or air as unintended passengers, this one 
literally walked in. Interstate highways are blamed for 
Coyotes spreading throughout the USA. Whether that is 
true or not, Coyotes have gradually spread from their 
customary hunting grounds in the American western 
states to points far and wide. Coyotes now even roam in 
the middle of cities like Los Angeles, Chicago, Detroit 
and New York. The first accounts of Coyotes being seen 
in Florida occurred in the 1970’s. Now according to the 
University of Florida, which sets 700 baits each year to 
check the spread of the state’s Cayote population, only 
the Florida Keys seems to lack confirmed sightings of 
this dangerous predator. Florida’s Red Wolf is one of 
their few threats, and a declining population is blamed 
for the Coyote’s unhindered expansion. A dozen were 
recently trapped at Tampa International Airport, a Citrus 
County cat shelter lost 28 cats to Cayotes before shutting 
down two years ago, and an Hernando County Bear 
census location has photographed them passing through. 
Cayotes recently killed five calves on a farm near Plant 
City, and there are many sightings in Polk County. 
Wildlife experts say that anytime this cunning animal is 
sighted usually means there are many more in the area. 
The biggest give away is their erie howling at night. 
 
The Coyote is a member of the dog family. In weighs 
between 20 and 30 pounds and looks a bit like a medium 
sized German Shepherd or a large Fox. Like the Fox it 
has widely spaced tall pointed ears and a narrow tapered 
muzzle. Its eyes are yellow and slightly slanted, and with 
long vicious teeth it has a fearsome appearance close up. 
When it holds its bushy tail horizontal this is a sure sign 
of aggression. It rears its cubs in dens or burrows it 
usually takes over from other animals. They are cunning 
animals that eat anything that is around, from fruits and 
vegetables to animals dead or alive. As they have 
intruded more and more into urban areas pet cats and 
other small animals have increasingly become their prey. 
While rare, there are plenty of documented cases of 
Cayotes attacking small children with no provocation, so 
homeowners should not encourage them by feeding them, 
and should ensure children are warned of the danger they 
represent. Florida wildlife officials, who are proposing to 
make it illegal to feed some wild animals because of the 
danger it results in to humans, consider Coyotes to be as 
dangerous as Alligators and Sharks, but like Alligators 
they only trap them if they have attacked or threatened to 
attack humans. 

Airport & Airline News 
 
Orlando Sanford International Airport had a record 
year in 2001 despite the slow down since September 11th. 
1,316,917 passengers used the airport in 2001, a 20% 
increase on 2000, and higher than the previous record of 
1,198,803 in 1998. There were 1,043,848 international 
passengers, an increase of 14%, and with Pan Am’s new 
domestic services, domestic passenger numbers increased 
by nearly 60% to 273,069. The airport has an excellent 
web site www.orlandosanfordairport.com. 
 
Delta Airlines, which carries more domestic passengers 
to Florida than any other airline, has increased capacity 
to Florida by 20% and is now operating 86% of its pre 
September 11th schedule. It also says its Florida flights 
are now two-thirds full after falling to 57%. 
 
American Airlines is discontinuing its seat back 
telephone service from March 31st. It says that so few 
passengers use the service that it is no longer economic. 
 
Vacation Express, a large US tour operator that is 
owned by Airtours of the UK, has started offering charter 
and scheduled airline services from six US cities to 
Orlando Sanford International Airport. It is also offering 
services from Sanford to five Caribbean destinations. 
Vacation Express is using Sanford as its Central Florida 
hub, and says that it anticipates 350,000 passengers will 
use the airport in 2002. 
 
Orlando Climate Data for Mar 1974-2000 
(All in degrees Fahrenheit) 
The average high temp. is  78.4 
The average low temp. is 55.8 
The highest temp. (on Mar 28, 1994) 92 
The coldest Night temp. (on Mar 3, 1980) 25 

Pensacola Data for Mar 1948-2000 
(All in degrees Fahrenheit) 
The average high temp. is  69.6 
The average low temp. is 51.3 
The highest temp. (on Mar 24, 1991) 86 
The coldest Night temp. (on Mar 2, 1980) 22 

Mortgage Rates 
With zero points 
  Jan 8 Feb 13 
Fixed 30 yrs 7.00% 7.00% SunTrust Bank 
Adjustable 1 yr 5.875% 4.75% SunTrust Bank 
Note: Mortgage rates are published as a service to readers to indicate 
trends and must not be relied on in entering into any agreement. 

http://www.orlandosanfordairport.com/
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Homeowner News 
 
Did you act on our warning last September that Florida is 
changing its Interstate Exit Numbers and update your 
instructions for how renters can find your home? Most 
other states make the interstate exit numbers correspond 
to the mileage markers, and Florida has decided to follow 
suit. I-10 is already underway, I-4 and I-75 are to be 
renumbered in April and I-95 in May. The change will 
help motorists to know the mileage and travel time to 
their exit. The old and new exit numbers for all Florida 
Interstate highways can be found on the Internet at 
http://www11.myflorida.com/trafficoperations/exitnumb.htm 
or via the link on our web site under Travel. For two years 
most but not all signs, subject to the available space, will 
show both the old and new numbers. The change means 
that most maps will no longer be correct and it is likely to 
be a year or two before all are updated. 
 
Central Florida Hotel Occupancy figures plunged in 
December according to Smith Travel research. Average 
occupancy figures of 51.5% were down 13.9% on 
December 2000. Hotels on Hwy. 192 suffered most with 
only 41.8% of their rooms occupied, down 22.2% on 
2000. Statewide the average occupancy was 49.8%. 
 
If you are a Bilingual English Teacher with French, 
German, Spanish or various Eastern European languages 
like Russian or Serbian, you could find it easier to move 
to Florida than you ever imagined. The Osceola School 
Board in common with many other school districts in 
Florida is hiring teachers from overseas. Last September 
Osceola hired 34 teachers from England. Orange County 
also hired 60 teachers overseas, and Palm Beach County 
hired 32 from as far away as the Philippines. 
 

Fort Myers Beach is the latest area where short-term 
rentals are threatened with either a ban or regulation. As 
usual a vocal minority of local residents have stirred 
things up and got local press coverage and the attention of 
the town’s commissioners. A workshop was organized on 
January 15th for the opposing groups to say their piece. 
Encouragingly the majority of the 29 attendees who spoke 
up were in favor of short-term rentals continuing. The 
town’s Local Planning Agency has now decided to form a 
task force with input from residents, property owners and 
real estate agents to draw up a proposed set of regulations. 
 
New Homes Sales in Florida set a record in 2001. 
171,811 single-family and multifamily homes were built, 
which was a 10.4% increase on 2000. However forecasts 
for 2002 are not as encouraging. Fishkind & Associates in 
Orlando reckon that 2002 will be down by 21% in 2002 
and a further 9% down in 2003 before increasing again in 
2004. Surprisingly Central Florida bucked the trend last 
year and despite Polk County being up 10% at a record 
3,501 the whole area only saw just over 15,000 homes 
built, about the same as in 2000, but lower than in 1999. 
The forecast for 2002 is between 13,000 and 15,000. 
 
Hotels in the Orlando area seem to be suffering more than 
most from the tourist slowdown. Standard & Poors say 
that 24 hotels in Florida, including 15 in Orlando, are 
delinquent in their mortgage payments, making Orlando 
the worst such area in the USA. The Howard Johnson 
Enchanted Land Resort Hotel in Osceola County is the 
first area hotel to face foreclosure. It owes Republic Bank 
a reported $4 million of mortgage arrears. It was rapidly 
followed by the Comfort Inn International on 
International Drive and the Best Western Universal on 
nearby Vineland Road. Dozens of Osceola County hotel 
and motel owners are also pleading with the state and 
county for extra time to pay their property taxes, which 
are due by March 31st. They say that if they don’t get a 
90-day extension many will close. 
 
Florida’s Windstorm Insurance pool will no longer be 
required to provide cover for expensive high risk homes 
under a widely supported bill that is going through the 
Florida Legislature. Legislators believe that it is unfair 
that owners of expensive beachfront property are 
effectively subsidized by the average Floridian. By 
making this change such owners could currently only get 
cover from the JUA. While this doesn’t immediately 
reduce the state’s overall risk, legislators believe that 
private insurers would be tempted by the opportunity of 
taking on such homes at higher open market rates. The 
proposal would affect homes assessed at $500,000 or 
more from 2005. In 2006 the limit would reduce to 
$400,000 and in 2007 to $300,000. 

20
30
40
50
60
70
80
90

1 4 9 19 26 31

Dates

January Orlando
High/Low Temperatures

http://www11.myflorida.com/trafficoperations/exitnumb.htm


 
Florida Homes and Travel 

 
March 2002 

________________________________________________________________________________
____ 

Page 3 

News Roundup 
 
SeaWorld is now offering two new animal encounter 
programs. The first limited to four people a day provides 
a $200 two hour close up encounter with “false” Killer 
Whales, actually large members of the Dolphin family. 
The other, again limited to 4 people a day, is a $389 
eight-hour opportunity to join the park’s staff feeding the 
animals and helping with injured or orphaned Manatees. 
 
Thomas The Tank Engine will be steaming between 
Tavares and Mount Dora from March 9th to 17th. This is 
Thomas’s first visit to Florida. Tickets for the 20-minute 
ride cost $14. To book call (352) 735-4776. 
 
If you are a fan of Universal Orlando’s King Kong ride 
then visit it soon as it is rumored to be about to close. 
 
The Orlando & Mount Dora Railway is running steam 
trains daily at 9am from Orlando’s 350 Hughey St. 
station to Mount Dora, returning at 5pm. Tickets cost 
$40 for adults and $32 for children. This is a novel way 
to visit Central Florida’s prettiest historic lakeside town. 
 
K-Mart set a new record on January 22nd when it 
became the largest retailer to ever go into Chapter 11-
bankruptcy protection. For now its 2,114 stores continue 
to trade normally, while management prepares a plan to 
reschedule its debts for submission to its creditors and the 
bankruptcy court. The company is expected to close 
hundreds of under-performing stores. 
 
The Fast Cat ferry service from Bradenton to Key West 
that was due to start in August last year has still to make 
an appearance. The three-hour trip on the 180-seater 
PurrSeaverance was due to cost $59.95 each way. Sea 
trials are still underway and no date has been set for the 
US Coast Guard inspection that is required. 
 
Bass Fishing should improve as a result of the state 
spending $3.3 million to expand a hatchery for 
restocking lakes hit by the drought and pollution. 
 
Manatee deaths of 325 in 2001 were the second highest 
ever. Speeding boaters were blamed for 81 deaths. 
January started 2002 badly with 53 deaths, of which 16 
were victims of boating accidents, many of which 
occurred in what are designated protected areas. This is 
the highest ever number of boating deaths in a month. 
 
DisneyWorld is demolishing a quarter of its Disney 
Institute Resort to build 192 time-share units instead. 

The Florida Lottery has teamed up with Visit Florida 
to offer a new scratchcard game promoting Florida 
tourism. The $2 Play FLA USA cards give players the 
chance to win 10 $10,000 cash prizes and 90 vacation 
packages worth $75,000 that were donated by the likes of 
Carnival Cruises and Universal Orlando. All cards, 
winners or not, entitle the holder to discounts at over 300 
hotels and attractions. The lottery is running a $5 million 
advertising campaign to promote the game. 
 
Vans Skatepark has opened a 61,000 square feet indoor 
and outdoor skatepark at Festival Bay at the north end of 
Orlando’s International Drive. This adds another 
attraction to phase two of the Beltz Festival Bay 
development, which has been slower to build out than 
originally announced back in 1998. 
 
Roadhouse Grill is the latest slowdown victim. The 
Florida restaurant chain has gone into Chapter 11-
bankruptcy protection in order to reschedule its debts. 
 
Osceola County is having to cut $50 million of roads, 
parks and building projects over the next three years 
because of the shortfall in its 1-cent local sales tax. The 
tourist slowdown has left the county unable to meet the 
interest payments on the bonds it planned to issue. 
 
Darden Restaurant’s successful new Smokey Jones BBQ 
Sports Bar concept will get a boost to its expansion 
plans with the take-over and conversion of nine Grady’s 
restaurants in Florida and Georgia. 
 
Orange County is to ask voters on September 10th to 
agree to increase the sales tax by half a percent in return 
for cutting property taxes, in order to fund a $2 billion 
school construction program. This sounds like another 
case of make the tourists pay rather than the locals. 
 

Florida Lottery Winning Numbers 
 Date Numbers Winners/Jackpot $m 
Jan 16 14-25-29-31-37-45 0 $60m 
Jan 19 33-36-41-45-46-50 4 $85m 
Jan 23 04-06-16-28-34-51 0   $3m 
Jan 26 06-14-18-23-46-50 1   $7m 
Jan 30 03-04-21-24-36-48 0   $3m 
Feb  2 14-15-30-39-51-52 0   $7m 
Feb  6 01-12-28-39-43-47 0 $11m 
Feb  9 02-24-38-40-43-50 1 $17m 
Feb 13 15-16-21-26-35-49 0   $3m 
Numbers are obtained from the Florida Lottery (www.flalottery.com) 
 as a service to readers. We cannot accept liability for any errors. 

www.flalottery.com
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More Swimming Pool Building Regulations have come 
into effect, some from January 1st and the rest from 
March 1st but these only affect new pools or in some 
cases renovations. The main change is that alarms for 
doors and windows leading to the pool must be hard 
wired to the mains rather than battery operated, and they 
must not be capable of being shut off. Another change 
affects the drain of any pool or spa, in order to eliminate 
the possibility of anyone becoming stuck in the drain. 
This has caused a number of drownings in Florida, 
particularly of girls or women with long hair. New pools 
or spas must have dual main drains spaced at least 4 feet 
apart and be equipped with anti-vortex covers. Owners 
are also now permitted to fit manual vent line pipes or 
automatic shutdown systems that detect suction changes 
so that the suction can be eased if someone gets trapped. 
Where owners install a pool fence instead of door and 
window alarms the revised code now allows these to be 
no closer than 20 inches from the water rather than the 
previous 36 inches, which will make it easier to install 
fences in smaller pool areas. 
 
A parked police car is usually thought of as a crime 
deterrent, but not to some of the residents of the 
Westchase Community in Hillsborough County. They say 
it is not allowed by the Deed Restrictions and want 
Officer Patricia Lastra to stop bringing it home because it 
is a commercial vehicle. 
 
However one Homeowners Association has seen sense. 
The Wexford West Homeowners Association in Palm 
Harbor got upset at the artificial lawn that Joy Yauslin 
installed, even though it is the same quality as that used 
in local sports arenas. Her 1,200 square feet of Fieldturf 
synthetic grass cost her $5,000 and many people 
admitted that at first glance they didn’t realize that it 
wasn’t real grass. In fact they envied her green lawn and 
wondered how she was managing to keep it so green with 
the water restrictions. Nevertheless the Homeowners 
Association said it violated the deed restrictions and must 
go. Now after a two-month high profile media ribbing for 
their intransigence the association has decided that the 
lawn can stay as long as her immediate neighbors agree. 
Immigration Service investigators are redoubling their 
efforts to trace 314,000 foreigners who have ignored 
deportation orders. While the vast majority are Latin 
American, the initial focus is on 6,000 from countries 
that are considered al-Qaida strongholds. The dragnet 
continues to catch others. Most recently seven-airline 
pilots, including two working for American Airlines, 
were arrested in Miami for having fake documents. 
2001 Home Prices vs. 2000 

 
The 2001 year end figures from The Florida Association 
of Realtors show that despite the hiccup caused by the 
terrorist attacks, the median resale price of a single 
family home in Florida rose by 8.6% during 2001. All 
areas enjoyed rising prices, though Naples, which grew 
the most in 2000, grew the least last year. The total 
number of homes resold in the state was 167,996 up 
5.6% on 2000. Only the four areas with median home 
prices over $150,000 had fewer homes sold than in 2000. 
The biggest markets in the state were Tampa/St 
Pete/Clearwater with 29,711 resales, up 5.2% on 2000, 
and Orlando with 24,595 resales, up 10.2%. 
 
District Median Change 
 Price 2001-2000 

Daytona Beach $97,000 +9.6% 
Fort Lauderdale $170,600 +14.9% 
Fort Myers/Cape Coral $129,400 +11.5% 
Fort Pierce/Port St Lucie $108,200 +8.9% 
Lakeland/Winter Haven $85,100 +7.9% 
Melbourne/Titusville $99,600 +7.2% 
Miami $159,600 +15.5% 
Naples $238,200 +0.3% 
Orlando $120,300 +10.1% 
Pensacola $105,500 +4.5% 
Punta Gorda $101,800 +15.3% 
Sarasota/Bradenton $151,100 +9.1% 
Tampa, St Pete & Clearwater$119,400 +12.9% 
W Palm Beach, Boca Raton $149,600 +7.9% 

All Florida $127,700 +8.6% 
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Homeowner News (continued from page 5) 
 
The Orlando-Orange County Convention & Visitors 
Bureau says that its advertising campaign aimed at 
people within driving distance of Orlando brought in 
$8.9 million of business in its first five weeks. However 
the extra $20 million that the state put up to help 
reinvigorate the tourist industry has led to bickering 
between industry leaders in South and Central Florida. 
They were each guaranteed at least a $5 million share. 
By the end of January Visit Florida had spent $9.4 
million promoting Central Florida, compared to only 
$3.6 million promoting South Florida. 
 
Last September we reported that there was intense 
lobbying for a federal ban on the use in children's 
playgrounds of a commonly used wood preservative that 
contains 22% arsenic. Chromated Copper Arsenate 
(CCA) is widely used by factories treating lumber for use 
in playgrounds, decks, railings, picnic tables, fences and 
docks. An average 5-year old playing for only two weeks 
on playground equipment made from CCA treated 
lumber may absorb more than the recommended lifetime 
level of 1 in 1 million cancer risk. As a result of the scare 
children's playgrounds were closed for testing all over 
Florida. Many tests have revealed high levels of arsenic 
leaching into the soil from CCA treated lumber. Disney 
World banned its use in Animal Kingdom, as have a 
number of countries like Switzerland. Others including 
the EU, Australia, Denmark, Germany, Sweden and New 
Zealand have imposed or are planning restrictions. Faced 
with an increasingly vociferous campaign for a federal 
ban the industry reached an agreement on February 12 th 
with the Environmental Protection Agency to stop using 
arsenic based preservatives by December 2003 in wood 
for building decks, playgrounds and picnic tables. Some 
legislators and environmentalists are unhappy with this 
voluntary agreement with its long phase in period, and 
the fact that it still allows the use of CCA in lumbar for 
non-consumer use. 
 
Lennar Homes has twice been caught using more water 
than its license permits to irrigate its Clermont Legends 
Golf & Country Club development. In 2000 it used 40 
million gallons too much and was issued with a $3,171 
penalty. Now its water usage for 2001 has been found to 
be 144% over the top and it has been given a $61,600 
penalty. To avoid more penalties Lennar has cut off the 
free irrigation supply for homeowners in order to use all 
its permitted water for the golf course. So homeowners 
who were expecting zero cost irrigation now have to use 
their domestic supply and pay 69 cents per 1,000 gallons. 

Sales Tax (Continued from page 1) 
 
The overall effect would be revenue neutral but would 
broaden the sales tax base. Things like groceries, health 
care, prescription drugs, residential rent and residential 
telephone service would remain exempt, as well as 
advertising and real estate fees. To avoid the legislature 
tinkering from year to year, which is how the current 
exemption list has grown so big, the proposal requires a 
three-fifths vote of both houses before sales taxes can be 
increased in future or any new exemptions adopted. So 
what would be the effect of the changes? 
 
Vacation homeowners would have to pay 4.5% sales tax 
on things currently exempt like management fees, pool 
and lawn service, and pest control, and your accountants 
fees for preparing your US tax return. However you 
would pay less on replacement items currently subject to 
6% sales tax, and on much of your own spending on 
vacation like eating out. The sales tax you pay on car 
rental and attraction tickets wouldn’t change. 
 
Turning to the average Florida family, economists 
calculate that they would pay $227 a year less sales tax, 
and the average small business would also pay $375 less. 
It is generally agreed that the proposal mostly benefits 
those on lower incomes, since they tend to use less of 
services like attorneys and accountants that would in 
future be taxed at 4.5% than wealthier residents. 
 
You would think that these figures would make it a no-
brainer for passing in the House and in any referendum, 
but that is not how the scene is playing out. Vested 
business interests are lobbying hard to kill the proposal in 
the House of Representatives. The original proposal 
would have resulted in sales tax being charged on 
television, radio and newspaper advertising among many 
other things. Despite a concession to continue to exempt 
advertising, the television and radio industry have used 
their airtime to launch a vitriolic and highly misleading 
attack on the proposals. Despite failing to sway enough 
members of the Senate, they and accountants and 
attorneys are using all their influence to pressure House 
of Representatives members to vote against the proposal. 
Interestingly Florida’s newspapers mainly support the 
proposal, or believe that voters should be allowed to 
decide, and are using their editorials to criticise the 
tactics of the opposition. Nevertheless in recent days 
Governor Jeb Bush and the leader of the House of 
Representatives have come out against the proposal, so it 
is increasingly looking as if voters will not get the chance 
to have their say in November. 
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The Easter Story 
 
An event 2000 years ago profoundly changed the world 
forever. Non believers struggle to cogently argue that it 
couldn’t have happened. There is too much evidence that 
it did, even though it defies normal events, but then again 
many things in this world are still unexplainable. 
Terrible events like September 11th cause people to dig 
deep into their souls and search for what they believe in. 
If you believe in God, regardless of what faith you follow, 
then the search is over. For those still searching, please 
put aside your scepticism for as long as it takes to read 
the rest of this page about Orlando’s latest and most 
successful attraction in 2001. 
 
It all started with a small group that had a dream of 
building a living biblical attraction. Even though they 
didn’t have the money they made a cheeky bid of $1.2 
million for a 15-acre site alongside Interstate 4 that was 
tied up in bankruptcy proceedings, and their bid was 
accepted. They told friends of their vision, and a 
millionaire donated the money. They then launched 
another successful appeal to fund the attraction’s 
construction. The park, which cost $16 million, was built 
by the same firm that built Universal Studios, and the 
quality shows. So on February 5th 2001 The Holy Land 
Experience opened as an act of faith that telling the bible 
story could be successful in attracting visitors. They 
hoped for 180,000 visitors in their first year, even though 
the park has a capacity of 800 people at any time, which 
comes to 300,000. What did they achieve? 500,000! Yes, 
their biggest problem has been coping with demand, and 
accelerating expansion plans. 
 
So how does this unusual park compare to the ones you 
normally visit? Years ago every staff member you met at 
Disney World seemed to be happy, personable and 
genuinely pleased to greet you. Sadly Disney’s growth 
and the need to recruit tens of thousands of employees 
seems to have diluted the strict criteria that they once set, 
and just like anywhere else you now seem to meet your 
fair share of staff who barely acknowledge your presence. 
It was this memory of how things used to be that came 
vividly back to us as we watched a superb group of actors 
and singers recreate a scene from two thousand years 
ago. Since we arrived on our visit last October we had 
been struck by the genuine warmth of the greetings we 
got from all the park staff. Despite the terrorist attacks 
this is a park that is regularly full to capacity, so like us 
you need to be there when it opens. Hang on you say, 
weren’t there quite a few negative, scornful and 
downright rude press write ups at the time it opened? Yes 

most of the press articles we read were also leery of its 
chances of success. Just like many film critics the papers 
got this one wrong too, and ordinary visitors have been, 
enjoyed it and passed the word around. 
 
The park recreates in elaborate and authentic detail the 
City of Jerusalem at the time of Jesus Christ. A six-story 
high Temple in simulated white Jerusalem limestone 
with gold-colored filigree dominates the park, even 
though it is only a one-half scale representation of the 
one that stood in Jerusalem in the first century AD. 
Entering the park you step back in time and are in a 
Jerusalem street market 2000 years ago, with the park 
staff all dressed in period costumes from Roman 
Gladiators to Temple Priests and ordinary folk. 
 
It took us from 10am to 3.30pm to get round, and we 
skipped a proper lunch break. Consult the daily schedule 
carefully when you arrive because, depending on the 
park’s opening hours, some of the major performances 
may only be on once during the day. These are the “must 
see” events. The actors and singers are as good as you 
will find on a Broadway or London theater stage. The 
only word of caution we would offer is that all but one of 
the live performances happen out of doors, so they are 
dependent on dry weather, so check the weather forecast 
before you decide when to visit. 
 
Today’s The Day is performed on the steps of the temple. 
It tells the tale from Luke’s Gospel of how Simeon, who 
had been told that he wouldn’t die before seeing Christ, 
met Joseph and Mary when they brought the baby Jesus 
to the Temple. If you have children with you, try and get 
seats near the front so they can see easily, as the 500 or 
so seats in the Temple forecourt fill up fast. It was a 
bright sunny day when we were there and the Temple is 
an inspiring sight against the blue sky, and the acoustics 
are superb. Another inspiring performance tells the story 
of Easter Sunday and is held at the replica of The Garden 
Tomb. There are three other live performances, a film 
presentation, and a huge model of Jerusalem in AD 66. A 
$9.6 million Scriptorium opens in May with the largest 
collection of bibles and ancient scrolls in the USA. 
 
The Holy Land Experience is at 4655 Vineland Road, 
Orlando. It is located just two exits up Interstate 4 from 
Universal Studios. Take exit 31A off I-4 onto Conroy 
Road, then first right into Vineland Road and the 
entrance is immediately on your right. Admission costs 
$17 for adults $12 for children 4 to 12. For more 
information on opening hours call 1-866-USA-HolyLand 
or visit www.theholylandexperience.com. 

www.theholylandexperience.com
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A Different Wedding Venue 
 
Unusual wedding venues seem to be a growing business, 
and Florida is already popular with couples from 
overseas as well as the USA. Now motorcycle enthusiasts 
have a wedding venue custom made for them. Orlando 
Harley-Davidson has built a replica of the 1903 
Milwaukee “Shack” that was the birthplace of the famous 
motorcycle, for weddings, vow renewals and other special 
events for up to 500 guests. The wedding package breaks 
from the traditional white gown by providing both bride 
and groom with leathers. Couples also get a themed cake 
and Harley-Davidson rings. The grand opening and first 
wedding is planned for March 3rd, which is Bike Week in 
nearby Daytona Beach. 
 
Kumquat Capital 
 
Everywhere seems to want its moment of fame. St 
Joseph, near Dade City in Pasco County, is the self-
proclaimed Kumquat Capital of the World. Local 
growers produce 250 tons a year, much more than their 
nearest known competitors in California. The size of a 
pecan, a Kumquat’s peel is sweet but the pulp is really 
sour, so what are they used for? Kumquat butter, 
marmalade, chutney, syrup, icing, cakes, salsa, and even 
a daiquiri. To educate a puzzled public, and it’s a good 
excuse for a party, the town each January holds a 
Kumquat Festival, at which you can sample these wares, 
or just enjoy the festivities. 
 
An Unusual Bakery Shop 
 
Walking past a bakery shop usually gets your appetite 
wetted by the smell of the fresh bread and cakes. I’m not 
sure that walking past this shop would do that for you, 
but it certainly does for its target customers, pet dogs. 
Jake’s Canine Café in Tampa is just one of a growing 
array of such places in the USA. Chubby Puppy ice 
cream is the most popular flavor I am told, and there are 
fresh baked bones, carob and yoghurt-dipped bones and 
pretzels, chicken pup pies, parfaits, quiches and of course 
doggy birthday cakes. Like any modern café you can take 
out or eat on the outdoor patio.  

Taxi To Where? 
 
Patricia Agness is a regular customer of Jacksonville’s 
Gator City Taxi as she doesn’t have a driver’s license 
and doesn’t like buses. While she lives in a mobile home 
the active 55-year-old is comfortably off, but even the cab 
company was surprised by her most recent request. Could 
she do a deal with them to take her on vacation to 
Alaska? She explained that she doesn’t like to fly, so this 
is the only way she could fulfil her dream of visiting 
Alaska and seeing a lot of the USA en-route. She settled 
on a $1 a mile rate for the 10,000 meander. That 
provides her with the cab and two drivers for the 30-city 
tour. She is travelling to Alaska via Texas and the West 
Coast and returning via the mid-west. 
 
State Pets Constitution? 
 
Well not quite, but even by Florida standards a lot of folk 
raised their eyebrows at the news that the Florida 
Supreme Court has given the go ahead to an animal 
rights group’s attempt to change the state constitution. 
What has become known as the pregnant pig initiative 
will be put to voters this November if its supporters can 
raise the required half a million signatures of support. “I 
cannot but help observe that the issue of whether 
pregnant pigs should be singled out for special protection 
is simply not a subject appropriate for inclusion in our 
state Constitution,” said one of the Supreme Court 
Justices. Nevertheless they agreed that the initiative met 
the legal requirements. To the average person it seems a 
bit over the top when only two pig rearers in the whole 
state confine the pigs in these 7 by 2-foot cages. Time 
will tell whether it goes ahead and what the voters think. 
 
Lots Of Wild Ones Too 
 
Talking of pigs did you know that about a million wild 
ones roam Florida? That’s all down to the first Spanish 
explorers who brought their walking food supplies with 
them. The Spanish Explorers said that the pigs “could 
adapt to this area better than people” and the numbers 
indicate they were right. Florida’s hunting fraternity 
doesn’t mind though. 
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